Mockingbird Final Project Options
Due 4/17/14 at the beginning of the class hour.

All of the projects must, in some way, demonstrate a mastery of three of the six primary areas of discussion from TKAM: plot, theme, characterization, conflict, foreshadowing, and symbolism.  Where you see an “EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY,” that means that you may go above and beyond the requirements for the project, earning extra points for the project.  These are OPTIONAL.  It is perfectly possible to get an “A” on the assignment without doing the “extension opportunity,” and no credit will be withheld because one does not opt for the “extension opportunity.”  If the “extension opportunity” is for only an individual, that individual will get the extra points.  If the “extension opportunity” requires a group, the creator of the project will get the extra points, and any featured players will be given some extra points at a reduced rate.
1 – Minor character’s diary


--Write the diary of a minor character from TKAM .  This diary should look like a diary.  The events in the diary should cover the span of years in TKAM.  Since no minor character is in every scene, you will need to do some explaining as to how the character knows what he or she knows (ex: Miss Maudie may talk about having people over to tea and discussing events with them, etc.).  The entries should cover all the major plot points in TKAM.  The entries should portray conflicts, characterization, and themes appropriate to the characters and events in TKAM.  The entries should be written in past tense and remain consistent as appropriate.  Suggestions for minor characters include Calpurnia, Miss Maudie, or Boo Radley.  If you wish, you may choose someone else, but get the instructor’s approval first.  Minimum of fifteen entries.  Be creative with your choice of presentation for the diary.  EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY:  Write an additional entry, one in which the character finds the diary 30 years later and reflects on how the events of the story changed his or her life in some sort of permanent manner that has affected them significantly over the last 30 years.
2 – Book cover

--Design an alternate book cover for TKAM.  Appearance counts (as a function of care and effort).  The cover should include all elements on a traditional book cover.  The cover must include a minimum of five symbolic elements.  It must include two other areas of focus as listed above.  It may include a scene from the book.  Include a front and back cover.  The back cover will include a summary of the book (without spoilers).  The cover should be your original work.  Separately, include a write-up explaining the symbology and other meanings encoded in your cover.  Choice of medium is yours.  No glitter.
EXTENTION OPPORTUNITY: Write an introduction to the book as if you were Harper Lee, explaining why you wrote the book and what you wanted to accomplish with it.
3 -- Soundtrack: Create a CD that would provide the soundtrack to the movie version of

TKAM (Based on the events of the book, not the movie)

--Identify 15 important plot events from the story.  For each event, pick a song

whose theme, lyrics, and tone/mood substantially match the plot event

(that is, just because it has the word “dog” in it doesn’t mean you can pick Who Let the Dogs Out for the scene with Tim Johnson.)  You may use up to two instrumental songs.
--Assemble a CD and burn a copy of it to turn in

--Create album art and liner notes for the CD, including the lyrics for each song

--Write an explanation as to why each song is appropriate for the plot event to

which you have linked it.  What is the theme or mood of the piece, how

does the song create that theme or mood, and how does that theme or mood match the scene to which you are linking it.


EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY: Write and record an original song as a sixteenth

“hidden track” on the CD.
4 – Casting Call: 
--Cast a new version of a TKAM movie.  Include actors or actresses for all of the major characters and some of the minor characters: Jem, Scout, Dill, Atticus, Calpurnia, Miss Maudie, Tom Robinson, Bob Ewell, Mayella Ewell, Mrs. Dubose, and Aunt Alexandra.  The actors and actresses should be chosen based on other roles they have played that are similar in nature to the characters they will be playing in your new film.  Include a write up that explains the former role for the actor or actress, and why that role proves that the actor or actress would be qualified to play this new role.  Picking Tom Cruise or Matthew Mcconaughey to play Atticus simply because they have played lawyers in the past is not acceptable.  You must show a true understanding of the nature of each character you are casting and find their analogue in other movies.  Provide enough of a description of their former roles and the nature of those characters that someone who hasn’t seen their previous work will be able to judge their suitability for this new role.
EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY: Create the actual poster that would accompany the release of the movie, large enough that we could hang it in the room.

5 – Guided tour of Maycomb

--Imagine that the entire town of Maycomb has been declared a historical site.  Create a tour for people who want to visit the town.   The tour should include all the major settings (school, the Radley place, the Finch house, Miss Maudie’s house (old and new?), First Purchase Church, the Ewell place, the jail, the courthouse, and any other setting you feel is appropriate).  The written materials for the tour should not only describe that setting and what happened there, they should include an analysis of how that location developed some combination of the characters, conflict, and themes in the story.  This should be a multi-media presentation, including visuals of your conceptions of the setting.  These should be as accurate and appropriate as you can: don’t show us a picture of Guantanamo Bay Prison and call it the Maycomb County Jail.  EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY: Provide a narrated audio track of the tour.
6 – Talk Show


--Write the script for a talk show.  This talk show should occur 30 years after events of TKAM.  It should feature all of the major characters who are left alive, and if a major character has died, then another character should fill in information about that character’s life after TKAM up until his or her death.  Characters must include Atticus, Dill, Jem, Scout; other characters may be included as you see fit (Miss Maudie, Calpurnia, Aunt Alexandra, Radleys, Ewells, assorted townsfolk and farmers).  Topics for discussion should include the events of the town featured in the book, as well as what the characters have done in the intervening 30 years.  Of specific interest is how the characters felt about the events from the book and why they felt that way.  The characters lives during those 30 years should reflect events, personalities, and interactions established in the actual text of the book.  EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY: Film the talk show.
7 – Jury Deliberations


--Write the conversation that happened in the jury room during the deliberations on the Tom Robinson case.  Your ultimate verdict must be the same as the verdict from the trial.  The deliberations must cover three of the six focus areas from our reading of the novel (plot, theme, conflict (among the existing characters in the book, not merely the jurors), characterization (of the existing characters in the book, not just the jurors), foreshadowing, and symbolism). You don’t need to write a 3.5 hour script, but do understand this should be an in-depth analysis of the events and issues at the heart of the case.  EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY: Film the jury deliberations.

