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Talk to the Text - Standards grades (Remember to use hash marks to track these at the end.)
1. Mini summaries (1-2 sentences) should be written underneath each section. 
2. Identify the technique the author is using to make the argument in the left margin. 
3. Explain what the author’s goal was by using the identified technique in the right margin. 
4. Identify what the author wants you to think or feel in each section (underline). 
5. Identify unknown words and predict definitions using context clues (circle + write definition). 



[bookmark: _y9o87wow58w0]What is “social credit”?
[bookmark: _kj9p2d5z47fy]The Chinese government is on track to launch its “Social Credit” system for 2020. The dystopian-esque system monitors, tracks, and ranks Chinese citizens’ app-based purchases then assigns individuals a numerical score. Chinese citizens use two banking apps to pay for nearly everything. 
[bookmark: _cem4tqv5yl4t]China  says the ranking system will build a “harmonious Socialist society.” Already, some 600 million high-tech surveillance cameras are employed to monitor China’s 1.4 billion citizens – 20 times the amount already employed in the US. All day, every day, a person’s every move is tracked and judged using artificial intelligence to recognize a person and cross-reference their government records – including medical, financial, and legal documents. The software then crunches the numbers to give individuals a social credit score capped at 800. 
[bookmark: _b1hw5393pu0y]Scores get boosted for positive acts, such as paying the bills on time, donating to charity, sorting recycling, and obeying traffic laws. Good scores give people access to perks like cheaper public transportation and shorter wait times for hospital services. But display behavior deemed unacceptable by the government, such as cheating in school or not paying traffic fines, and you can expect penalties like limited admissions to schools, slower Internet speeds, travel restrictions, and even blocked job opportunities.
[bookmark: _9ncp6udryle9]While some argue the ranking program is a way to ensure people are always on their best behavior, others say it takes a step beyond monitoring citizens and aims to control and influence them.
[bookmark: _4ue551o0op9p]
[bookmark: _azj17pbkyilg]AotW 1 - America Isn’t Far Off From China’s ‘Social Credit Score’ By Anthony Davenport, TheObserver.com, Feb. 19, 2018
1 It’s hardly news that Big Brother is watching you if you happen to live in China. After all, China is a communist country where the government exercises wide control over everything from the economy to the media. But it’s still scary to read about the specific ways Chinese citizens are being watched—and controlled—in Mara Hvistendahl’s terrific Wired story.
1 In China, mobile payments have surged to $9 trillion a year. A few secretive organizations are using the data from those transactions—along with information pulled from government, legal and social sources—to create a “social credit score.”
2 In China, your social credit score determines everything from how much interest you pay on a loan to how easily you can rent a car or get a visa to travel overseas. Your score gets hurt for many of the same reasons you would have a bad “traditional” credit score in the United States—such as paying bills late or defaulting on a loan—but your score will also get damaged by consorting with the wrong friends on social media or being associated in real life with people who have been convicted of financial crimes. It isn’t hard to see that being critical of the government in China would make it hard to participate in day-to-day life—at least financially. A bad score could keep you from getting a job, getting access to health care or finding an acceptable place to live.  
2 That couldn’t possibly happen in the land of the free, could it?
2 Actually, it’s already happening.
3 We don’t have a few all-powerful monoliths like the federal government (or Alibaba) recording everything we do, but most Americans don’t realize how much of their everyday life is being tracked and analyzed. Right now, data collection companies’ main goal is selling you things. But it isn’t hard to envision how a few changes in the market could produce something like our Chinese friends’ Big Brother experience.
3 Think about the digital trail you leave in an average week. Your top-of-the-line smartphone has a GPS function that lets it be tracked anywhere you go. You might buy something with Amazon Prime and have it delivered to your home, browse a website promoted to you based on what you’ve liked on Facebook, use your bank’s online bill pay function to pay your cable bill, and drive your car across a bridge where the toll is automatically processed by EZPass.
4 Data aggregators are able to build a very sophisticated profile of how you spend and sell that profile to advertisers looking to find people just like you. The credit bureaus keep track of how you pay your bills—and manage your available credit—and sell it to companies that assign you a score that lenders then use to determine how reliable you’ll be about paying off a new line of credit.
4 We’re also not far away from being completely conditioned—and accepting—of “social” grading by our peers. That Uber app that makes it so easy to get home after a party? You’re ranking the driver on his or her performance, and he or she is doing the same to you. Social platforms like Twitter, Instagram and Facebook have made it easier than ever to praise—and criticize—friends and acquaintances for everything from their fashion taste to their political views and how they raise their children. You can even do it anonymously.
5 Amazon has been working very hard to integrate itself completely into your everyday life. It’ll sell you anything you want—including a device that sits on your counter and waits for you to ask it something. It just bought Whole Foods to get into the grocery market. Is it hard to imagine Amazon entering the drug business? Or owning a cable company? Or a bank? Is it a stretch to think Amazon will give preferential treatment to Prime customers who use its brick-and-mortar stores or surf the web via an internet service provider they own?
5 The latest round of tax reforms is giving companies like Amazon, Apple, Google and Facebook even more cash to become even larger conglomerates. They’re all going to possess and consolidate more of your data. And it’s unlikely you’ll know what information they’re collecting—or how they’re going to use it.
6 Sure, you can opt out, but companies that use “big data” are betting that you will trade privacy for convenience—and a good deal on that sweater you didn’t know you wanted.
6 The choice is up to you, so you should make your choice informed. It might seem tedious, but read the fine print when you sign up for any service—whether it’s Amazon Prime, Google or Facebook. What are you giving access to and what can you opt out of? Be aware of the strings attached to free services. Credit Karma and Mint might offer some useful tools to estimate your credit score or keep track of your finances, but just because you aren’t paying for them doesn’t mean they’re free. You’re exchanging your personal data for that convenience. You’re giving them you.
6 Your financial life is the most tangible way you can be impacted by this kind of data collection, so it pays to be as knowledgeable as you can. When you know how your credit score is being computed, you can make better day-to-day decisions before a crisis hits.
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	SOAPS Analysis
	Evidence (record the line # or paragraph #)
	Explanation in complete sentences to show how the evidence supports your response. 

	Speaker: What do we know about the author?
· Who is this author? (not name)
· Age? Gender? Class? Education?
· Voice?
· What do we learn about the speaker from the article? Thoughts? Biases?
	






	

	Occasion: What context prompted the author to write this article?
· What is the time and place of the article? 
· What prompted the author to write the article? Political event, observation, etc.?

	







	




	Audience: To whom did the writer direct this article?
· One person? Specific groups? Multiple groups? 
· Do we learn anything about what the author thinks about the audience?
	






	



	Purpose: Why did the author write this article?
· What is the purpose for the text?
· What did the author want his audience to think, feel, or do as a result of reading this article?
· What is the author’s message?
	







	



	Subject: What is this article about?
· What topic, content, and ideas are included in the text?
· Try to state the subject in a few words or a short phrase.
	







	






