‘Cornfield at Ewell, c. 1846 (detail), Willlam Holman Hunt, Tate Gallery, London

with joy. The grass that grew and the flowers that bloomed there seemed
to him unlike any that grew elsewhere. Formerly, when he had passed
by that land, it had appeared the same as any other land, but now it
seemed quite different.
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So Pahom was well contented, and everything would have been right
if the neighboring peasants would only not have trespassed on his
wheatfields and meadows. He appealed to them most civilly, but they
still went on: now the herdsmen would let the village cows stray into his
~meadows, then horses from the night pasture would get among his

corn. Pahom turnedthemrout agairi and again, and forgave their own-
erd, and for a long time he forbore to prosecute anyone. But at last he
lost patience and complained to the District Court. He knew it was the
. Peasants’ want of land, and no evil intent on their part, that caused the
touble, but he thought:

“I can’t go on overlooking it, or theyll destroy all I have. They must be
taught a lesson.” '

So he had them up, gave them one lesson, and then another, and two
or three of the peasants were fined. After a time Pahom’s neighbors
began to bear him a grudge for this, and would now and then let their
cattle onto his land on purpose. One peasant even got into Pahom’s :
Wood at night and cut down five young lime trees for their bark. Pahom,
Passing through the wood one day, noticed something white. He came
€arer and saw the stripped trunks lying on the ground, and close by
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Why would it be more
satisfying for a farmer like
the one in the painting to
work on land that he
owned? [Speculate]

forbore (fér bor) v.
refrained from

é Reading Check

How are Pahom and his
wife able to buy the land?
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