Singular & Plural Nouns

In Arabic, nouns are classified as mofrad (singular),
mothanna (double), and jam’ (plural). However, in English

nouns can be either singular or plural.

There are several rules to convert a noun from singular to

plural.

1. Add the letter “s” at the end of most of the nouns
such as:

girls, tables, books, schools, roads.

2. Add the letters “es” at the end of all the nouns that
end with a “hissing sound” such as:
Bus : Buses, bush : bushes, church : churches

box : boxes

3. In nouns that end with “f” or “fe”, change the “f” to
“v” and add “es” such as:
Leaf : Leaves, wife : wives, life : lives, shelf :

shelves
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Leaf : Leaves, wife : wives, life : lives, shelf : shelves




. Change the “y” to “i”” and add “es” to the nouns that
end with the letter “y” preceded by a consonant
letter, such as:

Lady : ladies, mummy : mummies, baby :
babies, caddy : caddies

. Some nouns do not follow a specific formula and
speakers must get used to it such as:

man : men, woman : women, tooth :
teeth, goose : geese, child : children, foot :
feet, mouse : mice, oX : oxen, datum :
data

. some nouns remain the same and are used for

singular and plural such as:

deer : deer, fish : fish, sheep : sheep,
swine : swine

. Some nouns are in a singular format but are used as
plural such as:

Cattle, poultry, police, public, people.

However, people can be used as one people, or as
many peoples, such as:

The people («=<) of Lebanon

The people («s%) of Europe
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Two dozen, five thousand, eight hundred, nine Two dozen, five thousand, eight hundred, nine million.
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However, it is possible to add the “s” if these Hundreds of boys, billions of stars, dozens of eggs.

nouns are not preceded by a number such as:

Hundreds of boys, billions of stars, dozens of

eggs.
9. Some Plural nouns are treated as Singular, such as: elansd Lgil e Jalai LSl 5 panll dapa Joad ) lanl) any Gllia 9
The news is not very good. ‘Sl 33 jia

Mathematics is an important subject. The news is not very good.

Physics is an important branch of science. Mathematics is an important subject.

Physics is an important branch of science.

10. In English, things that are made of two pieces or S Ay Sl Al 8 mead) drpay dalad (0 3 (00 A siaall (L3 Y
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considered Singular, such as: The scissors (u<ial)) are lost.

The scissors are lost.




