
American Government
Semester I - Class Syllabus
Contact Information:

Mr. Mark Walters


Voicemail (Walters) - 313-827-8151
walterm@dearbornschools.org
GOALS OF THE COURSE
· Examine, investigate, and explain the formal and informal structures of Government and the processes of the American political system.
· Enhance understanding and appreciation of the Democratic process.
· Improve reading, vocabulary, note taking, and critical and analytical thinking skills.
Curriculum Main Topics

· Foundations of National and State Government
· Constitution
· Political Parties
· Voting and The Electoral Process
· Interest Groups
· Congress
· The President
· Federal and Supreme Court
· Civil Rights and Liberties
· Foreign Policy and National Defense
Course Materials
Text: Magruder’s American Government:McClenahan.Prentice Hall:Boston, MA,2010
Students will be enrolled in Pearsonsuccess.net (online text)
Students will enroll in ilearn
Students will use laptops for various activities and review

Bring all materials to class DAILY:


Text; Planners / IDs on person at all times


Notebook; Lined Paper; Pen/Pencil/Highlighter

Suggested at home: 

Access to a computer with internet is strongly encouraged.
Basic Behavior Guidelines:
· Be in your seat when the bell rings
· Be prepared with all required materials
· Follow Dearborn Core Values
· Remain in your seat unless given permission to do otherwise
· Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak.  Do not yell out.  It is disruptive and unacceptable behavior 

· No personal grooming
· All purses, backpacks, etcetera must be stored underneath your table during class time
Technology In The Classroom:

Remind: Text “@3a6bf” to (517) 481-2418 and you will be signed up for periodic text reminders that will be helpful for doing well in this class.
Ilearn: Will be a useful tool for this class. Worksheets and study guides/online tests will be on ilearn for each chapter covered. Students will be directed how to enroll at the beginning of the course. We will use ilearn with the laptops as frequently as possible.

Pearsonsuccess.net: Students will be able to access the online textbook, which has helpful features not found in the paper text. This will also allow students to leave textbooks at school.
PLEASE: DO NOT PULL OUT ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CLASS unless okayed!    (You will lose points or they will be taken away)
Grading Scale:
93-100  A

86-83  B

76-73  C

66-63  D

92-90   A-

82-80  B-

72-70  C-

62-60  D-

89-87   B+

79-77  C+

69-67  D+

59-0    E

You can check your overall and individual assignment grades online with Mistar Parent Connect or Student Connect.
Scoring System:




FORMATIVE:  Bellwork, Classwork, Homework, …………………………………….20%


SUMMATIVE: Tests, Quizzes, Projects……………………………………………………80%


Participation Policy:

· Students will be given daily points for being on time, prepared and participating in class.

· Participation points will be awarded every Marking period.

Retake Policy:
· All assignments are to be completed to the best of the student’s ability 

· In order to be eligible for a retake, the student must complete all chapter assignments.
· A written request must be made by the student, including a reasonable explanation for needing the retake. The retake request form is on page 3 of this document.
· Only one retake per summative assessment is permitted.
· A student caught cheating will not be allowed a retake.

· End-of-semester exams cannot be retaken.
· The higher score is the score of record.
· Completion of the retake will occur within one week of original test
· Retakes will be offered at 6:30 a.m. on assigned Friday after test.
Retake Guidelines

District Guidelines:

Summative Assessment Retakes
Except for AP classes and honors classes beginning with the second semester of ninth grade, teachers will make summative assessment retakes available to students based on the following principles and process:

· Only one retake per summative assessment is permitted.

· The higher score is the score of record.

· Students must follow the retake process established in the respective school, but each process should include the following:

1. A written request by the student, including an explanation for requesting the retake.

2. The student’s demonstration of effort to attain mastery learning, which might include test corrections, caught-up homework.

3. The teacher’s approval for retake following 1 and 2 above.

4. The student’s arranging with the teacher for retake.

5. Completion of the retake within a reasonable time frame, e.g. within 1.5 weeks of the original summative assessment.

Retakes may be in a different format from the original summative assessment.

End–of-year semester exams cannot be retaken.

Retake Request Form

Dearborn High School


**Retakes are not offered in AP or Honors classes

Name of student requesting retake: _____________________________________

Teacher :__________________________________________________________

Subject/Hour ______________________________________________________

What chapter, unit, or topic are you requesting a retake for? __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Original Test date: ______________ Original assessment score  _________


Reason(s) for requesting a retake __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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