Energy Pyramid

You are going to make an energy pyramid.  

On the accompanying sheets is a collection of organisms from a food chain: 

· Grass

· Grasshoppers

· Mice

· Snakes

· Hawks


1. Cut out the organisms and organize them at the appropriate trophic level on the energy pyramid.  Begin by gluing all the grass (10,000 blades of grass) on the pyramid at the correct level.

2. Use the following information to figure out the correct amount of each animal can be supported at their trophic level, and glue them on the energy pyramid at the right level:

a. 10,000 blades of grass feed 1000 grasshoppers

b. 1000 grasshoppers feed 100 mice

c. 100 mice feed 10 snakes

d. 10 snakes feed 1 hawk

3. On the right side, record the size of each population (number of organisms) at each trophic level

4. Correctly label each trophic level using the following terms:  herbivore, producer, secondary consumer, 4th level consumer, 3rd level consumer

5. Draw an arrow from each level to the next, and write something next to it, indicating the amount of energy that is passed from one level to the next.

6. Draw in the sun with an arrow to the producer level.  Along the arrow name the process that allows producers to get energy from the sun.
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