Theme Test Study Guide:

Part A: Vocabulary
	Word & Part of Speech
	Definition

	barrio (n.)
	Spanish-speaking community or neighborhood

	senile (adj.)
	mentally damaged from old age


	compromise
(n.)

	an agreement reached where each side gets something that they want


	obligation (n.)

	a legal or moral requirement to something

	communion (n.)
	The part of a Christian service in which bread and wine are consumed in memory of Christ’s sacrifice

	

	escort
(v.) or (n.)

	(v.) To guide or lead; or someone who goes with another as a guide, guard, or companion (n.)








Part B: Theme
The theme of a story is the lesson or message the author wants the reader to know.

The theme of a story is usually not stated, but must be inferred.


Sample themes:
· You should never judge a person by their appearance
· Hard work pays off
· Always treat people the way you want to be treated
· Take advice from your teachers and parents
· Be sure to value your loved ones
· Do not take things for granted
· Helping others helps build positive relationships

If you are asked to identify the theme of a text/story, here are some sample answers that you should not have:

“The grandma was mad at her granddaughter.”
“Connie was not being respectful to her grandma.”
“They were arguing on the way home.”

Remember: when we are identifying theme, we are identifying the life lesson or message in the story. We mention characters and events in our explanation/reasoning, after we have identified the theme.




Part C: “Abuela Invents the Zero”
	
Be prepared to recall specific events in the story. You will also be expected to identify a theme (s) from the story and provide evidence/reasoning.

Note: I will try to get a code for the online book from Ms. Morrison, but there is no guarantee that I will get it on time. Check iblog throughout the weekend to see whether or not I have posted the code for it. A good backup plan/suggestion would be to listen to the audio version of the story on YouTube.







Review the following passages and themes from the matching activity we did in class:

	Passage
Everyone thought the big storm would pass our town by. Then, before we knew it, the storm turned and came through here. Nobody can remember a storm as bad as this. It will take us many years to rebuild. 
	Always be prepared. 

	Passage
Adam tried to solve the difficult math problem again and again. Finally, when he had begun to lose hope, he solved it. Adam said that he believed the most important skill he had learned was to never give up. Adam’s teacher was very happy with him. 
	Never give up!

	Passage
Hannah always rides her skateboard too fast. She is very sure that she is safe and will not hurt herself.  Her friends tell her that she should be more careful. One day she causes an accident in which one of her friends gets hurt. Hannah is very sorry about the accident and has realized she needs to practice skateboard safety. 
	Listen to the advice of others.

	Passage
Mrs. Jones has walked the same route for many years. It is a very beautiful walk that takes her past a lovely pond with make oak trees. But she is always in a hurry and never notices what is around her. One day, her young granddaughter walks with her. She has never taken this walk and is in awe of its natural beauty. She points out what she sees. The next day, the woman notices many beautiful things for the first time. 
	Don’t take things for granted. 

	Passage 
I worked all day Saturday at a nursing home. There was a great deal to do. I read to people and talked to them. By the end of the day, I was exhausted. In the evening, though, a warm and very good feeling came over me that lasted for some time. 
	It is good to do for others. 

	Passage
Kevin wasn't worried about his book report. He had
three whole weeks to get it done. There was no reason to get started right away, especially when he had just gotten a new video game! The next day, Kevin thought about going to the library to pick out a book for his report, but decided to play with his friends instead. He could go to the library on the weekend. The weekend came and instead of going to the library, Kevin spent the whole weekend at his cousin's farm. He didn't go to the library the next week either; there was always something fun to do instead. Two weeks passed and Kevin still hadn't picked out a book. By the time he finally got to the library, there was not enough time to read the book and write the report. Kevin tried to write the report without reading the whole book, but it did not go very well. Kevin failed the assignment.
	Don't put things off until the last minute. 

	Passage
Mr. Jones decided to take his family camping. It was a beautiful weekend and the family was excited about the trip. So he packed up the car and away they went. 
At first they had trouble finding an empty campsite. Most of the other campers had made reservations ahead of time. When they finally found one, Dad asked the kids, Tim and Katie, to pitch the tent. It wasn't long before Tim reported that he could not find the tent stakes. Sure enough, they were nowhere to be found.  Meanwhile, mom was trying to light the portable stove, but Dad had forgotten the matches. Not only that, they did not have a can opener to open the can of spaghetti sauce they had brought for dinner or a pot big enough to cook the noodles. Then Katie discovered that they had forgotten to bring the sleeping bags! It soon became clear that camping was not going to happen. 
Grumpily, Dad packed everything back into the car and they drove back to the city. They picked up a pizza on the way home and everyone slept in their own beds that night.
	
Plan ahead and be prepared. 


























	Passage
Sarah didn't play with the new girl in her class, Laila,
at recess. No one did. Laila had come to their school after winter break. She wore strange clothes and she spoke with an accent. Then one day, the teacher put Sarah and the Laila together as partners on a class project. At first, Sarah was nervous about working with someone so different, but then they began to talk. She found out that Laila had a little brother just like she did. Not only that, they both loved to draw and they both collected seashells. Sarah invited Laila over after school to work on the project and see her shell collection. The girls worked well together and before she left, Sarah gave Laila one of her best shells to take home for her collection. The next day, Laila invited Sarah over dinner. The food was really different than what Sarah was used to, but it was also really good. Laila's parents were nice too. The girls got an A on their project, but even better, they became good friends.
	Don't judge people before you get to know them. 




















We will also have questions similar to the ones we did for our “Identifying Themes Worksheet”. I have provided a sample question below:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Identifying ThemeDirections: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences.






Katie Clean invited Messy Missy to her house to work on their biology project, but Katie Clean had no idea what a visit from Messy Missy entailed. First of all, it was raining and Messy Missy neither bothered to take her boots off nor thoroughly wiped them on the doormat. Then Messy Missy ate a bag of hot chips on Katie Clean’s white bedspread without asking, and Messy Missy is a sloppy eater, so hot chip powder got all over the bedspread. Katie Clean tried to be polite and ignore Messy Missy’s sloppy behavior, but then Messy Missy threw her chip wrapper on the floor. Offended, Katie Clean pretended that she was sick and asked Messy Missy to leave. The next day Katie Clean asked the teacher if she could work by herself. After explaining her situation, the teacher allowed Katie to work alone. Messy Missy would have finished the assignment by herself, but she spilled grape soda all over her assignment. 

What is the theme of the story?
_____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
