Chapter 2
1.  Based on events in Chapter 2, what kind of person does Jurgis seem to be?  What events cause you to


have this impression of him?

2. Why did Jurgis’s and Ona’s family decide to go to America?

3. How do they encounter dishonesty?

4. What difficult experiences did they have in Lithuania, and how did they expect them to


improve in America? What are their expectations for their new life in America?

5. List all the adjectives that describe the Chicago they saw as they entered the city and


its surrounding environs on page 29.  How is the quote “the color of things became dingier” 
symbolic of their experience thus far?

6. Describe the neighborhoods of Packingtown.

7. Describe the significance of the words “blood red” and “fire” in the final description of


Chapter 2.

Chapter 3

1. What are Jurgis’s expectations for his new job?

2. What are the “metaphors of human destiny” described on page 37? How is this


metaphor continued on page 40?

3. What is the hog-squeal of the universe?

4. What is the purpose of the government inspector? Describe him.  How effective is he?

5. What is Jurgis’s impression of the meat packing industry? What is yours?

