CHAPTER 27

1. What are Jurgis’s new standards of living, and how are they a handicap to him?

2. In light of his situation, why didn’t Jurgis leave the city?

3. What experience almost broke Jurgis’s heart?

4. Jurgis’s encounter with Connor is referred to as an unfortunate accident; he reflects on his luck when thrown out in the rain; he tells an old friend that he’s had hard luck. Is this how you would characterize recent events?

6. What happens when Jurgis goes looking for Marija?

7. What are Marija’s living arrangements?

8. What news does she have about Tamoszius, Stanislovas, and the rest of the family? Marija feels that Ona could have made enough money for all of them and should have been allowed to do so. Does Jurgis agree? How can you tell? Do you agree?

CHAPTER 28

1. What explanation does Marija give for how women get caught up in prostitution?

2. Do Marija and the others blame Jurgis for leaving them? Does he think that he is to blame?

3. What are Jurgis’s apprehensions about going to see Elzbieta?

4. What are the main points of the speech that Jurgis attends? What parts of the speech arouse Jurgis’s interest?

