Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric

1.  Number of comments

· No comments=0 points______

· 1 comment= 3 points   ______

· 2 comments=4 points  ______

· 3 comments=5 points______

2.  Quality of points

· no comments=0 points _____

· just repeats others’ ideas=3 points_____

· expresses original ideas=4 points_____

· original, deep comments, new ideas=5 points_____

3.  References to text

· no references=0 points_______

· 1-2 references=3 points______

· 3 references= 4 points ______

· 4 or more references =5 points_____

Total Points 

/15 (SUMMATIVE OOOOOOOOOOOO () 
End of WWII Nuclear Bomb Socratic Circle (2nd hour)
Topic: Should the U.S. have dropped the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan?  

Participants: 

1st group: Nassim Abuhalaweh, Hatem Albayati, Ruqaya Alsiyaghy, Jamil Bazzi, Cynthia Castellanos, Layla Elmokadem, Mohamed Hamade, Tate Jacobs, Ali Khatib, Eman Moheisen, Robert Rinke
2nd group: Kara Agemy, Muhamad Alhajim, Ayman Alzzwear, Mariam Berry, Madina Chaaban, Najib Farah, Fatima Hojeij, Ahmad Johair, Eleanor Margetich, Mahdi Nasser, Heather Slanec

3rd group: Ahmad Ahmad, Gehan Alkubati, Zaynab Bazzi, Tia Boone, Jazmine Chami, Olivia Grantham, Sammy Jaber, Adam Jorgenson, Miran Mashrah, Rabih Rababe

Materials: 

-Seattle Times Article
-Notes from class

-Chapter 17 from textbook

-Any outside sources you want to use

What is a Socratic circle?

A Socratic circle (also called Socratic seminar) is a process to try to understand information by creating the dialectic in class in regards to a specific text. In a Socratic circle, participants seek deeper understanding of complex ideas in the text through thoughtful dialogue, rather than by memorizing bits of information. A Socratic Circle is not debate. The goal of this activity is to have participants work together to construct meaning and arrive at an answer, not for one student or one group to “win the argument.”

How does a Socratic Circle work?

The ritualistic structure of a Socratic Circle is one that appears complex to participants at first, but ultimately that structure is what provides the students’ growth and ownership of the conversation. The basic procedure for a Socratic Circle is as follows:

1. At the beginning of class the next day, students are randomly divided into two/three concentric circles: an inner circle and an outer circle.

2. Students in the inner circle engage in a discussion of the text for approximately ten minutes, while the outer circle observes the human behavior and performance of the inner circle.

3. Following this discussion of the text, the outer circle then assesses the inner circle’s performance and offers a few minutes of feedback for the inner circle.

4. Students in the inner and outer circle now exchange roles and positions within the classroom.

5. The new inner circle (the students who began in the outer circle) holds a ten-minute discussion and then receives a few minutes of feedback from the new outer circle.

Tips: 

-Students run the conversation

-reference the text 

-use eye contact

-call people by name

-build on other people’s ideas

-no negative attacks

-invite people to speak

-speak up so all can hear you

-don’t raise hands, take turns speaking

-ask for clarification if you need to (from other students)

-talk to each other (not the teacher) 

End of WWII Nuclear Bomb Socratic Circle (6th hour)

Topic: Should the U.S. have dropped the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan?  

Participants: 

1st group: Nour Alaboosi, Amanda ALaziz, Banean Alkafhie, Mohamed Bubakr, Mohamad Elhajj, Israa Hammoud, Julliette Mahfouz, Joseph Masri, Dunia Nsief, Maryim Smaidy
2nd group: Kamal Alashkar, Mariyem Albaseri, Aseal Alsamhouri, Khalil Cherri, Mohammed Fradi, Kassem Hussein, Danielle Makki, Kristina Mullins, Clayton Palmer, Malak Wazne
3rd group: Ali Jawad Alawieh, Safa Alkablany, Ranya Alsudani, Marie Eden, Celina Gomez Martinez, Joshua Kesrwan, Chalese Marshall, Jake Naar, Adel Rizk, Devin Young
Materials: 

-Seattle Times Article

-Notes from class

-Chapter 17 from textbook

-Any outside sources you want to use

What is a Socratic circle?

A Socratic circle (also called Socratic seminar) is a process to try to understand information by creating the dialectic in class in regards to a specific text. In a Socratic circle, participants seek deeper understanding of complex ideas in the text through thoughtful dialogue, rather than by memorizing bits of information. A Socratic Circle is not debate. The goal of this activity is to have participants work together to construct meaning and arrive at an answer, not for one student or one group to “win the argument.”

How does a Socratic Circle work?

The ritualistic structure of a Socratic Circle is one that appears complex to participants at first, but ultimately that structure is what provides the students’ growth and ownership of the conversation. The basic procedure for a Socratic Circle is as follows:

1. At the beginning of class the next day, students are randomly divided into two/three concentric circles: an inner circle and an outer circle.

2. Students in the inner circle engage in a discussion of the text for approximately ten minutes, while the outer circle observes the human behavior and performance of the inner circle.

3. Following this discussion of the text, the outer circle then assesses the inner circle’s performance and offers a few minutes of feedback for the inner circle.

4. Students in the inner and outer circle now exchange roles and positions within the classroom.

5. The new inner circle (the students who began in the outer circle) holds a ten-minute discussion and then receives a few minutes of feedback from the new outer circle.

Tips: 

-Students run the conversation

-reference the text 

-use eye contact

-call people by name

-build on other people’s ideas

-no negative attacks

-invite people to speak

-speak up so all can hear you

-don’t raise hands, take turns speaking

-ask for clarification if you need to (from other students)

-talk to each other (not the teacher)

