Language Arts 7/8
Mrs.Zriek, room A200
zriekz@dearbornschools.org
iblog.dearbornschools.org/zriekz

313-827-1400  (FHS main number) 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”

 

Nelson Mandela

Course Description:

This course will expose students to a variety of short stories, article of the week, narrative and expository text. Students will continue to acquire and develop skills in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  We will also focus on social justice and present the findings. 
Materials

· Binder/Notebook
· Dividers (sections for bellwork, notes and resources, in-class writing/classwork, current work, quizzes, tests)
· Pens, pencils, erasers, etc.
· Assigned text/novel, etc.
Students will…

· be RESPECTFUL!
· begin the bellwork assignment immediately upon entering the room

· put cell phones, iPods, or any other electronic devices away

· use the MLA header (one inch from the upper-LEFT corner of the page) on all assignments:

Your name (first and last)

Mrs. Zriek
LA7/8 and hour

European-style date  

· remain seated at the end of the hour until dismissed
· maintain a safe, CLEAN, school/classroom environment

· NO CELL PHONES- TURNED IN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE HOUR

Academic Integrity:

Academic integrity refers to moral and ethical principles when engaging in academic pursuits. An integrity policy is part of an effort to nurture a community where trust, honesty, and personal integrity guide all of our dealings with one another. Personal integrity is vital to our pursuit of education and becoming educated. The responsibility to be honest, fair, and forthright with others is a responsibility that each teacher, parent, and student must accept.

Grading:

20% of the grade will come from formative assignments like homework, bell work, and classwork.

80% of the grade will come from final papers, projects, quizzes, and tests.
The following grading scale will be used:

93-100=A
88-89= B+
78-79=C+
68-69=D+
Below 60%=E

92-90=A-
83-87=B
73-77=C
63-67=D



80-82=B-
70-72=C-
60-62=D-

Retake Policy:

To qualify for a retake you must:

1. Not be missing ANY work from the unit.

2. Obtain a retake contract from me before or after school and have it signed by you, your parent/guardian, and I.

3. Must commit to study/tutoring time and be able to PROVE that you studied.

Make-Up Policy:
When you are absent for an exam, quiz, or assignment, please

1. See me IMMEDIATELY.  Do not count on me to tell you that you missed an exam.  Remember, I have 150 students while you only have 6 classes.

2. Your absence that day must be marked as EXCUSED. 

3. You must make the assignment up within ONE WEEK of your return to school.

Attendance Policy:
In order to have the best educational experience possible, you MUST attend class regularly and be on time.  For this reason, the district audit policy is in effect.  Also, you will receive a ZERO on your bell work on days you are tardy.  If you are ever absent, please check my blog.

Please remember:

· Formative assignments that are late will not be accepted.  Summative assignments that are late will receive reduced credit.  

· Any language or behavior that disrupts the learning atmosphere of the classroom will NOT be tolerated and will result in consequences.  You are not to disrupt the learning process in our classroom; you are young adults, act accordingly.    

· WORK FOR YOUR GRADE, DON’T FIGHT FOR IT!  I often have students asking me to make up assignments or asking for extra credit assignments near the end of either card markings or semesters.  THIS IS ABSOLUTELY, UTTERLY UNACCEPTABLE.  If you want to earn a high grade in my class, make sure you are working for it throughout the semester, not fighting for it at the end.  

· It is important to keep in mind that ATTITUDE is an important part of success in ALL facets of life.  Go into everything you do with a positive attitude—an open mind and an open heart—and you will not only succeed, but you will enjoy the process.  I cannot emphasize this point enough: please remain positive!
· I will be available to help you when you need me.  I am available before and after school, and during my fifth hour prep.  Just give me prior notice so that I will remain in my classroom.  If you work hard to achieve success, I will definitely be there for you.
· Per Mrs.  Alcodray - No PASSES! (
