Truancy Letter 1

Date

Parent Name
Address
Dearborn, Ml

Dear <<parents name>>

<<Student’s name>>, a child between six years of age and under eighteen years, and
under your control, has not been attending the public schools as is required by the School
Code of 1976. This is supplemented through Act 215 of the 1989 regular session of the
Michigan Legislature, Sections 380.1561, 380.1587, and 380.1599.

Regular attendance at school is in <<Student’s name>>’s best interest. There is a clear
correlation between good attendance and academic achievement. <<Student’s name>>
needs to be in school to fully maximize his/her educational opportunities.

To date, <<Student’s name>>has been absent days.

If you have further questions, please call me at

As we discussed, State law requires regular attendance. Failure to comply shall result in
a referral to our Student Services Officer, and if unresolved, shall involve court action
and, upon conviction, may involve a financial penalty or imprisonment, or both. Such
fine and imprisonment are at the discretion of the court.

Sincerely,

Principal, Counselor, OR Social Worker
Title
School Name

Attachments: Copy of Compulsory School Laws
City of Dearborn Parental Responsibility Policy

cc: Attendance Officer, Student Services
Student’s CA60

Revised 8/21
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Truancy Letter 2

Date

Parent Name
Address
Dearborn, Ml

Dear <<parents name>>:

Excessive absenteeism continues to impede <<Student’s name>>’s education
opportunities.

To date, <<Student’s name>>has missed days of instruction.

I am referring this matter to Dearborn Public School’s Attendance Officer to investigate
for violation of the Compulsory School Laws.

If you have any questions, please contact me at

Sincerely,

Principal, OR Counselor, OR Social Worker
Title
School Name

cc: Attendance Officer, Student Services
Student’s CA60

Revised 8/21
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COMPULSORY SCHOOL LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The Dearborn Schools District has a responsibility under the laws of the State of Michigan to inform you of your responsibility for the education of your student. The
Prosecutor’s Office and the courts can become involved in three ways. The state law is explained under the following sections:

First, the Compulsory School Attendance law requires that “every parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of a
child..., shall send that child to public schools during the entire school year. A child...shall attend school from age six to eighteen. The child’s
attendance shall be continuous and consecutive...” MCL 380.1561(1) a parent or other person in a parental relation who fails to comply with this
compulsory school attendance law is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by up to 90 days of jail, a fine of up to $50.00 or both.

MCL 380.1599. These “compulsory school attendance” cases are handled in 19" District Court.

A violation of this law occurs “if a child is repeatedly absent from school without valid excuse.” This can include a pattern of tardiness or a
pattern of absences (e.g., late every Monday, or absent 1 day per week).

Second, the Probate Code gives the Family Court jurisdiction over children and their parents where a parent or other person legally responsible
for the care and maintenance of children under the age of 18 “when able to do so, neglects or refuses to provide properly necessary education...”
MCL 712A.2 (b) (1). This is called “educational neglect” and the case is brought against the parents of the child.

Third, the Probate Code also gives the Family Court jurisdiction over children and their parents when a child “willfully and repeatedly absents
himself from school or other learning program intended to meet the child’s educational needs...” However, to take jurisdiction under this
provision we must be able to show “that the child, the parent, guardian, or custodian, and school officials or learning program personnel have met
on the child’s educational problems, and educational counseling and alternative agency help have been sought.” MCL 712A.2(4). This is called
“school truancy” and the case is brought against the child or juvenile.

City of Dearborn — Policies & Ordinances
Sec. 14-342. - Parental duties.

. It is the continuous duty of the parent of any minor to exercise reasonable control to prevent the minor from

committing any delinquent act.
. Included (without limitation) in the continuous duty of reasonable parental control are the following parental duties:
o To require the minor to attend regular school sessions and to forbid the minor to be absent
from class without parental or school permission;
(Ord. No. 92-537, § 2, 7-21-92)

Sec. 14-344. - Parental violation and penalty.

e Upon the first conviction of a violation of this division, the parent shall be subject to a fine of not less than $75.00
nor more than $100.00.

e Upon the second conviction of a violation of this division, the parent shall be subject to a fine of not less than
$100.00 nor more than $500.00 and, in addition, shall be sentenced to probation with the condition that the
parent participate in, through completion, a court approved, community based treatment program (such as parenting skills, family
services, employment and training, etc.) or, in the discretion of the court, be imprisonment for a period of not less
than 15 days nor more than 30 days.

o Upon the third or subsequent violation and conviction, the parent shall be subject to a fine of not less
than $250.00 or more than $500.00, and, in the discretion of the court, imprisoned for a period of not
less than 15 days nor more than 90 days.

(Ord. No. 92-537, § 4, 7-21-92)

If you have any questions regarding the state law, this letter, or your responsibility as a parent, please feel free to contact me at the Department of Student Services,
telephone 827-3005.

oy

Ibrahim Mashhour, Director
Student Services
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