Pronoun Practice 4

For this section, choose the appropriate letter for each item and place that letter in the blank provided.

_____1.  Which of the following solutions does NOT resolve the pronoun problem in the following sentence: “Umkulthoum severed the man’s head with a knife, and it dripped blood and loose strands of muscle onto the tarp she used to cover the floor.”

A.  Umkulthoum severed the man’s head with a knife, which dripped blood and loose strands of muscle onto the tarp she used to cover the floor.

B.  Umkulthoum’s knife, which she used to sever the man’s head, dripped blood and loose strands of muscle onto the tarp she used to cover the floor.

C.  After Umkulthoum severed the man’s head with a knife, it dripped blood and loose strands of muscle onto the tarp she used to cover the floor.

D.  The knife Umkulthoum used to sever the man’s head dripped blood and loose strands of muscle onto the tarp she used to cover the floor.
_____2.  Which of the following solutions BEST resolves the pronoun problem in the following sentence: “After Umkulthoum removed the teeth from her victims’ skulls, she cleaned them.”

A.  Umkulthoum removed the teeth from her victims’ skulls, which she then cleaned.

B.  Umkulthoum cleaned the skulls of her victims after the teeth were removed.

C.  Following their removal from the skulls of her victims, Umkulthoum cleaned the teeth she had taken out.

D.  Umkulthoum cleaned the teeth she removed from her victims’ skulls.

_____3.  Nobody should take another person’s life, and everybody knows they shouldn’t.

A.  Nobody should take another person’s life, and everybody knows he or she shouldn’t.

B.  Nobody should take another person’s life, and everybody knows you shouldn’t.

C.  Nobody should take another person’s life, and everybody knows it shouldn’t.

D.  No change

_____4.  Which of the following solutions does NOT resolve the pronoun problem in the following sentence: “Umkulthoum smashed the man’s skull so hard into the old stairway banister that it broke.”
A.  After the collision of the man’s skull with the old stairway banister, it broke.

B.  The old stairway banister broke after the man’s skull slammed into it.

C.  The man’s skull shattered after Umkulthoum slammed it into the old stairway banister.

D.  Umkulthoum smashed the man’s skull into the old stairway banister, which broke.

_____5.  Which of the following solutions BEST resolves the pronoun problem in the following sentence: “After the police informed the FBI about Umkulthoum’s whereabouts, they moved to arrest her.”
A.  Following their being alerted to her whereabouts by the police, the FBI moved to arrest Umkulthoum.

B.  The police moved to arrest Umkulthoum after they told the FBI about her whereabouts.

C.  The FBI, who was alerted to Umkulthoum’s whereabouts by the police, moved to arrest her.

D.  Having alerted the FBI to Umkulthoum’s whereabouts, the police moved to arrest her.

_____6.  If one doesn’t want to be caught by the FBI, she shouldn’t post messages on the FBI’s Facebook page taunting them.

A.  If one doesn’t want to be caught by the FBI, you shouldn’t post messages on the FBI’s Facebook page taunting them.

B.  If one doesn’t want to be caught by the FBI, one shouldn’t post messages on the FBI’s Facebook page taunting them.

C.  If one doesn’t want to be caught by the FBI, we shouldn’t post messages on the FBI’s Facebook page taunting them.

D.  No change
For this section, identify the antecedent, gender (masculine, feminine, or neutral), and number (singular or plural) for the pronoun in each sentence, then choose the proper pronoun.  Place the letter corresponding to the proper pronoun in the blank provided for each item.  Treat each item as a problem unto itself and don’t carry over meaning from one sentence to the next.
_____7.  When the representative from the package delivery service arrived at Umkulthoum’s house, __________ carried the package to the door and rang her doorbell.
Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  his or her

B.  he


C.  they


D.  he or she

_____8.  As Umkulthoum answered the door, her herd of sacrificial goats crashed against the gate on the side of the house, and __________ nearly escaped.
Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  she


B.  they’re

C.  he


D.  they

_____9.  Umkulthoum’s sister raced around the side of the house, where __________ corralled all of the goats back into their pen.

Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  he or she

B.  she


C.  they


D.  he
_____10.  The delivery boy took out __________ clipboard and gave it to Umkulthoum to sign for the package.

Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  his


B.  he


C.  his or her

D.  their
_____11.    The delivery boy bent to pick up the package once again and was surprised when __________ began to thump around on the porch like something alive was inside.
Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  she


B.  they


C.  it


D.  Umkulthoum

_____12.  During the first day of training, the delivery company tells the drivers that at no time should anybody leave __________ truck running with the keys in it.

Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  a


B.  their


C.  your


D.  his or her

_____13.  Nobody ever thinks it will be __________ headless corpse found floating in the river after having been covered in the assorted viscera from sacrificed goats until it actually happens.

Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  he or she

B.  their


C.  your


D.  his or her

_____14.  Many of the drivers who deliver packages to Umkulthoum and her sister will never know how lucky __________ were to escape alive.

Antecedent:



Gender:



Number:

A.  he or she

B.  they


C.  you


D.  We
