1. What happens in chapter one? Describe the atmosphere and mood in this chapter.  Provide quotes from the text to support your opinion.

2. What glimpses of poverty and desperation do we get in this chapter?  What are some possible elements of foreshadowing in this chapter?  (While you won’t KNOW they’re foreshadowing until later, what SEEMS like it could be something that may eventually be important?)
3. Who do you think will be the protagonists in this book?  Why?
4.  What comparisons are already being drawn between the old country and America?  How is life different or the same now that the family is in the USA?

5. What do you think of Jurgis’s maxim, “I will work harder”? What makes this a good or bad solution to the family’s troubles?
