Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

Mark Tyler, Edsel Ford High School
Any student taking this course should possess the ability to perform at a high academic level, and be motivated to exercise higher level thinking skills with rigor and independence. Students will be expected to actively participate in class discussions and group activities. Many, but not all of the readings will take place outside of the classroom, and the work will require the student to analyze, investigate and clearly respond to the themes, tone, structure and types of writing: essays, plays, prose and poetry. The assumption will be that all AP students will be taking the AP Exam at the end of the school year, and we will cover the material in a manner that will prepare them for this exam. This course is a college level course, and many schools, based on AP test scores, will grant college credit for the class. 

Evaluation of the student’s progress will be through both in-class and out of class writing assignments, content tests, AP style tests, close reading assignments, and grammar review assignments. 

Summer Readings and accompanying work will be done in a spiral folder and will be turned in on the first full day of the semester:
You will read the plays Oedipus Rex and Antigone by Sophocles. The study guides for these plays can be found on my blog. These will be completed and returned on the first full day of the semester.

Finally, you are to read All The King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren. Keep a journal as you read (chapter by chapter). For each chapter describe the plot and its flow, character descriptions (major and secondary), conflicts (man versus man, himself, society, nature), motifs and tone.  At the end I want you to explain what you feel is the essential theme (message) of this book that the reader is to walk away with after having read. Finally, explain how you felt about this book and why in detail. 
Upon your return, after a brief period of discussion, you will be given an exam on the two Sophocles plays. You will also be writing a paper for All the Kings Men.
I can be reached this summer through my email address: tylerm@dearbornschools.org
