Oedipus Rex Study Guide
Identify the following characters from the play:

1.
Oedipus

2.
Jocasta

3.
Laius

4.
Creon

5.
Tiresius

6.
Polypus

7.
Merope

8.
Antigone

Identify the following places:

9.
Delphos (Pythos)

10.
Corinth

11.
Thebes

12.
Olympus

Explain the following terms: (Use a dictionary or textbook glossary.)

13.
dramatic irony

14.
catharsis

15.
foreshadowing

Questions:

16.
What is happening at the beginning of the play?

17.
What has Oedipus sent his brother-in-law, Creon, in search of?

18.
What is the recurring prophesy that appears in the play?

19.
What does Oedipus promise to do to the person who has killed King Laius?

20.
What is so ironic about Tiresius?

21.
Who is Tiresius accused of being in a conspiracy with?

22.
How does Creon respond to Oedipus’ charges?

23.
What reasons does Creon give for his not wanting the crown?

24.
Give two examples of Oedipus’ excessive pride.

25.
What kind of woman is Jocasta?  What does she think of prophets?

26.
What fact disturbs Oedipus when Jocasta tells the story of the murder of King Laius?

27.
What roles does the chorus fulfill?

28.
What news does the messenger from Corinth bring?

29.
When Jocasta becomes upset with the story of the messenger, what does Oedipus accuse her of?

30.
Why doesn’t the herdsman want to tell Oedipus what he knows?

31.
What drives Oedipus on in pursuing the truth?

32.
What information does the herdsman give?

33.
What becomes of Jocasta?

34.
Why doesn’t Oedipus worry about his sons?

35.
What happens to Oedipus’ daughters?

36.
Why does he want to be exiled?

37.
Why does he not want to see?

38.
Oedipus has a tragic flaw.  What is it?

39.
Does Sophocles make these characters seem alive to us?  Are their qualities and reactions universal?  Explain.

40.
Explain catharsis as you now understand it from reading the climax of the play.

41.
What lessons would a member of the audience take away with them?

42.
Describe the expected public behavior of the Greek citizen.

43.
Describe the Golden Mean.

44.
Describe the kind of person Creon is.

45.
What happens to Oedipus?

