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Notes	  to	  Teacher	  
	  
This	  is	  a	  fun	  way	  to	  encourage	  students	  to	  read	  over	  Winter	  Break.	  We	  all	  know	  how	  busy	  everyone	  is	  
over	  break,	  so	  this	  is	  just	  a	  reminder	  for	  students	  to	  remember	  to	  do	  some	  reading.	  It	  is	  flexible,	  so	  
students	  and	  families	  can	  read	  what	  they	  choose.	  I	  have	  included	  two	  different	  marshmallow	  challenge	  
pages.	  They	  are	  very	  similar	  except	  the	  Christmas	  one	  includes	  a	  few	  challenges	  such	  as	  “Read	  under	  the	  
Christmas	  tree,”	  while	  the	  Winter	  one	  is	  more	  holiday	  neutral.	  	  	  	  
	  
How	  to	  Use:	  
1.  Pass	  out	  a	  mug	  and	  a	  page	  of	  marshmallows	  to	  each	  student.	  
2.  As	  a	  class,	  set	  a	  goal	  of	  minutes	  that	  each	  marshmallow	  represents.	  Base	  this	  on	  your	  students,	  

families,	  and	  length	  of	  break.	  A	  goal	  of	  30	  minutes	  would	  mean	  a	  total	  of	  300	  minutes	  for	  break.	  	  
3.  Encourage	  your	  students	  to	  choose	  at	  least	  10	  marshmallow	  challenges	  that	  appeal	  to	  them.	  They	  

can	  also	  write	  in	  their	  own	  challenges	  in	  the	  blank	  marshmallows.	  	  
4.  Have	  students	  complete	  the	  challenge	  at	  home	  and	  glue	  the	  reading	  challenge	  on	  one	  of	  the	  

marshmallows	  on	  the	  mug.	  
5.  Also	  encourage	  students	  to	  decorate	  the	  mugs	  so	  you	  can	  hang	  them	  up	  when	  they	  are	  returned.	  	  
6.  Set	  a	  due	  date	  and	  let	  students	  know	  when	  you	  expect	  the	  mugs	  returned.	  	  
7.  Send	  the	  project	  home	  over	  break	  for	  some	  reading	  fun!	  

Extension	  Ideas:	  
*When	  students	  return	  the	  mugs,	  you	  may	  choose	  to	  have	  a	  hot	  chocolate	  party	  and	  give	  special	  
marshmallows	  based	  on	  reading	  log.	  Have	  students	  share	  the	  favorite	  book	  they	  read	  over	  break	  while	  
enjoying	  hot	  chocolate.	  
*Hold	  a	  contest	  for	  the	  best	  decorated	  mug.	  
*Hang	  the	  mugs	  on	  a	  bulleUn	  board	  Utled	  “Warm	  Up	  to	  a	  Good	  Book”	  or	  something	  along	  those	  lines.	  	  	  

©	  2013	  More	  Than	  a	  Worksheet	  



Reading Goal 
	  

Each	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =	  ______minutes	  
	  

Name________________________________________________________________Date________________________	  
	  

Winter Break Reading Challenge Due __________________________ 
We	  all	  know	  how	  important	  reading	  is,	  so	  it	  is	  important	  to	  maintain	  good	  reading	  habits	  even	  on	  a	  break.	  Choose	  at	  
least	  10	  different	  marshmallow	  reading	  challenges.	  When	  you	  complete	  the	  challenge,	  glue	  it	  to	  your	  mug.	  The	  length	  
of	  each	  challenge	  should	  be	  the	  number	  of	  minutes	  in	  our	  goal.	  Finally,	  decorate	  your	  mug	  in	  a	  creaUve	  way.	  	  
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About#Me:!
!

!As!a!classroom!teacher,!I!found!myself!!
constantly!disappointed!with!the!textbook!materials!and!
other!classroom!resources!we!were!allo;ed!to!work!with,!
so!I!o<en!made!my!own.!The!problem!is!between!
mee?ngs,!lesson!plans,!new!standards,!and!all!of!the!other!
tedious!parts!of!the!job,!I!never!had!enough!?me!to!create!
everything!I!wanted.!Being!an!avid!maker!of!toDdo!lists,!I!
had!a!list!a!mile!long!of!resources!that!I!wanted!to!make!
one!day.!!

!In!October!2011,!my!li;le!boy!was!born,!and!I!
couldn’t!bear!the!thought!of!going!back!to!work!and!
leaving!him!behind.!I!decided!to!stay!home!with!him,!but!a!
big!part!of!me!really!missed!the!classroom.!Enter!TPT.!I!had!
been!casually!selling!materials!on!TPT!just!for!the!fun!of!it,!
but!it!wasn’t!anything!I!ever!considered!to!be!poten?al!for!
real!supplemental!income.!!

!I!became!a!nap?me!blogger!as!a!way!to!keep!my!
foot!in!the!educa?on!world!and!to!give!me!something!to!
think!about!other!than!diapers!and!sleep!schedules!and!all!
of!that.!Slowly,!I!began!to!work!through!my!list!of!
classroom!ideas!that!I!always!wanted!to!make.!I!will!go!
back!to!the!classroom!one!day,!although!I!don’t!know!
exactly!when.!What!I!do!know!is!I!will!be!prepared!with!
ac?vi?es!that!meet!my!personal!high!standards!of!
curriculum.!!

!My!purpose!for!selling!on!TPT!is!to!give!teachers!
products!that!are!highDquality!and!make!students!think.!
They!are!more!than!just!a!drill!and!kill!worksheet.!Another!
goal!for!me!is!to!make!your!life!easier.!I!know!you!have!
enough!to!deal!with!and!think!about.!My!hope!is!that!you!
can!rely!on!my!products!to!meet!your!classroom!needs,!to!
be!easy!to!implement,!and!to!be!enjoyable!for!both!you!
and!your!students.!!

!If!there!is!ever!a!product!that!does!not!meet!your!
expecta?ons,!please!feel!free!to!contact!me!at!
swigginsfl@yahoo.com.!I!appreciate!all!feedback,!good!and!
bad,!as!I!am!always!on!a!mission!to!make!educa?onal!
materials!that!are!the!highest!quality.!Addi?onally,!if!you!
ever!have!any!sugges?ons!or!requests,!feel!free!to!contact!
me!!

!Sincerely,!!
! !Sarah!Wiggins!
!!!!More%Than%a%Worksheet%
! !!
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