Letter to the Editor Rubric
	
	5

Strong/Experienced
	4

Competent/Capable
	3

Developing
	2

Emerging
	1

Attempted/Experimenting

	Content/
Ideas
	· A strong purpose statement and the main argument and supporting reasons is developed in the introduction and is clearly stated
· Clearly acknowledges the opposition (counterargument)

· Position is clear and supported with 3 main reasons
· Specific examples and textual evidence are used to support each reason

· 
	· A purpose is stated and supporting reasons are stated in introduction
· Briefly states the counterargument
· Position is clear and supported with 3 main reasons

· Some textual evidence is used. 

· Includes relevant examples that may be generalized but support the main argument.


	· The purpose and main arguments are broad or lacks originality

· Position is understood and/or inferred with 2-3 main reasons

· No counterargument is stated
· Few specific examples and/or textual evidence.
	· Purpose and main arguments are weak or unclear
· Takes a position but the message is unclear

· 1 -2 main reasons supporting argument are given

· specific examples or textual evidence is limited, repetitious and/or off topic


	· No purpose or main arguments are included
· Attempts to take a position but it is very unclear

· 0-1 reasons are given and question may be restated

· No use of specific examples or textual evidence



	Organization
	· Includes the salutation used with the format of a letter
· Introduction, body and conclusion are clear

· The order of arguments follows the pattern stated in the thesis

· Smooth , effective, natural transitions between ideas and sentences/paragraphs
	· Includes the salutation used with the format of a letter

· Introduction, body and conclusion are clear

· The order of arguments follows the pattern stated in the thesis
· Includes some transitions

	· Incorrectly includes the salutation with formatting a letter
· Introduction, body and conclusion are clear

· The arguments do not follow the order stated in the thesis in the thesis

· Transitions are attempted but inconsistent
	· Incorrectly includes the salutation with formatting a letter
· Introduction, body or conclusion are missing

· Arguments are out of order or combined all together

· Details seem random, out of place, and hard to follow
	· No salutation
· Displays little or nt organization

· Arguments are out of order or not connected

· No transitions are present

	Voice
	· Connects with character, topic and purpose
· Takes on the point of view of a character from the book

· Tone is clear and effective

· Demonstrates originality, conviction, and confidence
	· Inconsistent connection with character, topic/purpose
· Clear point of view

· Tone is present but may be unclear or inconsistent at times

· Confidence and sincerity are inconsistent

· Some passion and originality


	· Makes somewhat of a connection with the topic/purpose
· Point of view is unclear or inconsistent

· Tone is unclear and lacks emotion

· Writer sounds unsure and lacks confidence
	· Makes an inappropriate or no connection at all with the topic/purpose
· Lacks a clear point of view

· Tone is unclear

· Writing sounds dull, flat, and lifeless
	· Makes an inappropriate or no connection at all with the topic/purpose
· No point of view/tone

· Not engaging to the reader

· Writer does not seem to know the topic and/or like the topic

	Conventions
	· Few or no errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· More frequent errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding


	· Errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation sometimes interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· Errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation interfere with most of the reader’s understanding
	· Errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation prevent the reader from understanding the essay
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