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For the past 5 years, the 22-year teaching organized and assess
veteran has worked to transition his ninth- learning
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grade World History and AP Government Sciences
classrooms into a mobile device-friendly o * Let Fun Foster
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environment where students can
incorporate the latest technology into the mm—
learning process. Along the way, Halla created three of the most used
education blogs in the country—“World History Teachers Blog,” “US
Government Teachers Blog,” and “US History Teachers Blog”—to help
fellow humanities teachers incorporate more technology and more

device-based learning into their own classrooms.

“Not every classroom can get a laptop

B

every day, so [devices like smartphones],
even if you have to pair up, become
something useful for teachers,” Halla says.

. “The number of kids with phones has just
been blown out of the water the last couple
of years,” he adds. “Two vears ago, if any of
:. the kids in my room had a phone, it was a
dial-phone that maybe they could text on.

And now it’s all smartphones.”

According to data compiled by the
research firm Nielsen, 58 percent of

American children from 13- to 17-years-old
owned a smartphone as of July 2012—an
Ken Jiallnw =
increase of more than 60 percent over the
previous year. And with over 50 percent of
mobile phone users in America now using smartphones, the numbers only seems to

be growing.

With their easy internet access, a multitude of education-friendly apps, and the
ability to be used at a moment’s notice (after all, what smartphone-owning teenager
would go anywhere without their phone?), smartphones have all the tools necessary
to boost student learning.

Here are Halla’s top tips for using mobile devices effectively in the classroom.

Ensuring it stays academic

Many teachers have a zero-tolerance policy when it comes to phones out during
class, since they assume—most of the time correctly—that their students are using
them to text friends or update their various social media sites. But there’s a simple
way to ensure that students use devices for educational purposes: change the
classroom dynamic from lecturing at the front of the room to having no traditional
front of the classroom at all. During class, Halla roams around the room helping
students with their work, all the while overseeing everything to make sure that

theyre staying on task.
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