Goal: Write a letter to a policy-maker in an attempt to influence a science/technology policy, using well-supported arguments to support a claim.
Steps: 

1 -- Research

2 -- Determine your topic (narrowed – not “antibiotics” but “antibiotic use in animal feed”)

3 -- Research

4 – Determine your position (what, specifically, do you think should be stopped, started, continued, or prevented?)

5 -- Research

6 – Determine your audience (who is in a position to effect the change you want made?  Think immediate, local, regional, national, and global.  Find a SPECIFIC PERSON.)

7 -- Research

8 – Determine your plan (If you want to stop something, how should it be done, and what, if anything, will replace it; if you want to start something, how should it be done and how will it be paid for; if you want to continue something, should it be expanded or adapted in any way and how so; if you want to prevent something, how should it be done, and what, if anything, exists to accomplish the same goal as the thing you want to prevent?)

9 – Organize your research.  Sort it by the arguments you presented in your claim.  Pick out the strongest supporting materials as given by the most reputable sources.  Decide which information should be summarized, which should be paraphrased, and which should be quoted.

10 – Draft your letter or short story.  Included MLA citations and a bibliography.

11 – Revise

12 – Peer edit

13 – Revise

14 – Publish

