Study Questions for Their Eyes Were Watching God
Part 1
1. What does the narrator say about the dreams of men? How is that different from those 

    of women?

2. How are the porch sitters typical of all human beings?

3. Metaphorically, what does Janie’s black “rope” of hair mean? How could it also stand 

    for race?

4. Janie sees her life as a tree in leaf. How is that different from the common image of life 

    as a river?

5. When Granny calls herself a cracked plate, what does she mean?

6. How does Janie’s first marriage change?

7. What attracts her to Joe Sparks?

8.  How is Joe different from the other black men?

9. What were Jody’s rules for Janie?

10. When does love leave her marriage?

Part 2

11. Why does she say what she says to Jody on his death bed?

12. What is the difference between mourning and grief?

13. How does Tea Cake endear himself to Janie?

14. How does her hair figure into the story again?

15. Chapter 12 starts in another voice. Whose?
16. Is Janie Tea Cakes equal? Does she act that way? Why or Why not?

17. Do Tea Cake and Janie have a strong relationship? What makes it so?

18. How does Tea Cake treat her? Give an example.

19. What is the difference between the muck and Eatonville?

20. In Chapter 15, Is it rape or not? Explain.

21. How does Janie react to Mrs. Turner’s racism?

22. How does Hurston change the dialogue?

23. How is Janie and Tea Cake’s reaction to the storm different from the rest of the 

      townspeople?

24. How does Janie react to Tea Cakes sickness? What has he done for her that causes her 

      to react the way she does?

25. Why do the black folks turn on her? 

