Advanced Placement Language & Composition Summer Work 2015
Instructors:  Atkins & Palise  

                                 Class Blog: http://iblog.dearbornschools.org/aplang
                                 Email    atkinsd@dearbornschools.org   palisem@dearbornschools.org
                                 Remind101:  text @5ba87 to 81010
Welcome to AP Language & Composition
AP Lang & Comp is a college level course that weaves together American social sciences, historical events, current events, and the rhetoric of politics, advertising, news, speech & more.  A strong focus is placed on nonfiction prose, but we will integrate novels to support thematic ideas throughout the course.  This course will focus on the analysis of rhetoric, argumentation, and style as we explore & appreciate language.

DUE DATES FOR ALL WORK
Summer Work: All summer work must be complete & submitted by the first day of school September 8, 2015.  
*** Special NOTE:  the college visit/letter assignment must be submitted and postmarked no later than August 21, 2015
REQUIRED TEXTS

Novel: 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

Text: 
The Bedford Reader 9th Edition/ Bedford St Martin’s Press
Required Readings:

Chapter 1: Reading Critically

Chapter 3: Using and Documenting Sources

Chapter 4: Narration: Telling a Story

                    Read all 6 essays   p88-131
                    Read The Method  p76

Graphic Novel (choose one): Student Purchase

The Complete Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi

Purchase at Barnes & Noble (Allen Park) or online at Amazon.com
OR

Maus I and II by Art Spiegelman
Purchase at Barnes & Noble (Allen Park) or online at Amazon.com
The Assignments – Please complete the 7 assignments as directed.
                                   Pay attention to due dates.

 1.The College Visit Letter & Photo:
Visit a college or university of your choice, either locally or wherever your summer travels take you (HFCC and University of Michigan Dearborn are excluded).  Select an institution you would consider as a possible post high school destination.  Wander, explore, have lunch, visit the bookstore, be friendly with people, soak in the setting.

1. Have your picture taken in the student center, with a statue or monument, or next to a campus sign. 
    BE SURE YOUR LOCATION IS CLEAR IN THE PHOTO.

2. Speak to people on campus: students, security, employees, staff, etc.

3. Handwrite your letter in INK (in your best cursive or printing) an argument detailing your experience and evaluating the potential this school offers you as you consider your plans after high school graduation next year.

· Please write informally in narrative form

· You may write in present tense, (1st or 3rd person)
· Write with imagery and description to convey the environment – appeal to the senses.

· How did the campus feel?  Make us feel like you felt during the visit.

· Be specific about likes & dislikes and the perspective you gained.

· Use figurative language – make it interesting for us to read.

· Include a sketch, poem, or something else along with the letter & photo if you like.

4. Send the handwritten letter & photo by regular mail (no email))
    Include your name & address in the upper left hand corner of the envelope

    Send it to:   Mr. Palise & Mr. Atkins
                       AP Language & Composition

                       Dearborn High School

                       19501 Outer Drive

                       Dearborn, MI 48124

 This letter must be postmarked/ mailed to us no later than Friday August 21.
 No letters will be accepted mailed after this date for obvious reasons. 
 You will receive a summative “0” for any assignment not submitted.

2. 51 Rhetorical Terms for AP Language  & Composition

1. Visit our class blog and download the 51 terms & definitions or see attached document.
2. Conduct internet research and make flashcards with definition and at least 1 example for each term.
3.  Study and memorize the definitions and look for examples in our readings.

4. There will be a matching test on all 51 terms & definitions the first week of class.  This is the easiest test of the year- memorize the terms!
3. ReadThe Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
1. Read the book & use post it notes to annotate your thoughts/insights as you read the text.

2. Complete 4 dialectical journals: See handout for step by step instructions.

3. Consider Steinbeck’s writing style, themes, & craft.
4. There will be a multiple choice test on characters, themes, devices, & background of the novel the first 2 weeks of class.

5. Our first timed, argumentative essay will be based on The Grapes of Wrath Pace yourself, it is a long, but meaningful story – hence a classic.  
Spark notes will not get you an A on the test or the essay, so please read closely.

4.  Noticing Literary Devices & Review Journal Assignment 
The Complete Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
or 
Maus 1 & 2 by Art Spiegleman
    Do this in your AP Journal (composition book)

     Choose 5 literary devices from the 51 rhetorical terms

     and, in your journal, identify 2 examples of each device
     from the graphic novel Persepolis or Maus.

     Also, write a 1 page review of the story, expressing your

     thoughts on how the author/artist crafts this compelling

     tale through the eyes of the narrator. Consider the two

     mediums: words and art. How do they work together

     to create a fluid narrative?

5.  ESSAY: Write a Personal Narrative

A narrative is a story. In this paper tell a story to illustrate some truth or insight based on a personal experience. Refer to the attached handouts to help you structure your personal narrative. You may use 1st or 3rd person perspective in this paper. Your narrative should be 2-4 pages in length.  Due the 1st day of class.

     Guidelines

·  typed, double space 
· Arial or Times New Roman font

· 1 inch margins

· MLA header – DO NOT MAKE A TITLE PAGE

· Original story title 

· NO emailed papers will be accepted. Print before you come to class. 
6.   The Bedford Reader  selections & assignments
     1. Read these opening chapters and take notes in your

          AP journal (composition book)
            Chapter 1: Reading Critically
              Chapter 3: Using and Documenting Sources
      2.  Read all 6 selections in the Narrative section: pages 88-131
          Champion of the World
Maya Angelou

               Fish Cheeks                       
Amy Tan

               The Chase
           
Annie Dilliard
               Indian Education
          
Sherman Alexie

               Grade A                             
Jessica Cohen

               The Lottery
           
Shirley Jackson
       3. Complete 6  Reflective Journals
You must write a thoughtful 1 page response to the journal writing topic for each selection. There is a journal writing topic at the end of each selection assigned in the text.

Please write neatly and legibly. Include the title at the top of the page for each entry. Please complete in the order they appear in the text. Due the 1st day of class.
7. Vocabulary: Complete in journal (composition book)
Here are 20 vocabulary words. Be sure to study these words and gain a good understanding of them. For each word you must relate them to your novels, 10 to Grapes of Wrath, and 10 to the graphic novel of your choice. You must then:

1. Write an explanation of how the word relates to your novel of choice. (2-3 sentences)

2. Find a citation from the novel that relates to the vocabulary word. Please remember to use proper MLA citation format.

Example Vocabulary Exercise
Capricious:
Scout, in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, is very capricious in her everyday actions. She continuously surprises her brother Jem and her friend Dill with her ability to keep up with the boys not matter what they do. She also often has outbursts that display her powerful personality.

A citation that exemplifies how Scout is capricious is when she impulsively fights her cousin. Scout states, "This time, I split my knuckle to the bone on his front teeth. My Left impaired I sailed in with my right, but not for long" (Lee 84).

Your vocabulary assignment must be TYPED.

AP Summer Vocabulary: make use of the dictionary or Dictionary.Com .
Diction: The distinctive vocabulary of a particular author. "Concrete diction" refers to a use of words which are specific and "show" the reader a mental picture. "Abstract diction" refers to words which are general and "tell" something, without a picture. Notice the difference: (1) Abstract "Telling"- "Even a large male gorilla, unaccustomed to tourists, is frightened by people;" (2) Concrete diction "Showing"- "A four-hundred-pound male [gorilla], unaccustomed to tourists, will bolt into the forest at the mere sight of a person."

Rhetoric: Rhetoric is the art of using language as a means to persuade. Along with grammar and logic or dialect, rhetoric is one of the three ancient arts of discourse. From ancient Greece to the late 19th Century, it was a central part of Western education, filling the need to train public speakers and writers to move audiences to action with arguments. The very act of defining has itself been a central part of rhetoric, appearing among Aristotle's Topics. **Rhetor: in ancient Greece and Rome, a master or teacher of rhetoric; an orator.

Bombastic: Using or characterized by high-sounding but unimportant or meaningless language; pompous; grandiloquent

Ethos: An appeal based on the character of the speaker. An ethos-driven document relies on the reputation of the author.

Logos: An appeal based on logic or reason. Documents distributed by companies or corporations are logos-driven. Scholarly documents are also often logos-driven.

Pathos: An appeal based on emotion. Advertisements tend to be pathos-driven.

Capricious: Impulsive; unpredictable

Tone: The writer's attitude, mood or moral outlook toward the subject and/or readers, i.e. as angry, empathetic, critical, ironic, suspicious, comic, surprised, sarcastic or supportive, etc.

Appeal: The power of arousing a sympathetic response, to arouse a sympathetic response.

Argument: Discourse intended to persuade; the subject matter, a process of reasoning.

Colloquialism (colloquial): A word or phrase used in an easy, informal style of writing or speaking. It is usually more appropriate in speech than formal writing. Colloquialisms appear often in literature since they provide a sense of actual conversation and use the pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary of everyday speech. Mark Twain makes use of colloquialisms in his Huckleberry Finn, such as in the opening line of the story, "You don't know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, but that ain't no matter" (Twain 1).

Connotation: Suggestions and associations which surround a word as opposed to its bare, literal meaning. It is the opposite of denotation. Literature uses connotation; science and philosophy use denotation. Connotation refers to qualities, attributes, and characteristics implied or suggested by a word and depend upon the context in which the word is used.

Apathy: A lack of feeling or emotion, lack of interest or concern.

Paradox: A statement that appears to be contradictory, but which reveals a deeper truth. For example, one of the most important principles of good writing is this: "Less is more." It means that the most effective writing is clear and focused; everything extraneous is avoided. As Chesterton used the term, a paradox can refer both to a true statement, which at first seems to be false; and to a false statement, which at first seems to be true.

Dialect: Variety of language confined to a region or group, manner or means of expressing oneself

Understatement: A statement which says less than is really meant. It is a figure of speech which is the opposite of hyperbole. Hyperboles exaggerate; while understatements minimize.

Hyperbole: Deliberate and obvious exaggeration for effect. Example: "I have tons of money."

Anecdote: A short narrative of an interesting, amusing or biographical incident.

Condescending: Patronizing or assuming superiority.

Voice: An author's distinctive literary style, basic vision and general attitude toward the world. This "voice" is revealed through an author's use of SYNTAX (sentence construction); DICTION (distinctive vocabulary); PUNCTUATION; CHARACTERIZATION and DIALOGUE. The voice of an author may cover a wide range of possibilities (i.e. "victim," "judge," "friend," "coach," "spy," "opponent," "cheerleader").

