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1. Chunk the article into manageable (2 paragraphs max.) pieces.  Number them.  
2. Highlight at least three words you are not familiar with or that are important and define. 
3. Show evidence of a close reading.  Mark up the left side of the text (each chunk) with questions and/or comments that demonstrate interacting with the text.  You may also include any confusion you have.  
4. Complete the attached graphic organizer to analyze author’s craft (article is on next few pages)

PSAT skill practice Social Sciences Passage

Coup D’etat  
International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences 
COPYRIGHT 2008 Thomson Gale
Coup d’etat is an important, often violent type of political leadership change. Coups involve a small group of conspirators plotting to seize state power and then doing so on their own or with the support of others. Coup attempts are swift, lasting hours or few days. Often attempts fail, but if state power is taken and held, the event is a coup d’etat. 
Both failed and successful coups may involve many deaths as a result of fighting between the coup participants and loyal armed forces, or they may be bloodless coups in which no one dies. Historically most coups have been military coups involving elements from the state’s own military and police because their firepower is needed to crush any possible opposition. When coups overthrow constitutionally elected governments, they are forceful, illegal means of political change. When coups are against dictatorships they are sudden, unexpected, and irregular means of political change.
The term coup d’etat (“blow against the state”) comes from Napoléon Bonaparte’s use of his troops on the 18th Brumaire (November 9, 1799) to overthrow the constitution of the First French Republic and ultimately to place himself in power as emperor. After independence in the early nineteenth century, most Latin American states experienced repeated coups (Los Golpes Militares ) led by innumerable caudillos (dictators), a phenomenon lasting until the 1980s. After decolonization, coups d’etat occurred in many new states of North Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. The 48 states of sub-Saharan Africa have seen the most coups, with 40 states experiencing 83 successful and 112 failed coups between 1956 and 2004. While rare in developed countries, coups have occurred in Europe, in Greecein 1967 and in Portugal in 1974. On some occasions coups have brought to power men who tried to better their countries, but generally coups have produced poor political leadership, further impoverishing their countries.
Coup leaders often proclaim themselves “revolutionaries,” but coups are not revolutions. Revolutions involve armed conflict; some coups do not. Revolutions last for months or years, coups last mere hours or days. Revolutions are mass political events involving much of the population; coups are made by a few coup-makers who are often
political or military elites. Revolutionaries seek fundamental social, economic, and political change; coup-makers may seek this, but they may act to prevent change or merely to gain the rewards of political office. Revolutions produce profound societal change; coups produce changes in political leadership and often little else.
When countries have weak political institutions—political parties, legislatures, courts, and bureaucracies—they may suffer frequent military interventions into politics. Harvard political scientist Samuel P. Huntington has called such countries praetorian polities. The type of coups they experience and the style of the resulting military rule depend upon the degree of political participation among the population: (1) when participation is low, only among elites, oligarchical coups and rule occur (2) when participation is moderate, including both elites and the middle classes, radical coups and rule happen and (3) when participation is high, including all social classes, the results are mass coups. Huntington’s variables, the strength of political institutions, and the level of political participation are key to understanding why and where coups d’etat happen.
Analysis Scaffold

1. Author’s claim (what he/she wants us to believe—OPINION + REASON)):




2. . Text Evidence for claim with MLA:  **TE= proof: stats, facts, examples
**MLA= author’s last name in parenthesis at the end of each piece of TE: “Blah-blah-blah” (Author’s LAST name).
a. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

d. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
                                                
           (inform, persuade, give opinion, etc.)

3. The author’s main purpose is _________________because_________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

                       			(Be specific)
4. The author’s main audience is __________________________because______________

_________________________________________________________________________________

5. The author establishes a _____________ tone through the following techniques (technique, explanation)     a.___________________________________________________________________, 

b.______________________________________________________________________________, and 

c._________________________________________________________________________________.

6. 3 words I didn’t know (or are ESSENTIAL words) WITH DEFINITIONS
a.                                                        
b. 
c.

7. TEXT STRUCTURE Describe HOW the author organizes the information in the text. What methods or techniques are used throughout?
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