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By Jennifer Betts

The source of much public debate, the
issue of whether to allow children and
teens to bring their mobile phones to
school has been discussed and debated
at length across the country. Even
now, there is no clear-cut answer or
conclusion. There are many arguments
against allowing cell phones in the
classroom.
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By Michael Kwan

When a child is in school, his or her purpose there is to learn. Young people can be easily
distracted from their studies - and having easy access to a mobile phone during class can make it
easier for them to lose focus. According to a 2010 study from Pew Research Center &, 64% of
students say they have texted in class and 25% have made or taken a call. And it's not just talking
to others. That same study noted that 46% of students play games and 23% access social
networks on their phone at any time. If they become bored with the class material, it doesn't
take much for them to take their cell phone to play some games or to check their news feed on
Facebook or Twitter. How can you expect a child or teen to absorb the knowledge they need to
learn if they're not even paying attention?
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