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Course Description

This course is designed to provide the foundation for higher level classes in mathematics. Topics covered by this course in algebra include: definitions, representations and attributes of functions; operations and transformations; families of functions; lines and linear functions; quadratic functions; power functions; polynomial functions; models of real-world situations using families of functions; scatterplots and correlation; and linear regression. This semester we will be focusing our studies in the following areas (subject to change if needed):
Chapter 1:  Tools of Algebra

Chapter 2 & 3:  Solving Equations and Inequalities 

Chapter 5:  Graphs and Functions
Chapter 6:  Linear Equations and Their Graphs
Chapter 7:  Systems of Equations and Inequalities (as time permits)
Course Objectives

The goal of this course is to prepare mathematically proficient students.  Students will acquire and demonstrate knowledge of the concepts, definitions and properties. In addition, students will develop computational skills, critical thinking skills, and decision making skills by connecting concepts to practical applications needed to be productive members of society.

Attendance Policy
Consistent attendance is required for this class. Mathematical concepts build upon previous material. Thus, it is essential that students attend class every day and keep up with all assignments. However, if you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to obtain the assignment, to find out if the homework assignment was checked, and to present the make up assignment for grading.  You will be given a reasonable amount of time to make up the work; however, all work must be checked and recorded prior to the test on the missed assignment.  If you miss a test or quiz, arrangements to make it up should be made the day you return to school. No extra time will be given if you arrive late. Daily grades for missed assignments will not be recorded or changed after a student has taken a quiz or test. 

Tardies
Arrive to class on time.  The school tardy policy will be enforced. 
Bathroom Passes

Passes will not be issued during instructional time.  Also, passes are not permitted during the first or last 10 minutes of each class period.
Electronic Devices
The use of electronic devices is not permitted in class.  The use of electronic devises in class will result in the devise being confiscated and turned in to the main office for pick-up.  
Grading Scale 

The grading scale will be as follows:


A 
93-100 
A-
90-92 
B+ 
87-89 
B 
83-86 
B- 
80-82 
C+ 
77-79 
C 
73-76 
C-
70-72 
D+ 
67-69 
D 
63-66 
D- 
60-62 
E
Below 60

Grading Policy

The overall semester grade will be determined by the following criteria:
SUMMATIVE GRADES (80% of overall semester grade)
Quizzes/Tests:   Quizzes/mini-assessments are given throughout the chapters to check for retention and understanding of previously covered material as well as to reinforce homework completion.  Tests will be given periodically to show mastery of Chapter/Section concepts that have already been covered. Tests can only be retaken if the student has completed ALL of the assignments for the sections covered on the test. There are no retakes for quizzes.  Daily grades for missed assignments will not be recorded or changed after a student has taken a quiz or test on that topic.    
Final Exam:   A comprehensive Final Exam will be given at the end of the semester, which will include any/all material given during the entire semester.  The Final Exam will count for approximately 10% of the overall semester grade.  All students are expected to complete the final exam during the scheduled finals week.  If the exam is not taken, it could result in a 0% “E” grade for this assessment.

FORMATIVE GRADES (20% of overall semester grade)
Assignments:   
Classwork: It is expected that students participate in classwork each day.  Classwork grades will be recorded at least 2 times per week.   Since classwork grades reflect the students’ active participation in class they are not eligible for make up or resubmission.    
Homework: Homework will be collected at random at least once a week.  Homework assignments maybe corrected and resubmitted for a higher score until a test or quiz is given on that material.  
Binders:

Each student will keep their in-class notes, bellwork, classwork and homework in a 3-ring binder, which will be kept in class throughout the semester.  Each student will be responsible for keeping a neat and organized binder.   


Materials

· Many #2 pencils with erasers

· Notebook paper

· One 3-ring binder (1in. wide) with  5 dividers

· Scientific calculator to be kept at home (TI-nspire graphing calculator provided in class) 

· Pens or colored pencils 

· Individual pencil sharpener

· Graph Paper

· Ruler


I have received a copy of the classroom procedures for the Algebra 1 class.

Student Name (please print): __________________________________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________ 
Parent or Guardian Name (please print): ________________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian email: ____________________________________________________________

Date ___________

