Julius Caesar     Act IV Study Questions            
Scene iii

1. Why does Cassius feel that Brutus has done him a wrong? 
2.  What does an ‘itching palm” mean?
3.  What is Brutus beginning to realize in his speech that begins “Remember March, the ides 
      of March. . .”?
4. The argument between Cassius and Brutus is rather childish and petty.  Why is Brutus really mad at Cassius?  What did he ask him for that he has not received?
5.  What method of persuasion does Cassius use on Brutus? Cite textual evidence to back up your claim.
6.   What does Cassius say he will do with his dagger? How is this connected to Brutus’ funeral speech?
7. How did Portia die?  What does Brutus’ reaction show about him?
8.  Messala brings news of the new triumvirate’s power in Rome.  What have they done?
9. Identify the irony in Brutus and Cassius’ discussion about marching the troops to Phillipi, Based on prior events, do you think this is a wise decision?  Why or why not? 
10. What disturbs the sleep of Brutus?  What does it symbolize?  What does it foreshadow?
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