Nouns (Al Asma’a)

1. A noun is the name of a person, an animal, a thing,

or even an idea.

Examples:
Ali, friend, tiger, book, apple, school, America, Iraq, Nile,

Detroit, happiness, anger.

2. Nouns in English are either:

Indefinite: a woman, a man, a river, happiness, a city, an
apple, an elephant, an umbrella.

Definite: the woman, the man, the river, the happiness, the

city, the apple, the elephant, the umbrella.

3. Sometimes, the same word can be used as a verb or

a noun such as: Drive, fight, play

The boys drive their bikes. (verb)
| enjoyed the drive to Toronto. (Noun)
You should fight for justice. (verb)

| watched a fight between two kids. (Noun)
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In many cases the verb is different than the noun
such as:

a)

b)

d)

choose (verb) — choice (noun)
ask (verb) — question (noun)

develop (verb) — development (noun)

. Nouns can be classified as:

Common Nouns such as city, boy, river. JStarts
with a small letter unless it is at the start of a

sentence.

Proper Nouns such as Boston, James, Mississippi.

Always start with a capital letter.

Material or Concrete Nouns are nouns that we
can handle with our five senses such as snow,
bread, sand, iron. It starts with a small letter unless
at the beginning of a sentence.

Abstract Nouns are nouns that we can feel but not
with our 5 sensory organs such as pleasure,
laughter, fear, sadness, intelligence. It starts with a
small letter unless at the beginning of a sentence.
Collective Nouns are nouns of a group of people,
animals, or things that are used as a singular noun

such as team, flock, herd, parliament, people,
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senate, committee, etc. It starts with a small letter
unless at the beginning of a sentence.

Countable or Count nouns which are nouns that
can be counted such as one car, two men, 3 women,
5 books, 7 pens, etc. It starts with a small letter
unless at the beginning of a sentence.

Non-Count Nouns which are nouns that we cannot
count such as iron, gold, silk, flour, sugar, grass,
milk, coffee, petrol, smoke, furniture, etc. We
usually use them with words like some, much, few,
little as in a little water, some coffee, much sugar,
etc. It starts with a small letter unless at the
beginning of a sentence. However, words like
coffee could be used as Count nouns if it meant a

cup or a glass such as, (I will buy 2 coffees.)
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