In-text Citations:

Definition: A reference to a source of information used in a paper.

Use: An in-text citation tells the reader which source you used for the information contained in a sentence or paragraph.

Parts of an in-text citation:

1. Signal Phrase:

Definition: A signal phrase is a group of words telling the audience that information drawn from a source other than the author is about to be used (a quotation, paraphrase, or summary); usually the signal phrase will include the author’s name.

Example: According to Lance Armstrong, blah blah blah blah.

Example: Blah blah blah blah, said cyclist Lance Armstrong.

2. Parenthetical reference

Definition: The pages from which the source material is drawn in the original work; will include a page number; MAY include the author’s name.

Example: According to Lance Armstrong, blah blah blah blah blah (45).

Example: Blah blah blah blah blah (Armstrong 45).

Guidelines for in-text citations:

Author named in the signal phrase: Include only the page number in the parenthetical reference.

Example: According to Lance Armstrong, blah blah blah blah blah (45).

Author NOT named in the signal phrase:

Example: Biking is one of the healthiest activities for young people (Washburn 23).

