The Crucible Study Guide #3
1.  What is the opinion of Francis and Rebecca Nurse in the town of Salem?


What are some possible explanations for the fact that the Nurse family were

victims of the witch hunt?


How can we know now that the Putnams were behind the prosecution of the

Nurse family?

2.  How do we see the wisdom of Rebecca Nurse in her dialogue?
3.  How do Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor say the village should look for the cause and

solution to the problems?


How do the Putnams and Parris say the village should look for the cause and

solution to the problems?

4.  In what way does Ann Putnam turn on Rebecca Nurse and what is the implication?
5.  In what way do we see the politics of the town starting to be revealed?

6.  Why do Proctor and Rebecca Nurse say people have been avoiding going to church?

7.  What does Parris say the people of the town are in error?

8.  What rash statement does Proctor make that shocks the others?

9.  What evidence is Giles Corey willing to accept for the Devil’s presence in Salem?

10.  Just when he seems about to side with Reverend Parris and Thomas Putnam against
John Proctor, Giles Corey changes his mind and supports Proctor.  What changed his mind?
11.  So far in this segment of Act I, what do the people seem to have lost sight of?  What

are they concentrating on instead?
12.  What risky move does Arthur Miller take in the long prose interlude following the

introduction of Reverend Hale in Act I?

Why is this risky?

