Name: ___________________
Date: ________
Hour:_____


Final Essay – Letter to the Editor
DUE DATE: Wednesday, April 30 (Beginning of the hour)

Directions:  Imagine that you are one of the characters in the novel To Kill a Mockingird.  Tom Robinson’s trial is over and you want to express your feelings about the verdict by writing a letter to Mr. Underwood, the editor of the Maycomb Tribune.  In your letter, state your opinion about the outcome of the trial.  Explain and support your view with facts, quotations, and other evidence from the trial.

Use the RUBRIC and CHECKLIST to help you with your essay.  

All of the following papers MUST be turned in the following order.

1. (TOP)  This sheet






______/ 1

2.  Final draft: Choose one of the 2 formats


______/20

· Typed: 12 pt. Times New Roman, 
double-spaced

· Handwritten: Written in pen and neat

3. Rubric








_______/1


4. Rough draft







_______/ 6

5. (Bottom) “Letter to the Editor Checklist” : Checked

_______/ 2

Total Points Earned: 


______/30
Letter to the Editor Checklist
Directions:  Use this as checklist to make sure that you have all of the content for this paper.
· **Salutation: 

Dear Mr. Underwood, 

1.  Introductory Paragraph: 4-5 sentences
· Introduce yourself and your personal connection to the trial
· State purpose of the letter (which is to agree or disagree with the verdict)

· State the counterargument(s)
· List 1-3 MAIN reasons to support your view
2.  Body Paragraph Reason #1: (5 – 8 sentences)
· Topic Sentence stating reason
· 2 details/examples supporting your reason

· Use a quotation: _____ states, “…..”(P.___)

· Be sure to introduce and explain quotation

· Transition sentence
3.  Body Paragraph Reason #2: (5 – 8 sentences)
· Topic Sentence stating reason

· 2 details/examples supporting your reason

· Use a quotation: _____ states, “…..”(P.___)

· Be sure to introduce and explain quotation

· Transition sentence
4.  Body Paragraph Reason #3: (5 – 8 sentences)
· Topic Sentence stating reason

· 2 details/examples supporting your reason

· Use a quotation: _____ states, “…..”(P.___)

· Be sure to introduce and explain quotation

· Transition sentence
5.  Conclusion: (3-5 sentences)
· Restate your position 
· Leave your reader with a lasting thought of why your position should matter to the people of Maycomb.
· **Closing: 

Sincerely,

Your name[image: image1.png]



