Directions:
	1 – Highlight areas which confuse you and about which you want clarification.
	2 – Demonstrate evidence of a close reading, by providing reactions, questions, and mini-summaries
Pinckney schools return to normal after mumps incidents
Jim Totten, Livingston Daily 6:24 p.m. EDT October 15, 2014
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The Pinckney Community Schools district is getting back to normal after two people were diagnosed with the mumps virus, which has infected people across the country on record levels.
Meanwhile, the Livingston County Department of Public Health is investigating a possible third mumps case in the county, but it’s not in the Pinckney area.
Superintendent Rick Todd said two individuals, who had been sick with mumps, recently returned to school after getting clearance from their doctors. He declined to say whether they were students or staff, citing privacy concerns. He said the schools affected were Pathfinder and Navigator schools.
On Monday, he said a mumps immunization clinic was held at Navigator for staff who weren’t able to locate their immunization record or simply wanted to get the shot again. A clinic was held at Pathfinder last week.
Todd said only a handful of students remain at home because their parents refused to get their children immunized. He said those children can return to school on Oct. 21 for Pathfinder and Oct. 27 for Navigator.
“For anybody who chooses not to get immunized, and there are a small number of parents who choose not to get their children immunized, they can’t return to these schools until these dates,” he said.
The health department requires children who are not immunized to be removed from school for 25 days because this is the period when the disease is communicable.
Todd said parents are given the option not to immunize their children, but those parents should be aware that their children could be missing school if someone is diagnosed with a disease such as mumps.
“It is treated very seriously,” Todd said. “If something like this comes out, you will have to have your child stay home for 25 days.”
Todd said the process has gone smoothly.
“It’s all about communication,” Todd said.
Once they were informed by the Livingston County health department of the mumps cases, he said letters were sent home to parents along with information from the health department.
Dr. Donald Lawrenchuk, medical director of the Livingston County health department, said he can’t recall one case of mumps during his nine years with the agency.
However, he said this year has seen a big increase across the country of mumps cases.
“There are been more cases of mumps this year than we’ve seen since the 1960s,” Lawrenchuk said. “This has been a record-breaking year. It’s beyond an epidemic.”
Lawrenchuk said the two cases were reported after antibody blood tests showed the victims had been recently exposed to mumps.
He said the symptons include fever, headaches, malaise, muscle aches and swelling of glands in the neck area.
He said mumps can be fatal. Mumps can be transmitted through the air or through direct contact with infected person’s bodily fluids.
Lawrenchuk said Michigan is one of a handful of states that allows for parents to sign a waiver and not get their child immunized.
“It should be a wake-up call to these parents,” he said. “This is something serious.”
Contact Daily Press & Argus reporter Jim Totten at 517-548-7088 or at jtotten@gannett.com.
Directions for reflections:

Write three one-paragraph reflections, each one placing the issue in a different context.  Label each paragraph according to its context.  Choose from the list of contexts below:


Cultural
Academic
Historical
Political
Gender
Health & Safety
Generational
Religious
Moral
Legal
Social
Economic
Environmental
Medical
Self-expression
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