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these students in Shakopee Public Scheols 2. Can you imagine the uproar if pictures were to
arise of girls in the dressing room or boys in the locker room?

Cyberbullying

Along the same lines, cell phones also make it easier to eyberbully, which is when a person uses
electronic communication to intimidate, threaten or humiliate a person. Not only can cell
phones make it easier for rumors to spread like wildfire through the school with a simple click of
a button, but students can also send mean or hurtful texts to students and post inappropriate
pictures of students.

Data from the Cyberbullying Research & in 2016 showed that 33.8% of students have been
bullied in their lifetime, 11.9% have been threated through a cell phone text and 11.1% have had a
hurtful image of them posted. In addition, a whopping 25.7% have had one or more different
types of cyberbullying done to them. With cell phones readily available in schools, cyberbullying
can become a lot easier to accomplish.

Socioeconomic Diversity

Cell phones can easily become seen as status symbois & among students. In some schools, it is
the more privileged kids that own cell phones or that have the latest phone on the market. This
can lead to envy and cause socioeconomic diversity among students. Those with lower-end
phones or no phones at all often become jealous and resentful. Those with the higher-end
phones can show them off and look down on those who don't have the latest phone.

Inappropriate Material

Cell phones are becoming more and more
advanced mini computers that allow students to
access material at the click of the screen. While
most schools have filters and regulations to block
out inappropriate material, with 48% of students
iooking up vosuitable sites @, they can find a way
around this. This coupled with larger classrooms
can make access to inappropriate material easier.
Now imagine students texting that material to
other students. Pretty soon, it will be everywhere.

Target for Predators

Many students use the internet or access social media sites without teacher or parent

supervision. These students can be targeted by predators Z. Predators lurk in chat rooms, on

social media sites and other websites that are of interest to students. With the use of

smartphones and other devices, it can be hard to monitor a student's online activity. N

Harmfu! Physical Effects

The EPA A has regulations that discourage too much exposure to technology and allowing
students to have cell phones in school can increase their screen time during the day. Cell phones
give off a low level of non-ionizing radiation for which the long-term effects at low levels are still
being studied. However, allowing students to use their cell phones during school adds to their
exposure to this radiation, which can in turn have increased harmful effects on the developing
bodies and minds of teenagers.

The Other Side of the Story

Realize that cell phones are not necessarily a bad thing for students to have and carry to school.
Just as there are a number of cons to allowing cell phones to be used in school, there also a
number of pros too. Parents can decide if a phone is appropriate for their child and set
guidelines on how they want it to be used. Many schools also have set rules on whether cell

~ phones are permitted or not so it is best to check with the school's specific policy before sending
your child in with a cell phone.
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