ou gave him a little land, too, and signed title deeds to that effect. I
hould like to have it done in the same way.”
The chief understood.
; “Yes,” replied he, “that can be done quite easily. We have a scribe, and
We will go to town with you and have the deed properly sealed.”

“And what will be the price?” asked Pahom.

“Our price is always the same: one thousand rubles a day.”

Pahom did not understand.

“A day? What measure is that? How many acres Would that be?”

“We do not know how to reckon it out,” said the chief. “We sell it by
the day. As much as you can go around on your feet in a day is yours,
and the price is one thousand rubles a day.”

Pahom was surprised.

“But in a day you can get around a large tract of land,” he said.

The chief laughed.

“It will all be yours!” said he. “But there is one condition: If you don’t
return on the same day to the spot whence you started, your money is
lost.”

“But how am I to mark the way that I have gone?”
~ “Why, we shall go to any spot you like and stay there. You must

start from that spot and make your round, taking a spade with you.
Wherever you think necessary, make a mark. At every turning, dig a

:;_4 Reading Check

What does Pahom ask of
the Bashkirs in return for
the gifts he gives them?

¥ Critical Viewing
Based on this painting,
what do you learn about
the responsibility of
owning a lot of land?
[Infer]
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