And almost at once a second puff of smoke rolled from the summit,
and a few seconds after the roar still another explosion was heard.

Then more followed, and time after time the mountain belched
forth death-dealing breath, breathed out milky-white vapor which
rose slowly in the calm sky and formed a cloud above the summit.

M. Sauvage shrugged his shoulders. “There they go again,” he said.

As he sat anxiously watching his float bob up and down, Morissot
was suddenly seized by the wrath which a peace-loving man will feel
toward madmen who fight, and grumbled, “Folks sure are stupid to
kill one another like that.”

M. Sauvage answered, “They're worse than animals.”

And Morissot, who had just pulled in a bleak, went on, “And to
think that it will always be like this as long as there are govern-
ments.”

M. Sauvage stopped him: “The Republic® wouldn’t have declared
war—" v

Morissot interrupted: “Under kings you have war abroad; under the
Republic you have war at home.”

And they started a leisurely discussion, unraveling great political
problems with the sane reasonableness of easygoing, limited individu-
als, and found themselves in agreement on the point that men would
never be free. And Mount Valérien thundered unceasingly, demolish-
ing French homes with its cannon, crushing out lives, putting an end
to the dreams which many had dreamt, the joys which many had
been waiting for, the happiness which many had hoped for, planting
in wives’ hearts, in maidens’ hearts, in mothers’ hearts, over there, in
other lands, sufferings which would never end.

“That's life for you,” opined M. Sauvage.

“vowd better say ‘That’s death for you,” laughed Morissot.

But they shuddered in terror when they realized that someone had
just come up behind them, and looking around they saw four men
standing almost at their elbows, four tall men, armed and bearded,
dressed like liveried” servants, with flat caps on their heads, pointing
rifles at them.

The two fish lines dropped from their hands and floated off down
stream.

In a few seconds they were seized, trussed up, carried off, tthwn
into a rowboat and taken over to the island.

And behind the building which they had thought deserted they saw
a score of German soldiers.

A kind of hairy giant who was seated astride a chair smoking a
porcelain pipe asked them in excellent French: “Well, gentlemen, have
you had good fishing?”

Then a soldier put down at the officer's feet the sack full of fish

6. The Republic the provisional republican government that assumed control when
Napoleon Il was captured by the Prussians.
7. liveried (liv’ er &d) adj. uniformed.
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Reading Strategy
identifying Significant
Details Which details
about the mountain may
be significant? Why?

Literary Analysis
Climax How does the
change of setting build
toward a climax?



