CHAPTER 15

1. What is Ona’s present state of mind? What does Jurgis think about her?

2. How does Ona cause alarm in the house one night?

3. What does Jurgis discover about Ona, and how does he come to discover it?

4. What is his reaction when Ona finally tells him the truth?

5. What do you believe were Ona’s options, faced with her situation?

CHAPTER 16

1. How are the police characterized?

2. What are Jurgis’s worries about the family’s present situation, and what does he consider to be the worst aspect of his position?

3. Whom does Jurgis blame for Ona’s situation? What kind of person does Jurgis view Ona as? Is he correct in his assessment of her?

4. What does Jurgis believe will happen to Connor?

5. Describe Pat Callahan.

6. What is Jurgis’s court experience?

7. What is Jurgis feeling as he hears the church bells?

8. List the jungle metaphors in this chapter. Do they affect your opinion of Jurgis or other characters in the novel?

9. Explain the poem at the end of the chapter. How does it apply to Jurgis and others like him?

