Basic Rubric for Language Arts 7 and 8 Argumentative Papers:

A/B+
There is a full claim: opinion and specific reasons. The paper is organized and relevant data is used and explained. There is good organization. The 

paper has a natural flow to it. You support and prove your opinions with data, rationalize your data (warrant) in depth, and include a counter argument.

B/B-
There is a full claim: opinion and specific reasons. The paper is organized and 
relevant data is used and explained. There is good organization. Few if 

any grammar or language errors. Some parts of the paper are unclear or lack clarity. You support and prove your opinions. You make connections between data and your claim with warrants. A counter argument is included, but it is not refuted.
C+/C
There is a claim. The topic is addressed adequately, but superficial and not much 
depth. Data is used, but not explained (warrants are unclear or not there at all). Too much summary takes place, not enough original content. Few language or grammar errors are in this paper. Organization and logic is there, but not very strong – it drifts at times. No counter argument is made.
C-/D+
Can see a claim was attempted, but not complete. Some use of data, but not much. When quotations are used they are not introduced or 

explained or might not be relevant. More of a summary than   

            an argument. Some language and grammar weakness are in this paper.
D/D-
Not much of an attempt. Weak claim or no claim at all. Little or no use of    

Data. If data is used it is not introduced or explained. As a whole, the argument is not organized or logically explained. You may just summarize and not make an actual argument. Grammar and spelling impact the ability to read this paper.

E
Off topic. Confusing claim if there is one at all. Turned in a blank page, or nothing at all.
Summary (bad) = Retelling the story or retelling more than proving your opinions.

Analysis  (good) = Choosing a side, making a claim, and supporting that claim with data while connecting that data to the bigger picture of the central claim.
