“Mexico’s Fight for Independence,” by Terry Miller Shannon
If you’re ever in Mexico on September 16, you’ll find yourself in the middle of a big celebration. You’ll see parades, fireworks, food, confetti, toys, horseback riders, rodeos, bullfights, and many happy people! September 16 is Mexican Independence Day; Mexicans are honoring their country’s freedom. 
The Creoles were the first group of Mexicans to think about revolution. They were born in Mexico to parents from Spain who had settled in Mexico. Compared to people living in Mexico and born in Spain, the Creoles were regarded as second-class citizens. They didn’t have the same privileges as those born in Spain. They were unhappy with their lack of political power and began to plan a revolution. The Spaniards learned of their plans and the Creoles were forced to begin the revolution ahead of schedule. 

Very early on September 16, 1810, a priest named Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla rang the bell of his church. He yelled: “Viva México!” and “Viva la independencia!” This is known as the cry of independence. Hidalgo was calling out to Mexicans, urging them to fight Spanish rule and to reclaim Mexico for their own. By the end of October 80,000 people had joined Hidalgo’s army. Hidalgo’s soldiers conquered two large cities and a few others, but they were defeated in the biggest city—Mexico City. In 1811, Hidalgo was captured and killed by the Spanish, but the fight for independence continued. 

The next leader of the rebellion was another priest, named José María Morelos y Pavón. He issued the first formal call for independence at a congress he held in 1813. He wrote up a constitution for a Mexican republic. However, in 1815, Morelos was also captured and killed by the Spanish. 

For the next five years, there was no real leader of the Mexican revolution, and by 1816, Spanish soldiers had killed most of the rebels. Spain’s king forced Mexicans to pay taxes, and the king’s harsh actions caused many Mexicans who hadn’t taken part in the revolution to now turn against Spain. In 1820, there was a revolution in Spain, and the Creoles believed this would be a perfect time to try again for independence. 

In 1821, a Spanish colonel named Agustín de Iturbide was sent with 2,500 Spanish soldiers to stop a Mexican rebellion in central Mexico. A group of powerful Creoles approached Iturbide and convinced him to betray his Spanish commander. He agreed to fight alongside them with his army in the Creoles’ fight for independence. In exchange, Iturbide was to have the power to dictate the terms of Mexico’s independence.

In September of 1821, Iturbide led troops to conquer Mexico City, the center of Spanish government. He declared himself the head of the new independent government of Mexico. Spanish officials escaped and returned to Spain. Mexico was now independent! The Mexicans fought for their freedom for 11 years. They may have lost as many as 600,000 lives. At last, their long years of sacrifice had paid off—they were free and independent. 

But the Creoles couldn’t agree on how Mexico’s government should work. Some people wanted a monarchy, ruled by a king. Others desired a republic like the United States, governed by Mexico’s citizens. Iturbide decided for everyone in 1822 when he established a monarchy by declaring himself Emperor Agustín I. He was not a good ruler, and the people turned against him. By 1823, he was dethroned. 

After Iturbide was dethroned, a congress was established. This congress wrote a constitution for a democratic country, similar to the United States. However, there were still major disagreements. One group wanted a strong central government and wanted Roman Catholicism to be the national religion. Another group wanted the states to have more power, and they wanted to be free to worship as they wished. At last in 1824, the groups reached a compromise, and Mexico became a republic. They formed a national government led by a two-house congress. A governor and a legislature led each state. The first president was Guadalupe Victoria. The Mexican people will never forget the people and events that led to their country’s independence. 

Mexican Independence Day is a huge celebration, or fiesta, every year throughout Mexico. Each year, the celebration begins on the night of September 15. People all over Mexico gather in town centers. In Mexico City, around half a million people crowd into the city square. Everyone watches the clock. At exactly 11:00, the crowd quiets. Mexico’s president comes out of the palace onto the balcony. He wears a sash of red, white, and green, and carries a large Mexican flag. The president rings the same liberty bell that Hidalgo rang when he called the people to fight against the Spanish for their freedom. As Hidalgo did so many years ago, the president shouts, “Viva México!” and “Viva la independencia!” His voice booms through loudspeakers. The crowd screams “Viva México!” and “Viva la independencia!” while they toss confetti and blow on their horns. Everyone sings Mexico’s national anthem. Red, white, and green fireworks light the sky. Similar ceremonies take place all over Mexico at the same time.

The next day, September 16, is Independence Day. Mexicans celebrate with parades, feasts, rodeos, bullfights, and horseback riding competitions. Statues of Hidalgo are decorated with red, white, and green flowers. It’s a fine celebration in honor of Mexico’s long, hard, yet rewarding fight for independence.

UNIT LESSON PLAN

INSTRUCTOR_______________        DATE___________      CLASS LEVEL _ABE Level C______
	Topic:  September Lesson Plan: Mexico’s Fight for Independence. 

	Lesson Objectives:

1.  Gain a deeper understanding of non-fiction literature through collaboration with peers

2. Analyze the text through in-depth reading, text-dependent questions, and study of vocabulary

3. Use the reading strategy of summarizing/sequence of events to understand and remember informational text
4. Identify singular and plural possessives

	CCR Standards Aligned to this Lesson:

RI/RL.4.1 , RI/RL.5.1, RI.4.3, RL.5.4, RI.4.5, SL.5.1 , SL.5.2 , L.5.5, L.4.4 & 5.4

	Reading: text dependent questions, strategies of summarizing, vocabulary, sequence of events
Vocabulary: anthem, compromise, Creoles, dethroned, fiesta, independence, republic, revolution
Summarizing/Sequence of events:  When summarizing a reading passage, students need to put it into their own words. Otherwise, they are just copying what the author wrote. Review or explain that many writers present the events in a book in the order in which they  happen to help the reader understand what they read. Tell students that thinking about the sequence of events, especially in an informational book like this one, will help them remember what happened, why it happened, and when it happened.
Grammar:   Singular and Plural possessives: In order to show who or what owns something, writers add -’s  to the end of a regular noun.


Text Dependent Questions                            Possible Student Answers

	Why were the Creoles considered

second-class citizens in Mexico

in the early 1800s?

	They were considered 2nd class citizens because they were born in Mexico to parents from Spain who had settled in Mexico. So they were not fully Spanish, nor were they fully Mexican (lines 5-6). Because they were regarded as second-class citizens, they didn’t have the same privileges as those born in Spain. They were unhappy with their lack of political power (line 8). 

	How is September 16

in Mexico similar to July 4

in the United States?

How is it different?
	For Mexican Independence day, there are parades, fireworks, food, confetti, toys, horseback riders, rodeos, bullfights, and many happy people (lines 3-4). For July 4th in the U.S., our celebration is similar because we celebrate with parades, fireworks, and food. The celebration of Mexican independence day is different because everyone starts celebrating the night before, and the President comes out and rings a bell and shouts “Viva México!” and “Viva la independencia!” in rememberance of the priest Hidalgo who made the first attempt for Mexico’s independence (lines 49-53). Everyone shouts in response and celebration, while singing the national anthem (lines 54-55). In the U.S., people sing the national anthem, but we do not have a formal gathering where the President makes a statement based on a historic saying. 

	What led to the start of a Mexican

revolution against Spanish rule?
	The Creole population in Mexico was unhappy because they didn’t have the same privileges as those born in Spain. They were unhappy with their lack of political power and began to plan a revolution. The Spaniards learned of their plans, so the Creoles were forced to begin the revolution ahead of schedule (lines 8-10).

	How was Mexico’s current government formed?
	At last in 1824, the groups reached a compromise, and Mexico became a republic. They formed a national government led by a two-house congress. A governor and a legislature led each state. The first president was Guadalupe Victoria. The Mexican people will never forget the people and events that led to their country’s independence (lines 43-46). 

	The people had a fiesta.

What does fiesta mean?
	A fiesta is a huge celebration in Mexico. Mexican Independence Day on September 16th is a huge celebration or fiesta celebrated every year (lines 47-48). 

	What type of government gives

power to the people? 
	A republic is the type of government that gives power to the people. Some of the Creoles desired a republic like the United States, once Mexico became independent, to be governed by Mexico’s citizens (lines 35-36). 

	Why did Agustín de Iturbide

agree to help the Mexicans

fight for independence?
	Iturbide agreed to fight alongside with the Mexicans with his army in the Creoles’ fight for independence. In exchange, Iturbide was to have the power to dictate the terms of Mexico’s independence. In 1821, he was sent with 2,500 Spanish soldiers to stop a Mexican rebellion in central Mexico. A group of powerful Creoles approached Iturbide and convinced him to betray his Spanish commander (lines 25-29).

	How do Mexicans celebrate

their independence?
	Mexicans celebrate with parades, feasts, rodeos, bullfights, and horseback riding competitions. Statues of Hidalgo are decorated with red, white, and green flowers. It’s a fine celebration in honor of Mexico’s long, hard, yet rewarding fight for independence (lines 57-60). 

	Describe the events of September 16, 1810. 
	Lines 11-14: Very early on September 16, 1810, a priest named Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla rang the bell of his church. He yelled: “Viva México!” and “Viva la independencia!” This is known as the cry of independence. Hidalgo was calling out to Mexicans, urging them to fight Spanish rule and to reclaim Mexico for their own. 

	After Mexico gained their independence, what kind of leader did Iturbide prove himself to be? 
	After Mexico gained its independence, the Creoles couldn’t agree on how Mexico’s government should work. Some people wanted a monarchy, ruled by a king. Others desired a republic like the United States, governed by Mexico’s citizens. Iturbide decided for everyone in 1822 when he established a monarchy by declaring himself Emperor Agustín I. He was not a good ruler, and the people turned against him. By 1823, he was dethroned (lines 34-38). 


	Why were there still disagreements after a congress was established?
	There were still major disagreements because one group wanted a strong central government and wanted Roman Catholicism to be the national religion. Another group wanted the states to have more power, and they wanted to be free to worship as they wished. At last in 1824, the groups reached a compromise, and Mexico became a republic (lines 40-43). 


	Vocabulary: Understanding Vocabulary using Contextualization

 Model how to apply word-attack strategies. For example, have students look at the word revolution. Model how students can use the strategy of using the context of the sentence to figure out the meaning of the word. Explain that the sentence preceding the one with revolution says that Mexicans no longer wanted to be ruled by Spain. Then, tell students to read the first part of the sentence with the unfamiliar word. Explain that it doesn’t tell much, but if students keep reading past the word revolution they’ll see it’s followed by the word or, which is used to signal that a definition or explanation context clue follows. By reading the second part of the sentence students find the definition of the word. Have students look at the glossary to check their definitions.                   

Practice the strategy again with the vocabulary words “fiesta” and “dethroned.”              

Have students work in pairs/groups to work on the vocabulary graphic organizer, the Vocabulary Box, using markers and paper.              

	Summarizing/Sequence of Events:

· Reinforce that a summary tells the most important information. Unimportant information is not used. Discuss how students can decide what information is important and what is not. 
· Introduce and model:  Review or explain that many writers present the events in a book in the order in which they happen to help the reader understand what they read. Tell students that thinking about the sequence of events, especially in an informational reading like this one, will help them remember what happened, why it happened, and when it happened. 

· Have students work in pairs to determine the important events to put in the sequence for the Revolution and the republic using the graphic organizer. 

· Ask students to come and write their sequence of events on the board, and check for understanding. Have the other students look over the list of important events written on the board from their graphic organizer. Going through the list, ask students to explain why they thought those events were the most important. Ask students to tell you if any of the events on the board are less important than the others. Take out any events that are less important. 

	Grammar: 

· Tell students that when writers want to show that ownership belongs to more than one person or thing, they add either an -’s if the word does not end in -s and only an apostrophe if it does.

· Write the word “men” on the board. Tell students that -’s is added to this word because it does not end in an “s.”

· Write the following words on the board: Spaniard, immigrant, Creole, government, Hidalgo, country, Mexico.
· Model singular and plural possessive nouns using the first word as follows:
                 Singular possessive noun - The Spaniard’s voyage was safe.

                 Plural possessive noun - The Spaniards’ voyage was safe.

	How I will scaffold my lessons to reach all of my students' levels:

1. Guide the students in shared reading activities (close reading, chorale reading, reader and response, scooping for fluency). 

2. The class will participate in whole class and small group discussion as we analyze the text.

3. Discuss the meaning and use of vocabulary words in small groups, and divide the students into multi-level mixed groups to make vocabulary word webs. Use pictures and simplified definitions for lower-level students who need them. 

4. Model Understanding Vocabulary in Context.  Explain that students can look for base words, prefixes and suffixes, and they can use the context of a sentence to work out a word’s meaning.
5. Explain and model the strategy of Summarizing/Sequence of Events.  Reinforce how looking for the important information and events in the reading helps keep them actively engaged in reading. Point out that mentally summarizing each section as they read helps them understand and remember what they have read. Guide students in understanding and filling out the graphic organizer. 
6. Model and explain the grammar skill of Possessives. Allow students to find examples of possessives from the story, and also write their own examples sentences with singular and plural possessive nouns. 

	Differentiated instructional techniques:

The students will a graphic organizer to get information about the story. Pair students by ability levels (lower-level students with higher level students) to complete the sequence of events graphic organizer.  There will be multi-level mixed groups (low and high level students) to play the vocabulary game together.

	How I will assess my students' mastery of the lessons:

 I will monitor students to determine if they can:

· Use the reading strategy of summarizing to understand and remember informational text

· Identify important events and use a graphic organizer to show the sequence in which they occurred

· Form singular possessive and plural possessive nouns from given content vocabulary words and use each word in a sentence.

	Suggested Five Day Plan:

1. Day 1: Begin reading the passage “Mexico’s Fight for Independence” (the first page). Answer the text-related questions for the first page. Discuss the questions and answers as a class, practice reading for fluency and scooping. Learn the vocabulary from the first page as well. 

2. Day 2: Continue reading the text (the second page), using reading strategies and scooping for fluency. Answer the text-related questions for the second page. Discuss the questions and answers as a class, as well as learn the vocabulary from that page. 

3. Day 3:  Teach students how to understand vocabulary in context of the reading passage, and how to find the meanings of words within the text. Have students work in groups to find the vocabulary words and definitions that are present in the text. Divide the students into pairs/groups to do the vocabulary activity with their chosen words. Let them use paper and markers to create the “Vocabulary Box” for their assigned words.  Teach the grammar skill of understanding possessives using examples from the text. Model examples of both singular and plural possessive nouns. Model and explain the grammar skill of Possessives. Allow students to find examples of possessives from the story, and also write their own examples sentences with singular and plural possessive nouns. 
4. Day 4: Teach students the reading strategy of summarizing/sequence. Model how to summarize information and to put events in a sequence. Students can complete the graphic organizer for sequence. Have them work in pairs to determine the sequence of events for the Revolution and the Republic. Ask students to come and write their sequence of events on the board, and check for understanding. Have the other students look over the list of important events written on the board from their graphic organizer. Going through the list, ask students to explain why they thought those events were the most important. Ask students to tell you if any of the events on the board are less important than the others. Take out any events that are less important. 



Vocabulary

1. anthem a song of national pride 

2. compromise a decision in which both sides of an argument give up certain things to reach an agreement 

3. Creoles people born in Mexico whose parents were born in Spain 

4. dethroned removed from power 

5. fiesta Spanish word for “festival” 

6. independence freedom from the control, influence, support, or help of others 

7. republic a government in which power belongs to the citizens 

8. revolution removing one government from power to replace it with another 

Name__________________

Directions: Fill in the graphic organizer with the major events you read about in this passage related to the revolution and the republic. 
Mexico’s Fight for Independence
Revolution!

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

Republic

Event: ______________________________________________________________ 

	Word: 
	Definition: 

	Sentence with the word: 
	Picture: 


Vocabulary Box

