Preparing the body:
I. ORGANIZING YOUR SPEECH

A. Why organize?

1.  A well-organized speech is easier to understand


a.  Research backs this idea

2.  A well-organized speech is easier for the audience to remember

b. Groups, clusters, chunks, etc. are all easier to remember


--Telephone numbers = three numbers, not 10

3.  A well-organized speech is more likely to be believed


a.  Research backs this idea and the inverse is true, too

B. Creating the body

1.  Body comes FIRST, then Intro (attention-getter), then conclusion.

2.  Develop specific purpose and central idea


a.  Gives focus and direction to research and organization


b.  Reminders:



--Specific Purpose = “what, specifically, do I want to do with this speech?”



--Central Idea = “What one sentence do I want my audience to remember, even if they forget everything else?”
3. Ask yourself: “How can I get my audience to believe my central idea?”

4. Develop Main Points

5. Ask yourself: “How can I get my audience to remember my main points?”
6. Provide supporting materials such as examples, narratives, statistics, etc., to bolster your main ideas.
C. How to develop material

1. Cluster your research notes

2. Create main points and support them

a.  Specific purpose

b.  Central Idea

c.  Main Points


3.  Leave out what you don’t need/what doesn’t support your central idea

D. Devising main points

1. Limit the number of main points

a. don’t overwhelm; be focused like a laser, not spread like a shotgun


2.  Restrict each main point to ONE idea
a.  Good: Country life provides more privacy than city life

b.  Good: Country life involves less stress than city life

c.  BAD:  Country life involves less pollution, and there is little crime

3.  Use Parallel Language Whenever Possible

a.  use the same grammatical forms for all main points (see example above (“Why Organize”))
II. MAIN POINTS


A.  Chronological: Order of time



1.  Speech on saving a drowning victim: What to do step by step



2.  Speech on US History: Different Periods of history in order

B.  Spatial: Location in physical space



1.  Different areas of a car: Motor, Interior, Body



2.  Leaning Tower of Pisa: Bottom, Middle, Top


C.  Causal: Cause and Effect: Why something happens or happened



1.  Unlisted phone numbers





--Cause: More businesses and politicians are using phones to solicit




--Effect: More people are changing their numbers to unlisted



2.  Headaches




--Effects: symptoms (How they affect your life)




--Causes: Why we get them (My students)

D.  Problem-Solution: What a problem is and how we can solve it


1.  Nursing home residents:




--Problem: They are lonely




--Solution: Get a pet


E.  Topical: Split into categories



1.  Politics: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial



2.  Sleep: REM sleep & NREM sleep



3.  Speedlimits: Saves lives; conserves fuel

