Guiding Question
What ideas and traditions
influenced government in the
English colonies? Use a concept
web like the one below to take notes
on the ideas that shaped American
colonists’ concepts of government.
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Objectives

1. Identify the three concepts of gov-
emment that influenced the Ameri-
can colonies.

2. Explain the significance of three
landmark English documents.

3. Describe the three types of colo-
nies that the English established in
the American colonies.

Image Above: King John signs the
Magna Carta, limiting his own power.

‘I ; 30 Origins of American Government

¢ American system of government did not suddenly spring into b
Ttlvith the signin’g of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Nor v,
created by the Framers of the Constitution in 1787.

The Beginnings of what was to become the United States can be fous
the mid-sixteenth century when explorers, traders, and settlers first madet
way to North America. The French, Dutch, Spanish, Swedes, and othersca
to explore and settle what would become this nation—and to dominate th
Native Americans who were here for centuries before the arrival of the
Europeans. It was the English, however, who came in the largest numbers. &
it was the English who soon controlled the 13 colonies that stretched for sr
1,300 miles along the Atlantic seaboard.

Basic Concepts of Government

The earliest English settlers brought with them knowledge of a politicd
tem—of established laws, customs, practices, and institutions—that had
developing in England for centuries.

~ Some aspects of that governing system had come to England from ot
tm”ll.es.an(.i places. Thus, the concept of the rule of law that influenced g
Elorel:tcx:ll\ll :}d ea.s h.a s roots in the early civilizations of Africa and Asia' ¥
Thev left l;:h&i?xfilen; Romans occupied much of England from A.D 4 01,",;
history, the Engli 1 o of law, religion, and custom. From that riCh.PO]

. glish colonists brought to North America three basic notio™

were to loo i :
m large in the shaping of government in the United Stat¢%
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Ordered Gov i
ernmen . X gy i
t The English colonists saw the need for a7 orde e

ulation o 2 . ;
They cre:ftt?cf llrorel}a tionships with one another—that is, a need for gover” n
: cal governments, based on those they had known i

2

1 For example, King H . ‘
1750 8.c. Its 282253;27‘32%' of Babylonia developed a system of laws known as Hammurabi’s mdﬁ:%
code distinguished betweenmw-ared real estate, trade, and business transactions, as Well 5% m"f‘;cefﬁ"f
and tried to quarantee SociaPalc.w and minor offenses, established the state as the authory ¥ oy
laws became part of Hebrew Justice. Because of the Babylonians’ close contact with thé Hebres o N .

for an eye.” The Engiit warm - T1US ater a part of the 0id Testament of the pible—10r &1 e

Were quite familiar with and devoutly attracted to this Biblical conce of the




Aany of the offices and units of government
ev established are with us vet today: the

Bifices of sheriff and justice of the peace, the

brand jury, counties, and several others.

Limited Government The colonists also
brought with them the idea that government
s restricted in what it may do, and

every
individual has certain rights th

at govern-
ment cannot take away. This concept is called
imited government, and it was deeply rooted
English belief and practice by the time the
first English ships set sail for America. It had
been planted in England centuries earlier, and
had been developing there for nearly 400 vears
before Jamestown was settled in 100..'. ‘

Representative Government The early

glish settlers also carried another impor-
At concept across the Atlantic: representa-
tive government. This idea that government
Should serve the will of the people had also
peen developing in England for several cen-
uries. With it had come a growing insistence
fhat the people should have a voice in deciding

At government should and should not do.
As with the concept of limited government,
he idea of ‘government of, by, and for the
people” flourished in America.
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notions of ordered government,
Mited government, and representative gov-

ment can be traced to several landmark

uments in Fnglish historw.

e Magna Carta A group of determined
Rrons forced Ning John to sign the Magna
@—the Great Charter—at Runnymede in
15, Weary of Johns military campaigns and
VY taxes, the barons who prompted the
812 Carta were seeking protection against
V¥-handed and arbitrary acts by the king.

. The Magna Carta included guarantees of
fundamental rights as trial by jury and

- Process of law (protection against the
Y taking of life, liberty, or property).
e protections against the absolute power
King were originally intended for the

Privileged classes only. Over time, however,
they became the rights of all English people
and were incorporated into other documents,
The Magna Carta established the critical idea
that the monarchy’s power was not absolute.

The Petition of Right The Magna Carta
\Was respected by some monarchs and ignored
by others for 400 years. Over that period,
England’s Parliament slowly grew in influ-
ence. In 1628, when Charles I asked Parlia-
ment ‘for more money in taxes, Parliament
refused until he agreed to sign the Petition
of Right.

The Petition of Right limited the King’s
power in several ways. Most importantly, it
demanded that the king no longer imprison
or otherwise punish any person but by the
lawful judgment of his peers or by the law
of the land. The document also insisted
that the king may not impose mar-
tial law, or military rule, in times
of peace, or require homeowners
to shelter the kings troops without
their consent. The Petition declared
that no man should be

PRIMARY SOURCE
compelled to make or yield any gift,
loan, benevolence, tax, or such jike
charge, without commeon consent by
act of parijament.

The Petition challenged the idea of the
divine right of kings, declaring that even a
monarch must obey the law of the land.

The English Bill of Rights In 1689, after
years of revolt and turmoil, Parliament offered
the crown to William and Mary of Orange.
The events surrounding their ascent to the
throne are known as the Glorious Revolu-
tion. To prevent abuse of power by William
and Mary and all future monarchs, Parlia-
ment, in 1689, drew up a list of provisions to
which William and Mary had to agree.
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Private property B

g No excessive bail or fines

\ Right to bear arms

Right to petition Tt
No unreasonable searches or seizures
Freedom of speech

Freedom of the press

Freedom of religion

\IChockpolnt and required that all parliamentary elections

What were the limita- be free. In addition, the document declared
tions set by the English

Bill of Rights?

PRIMARY SOURCE
venture that the pretended power of sus-
A. &n undertaking pending the laws, or the execution
involving risk 2

of laws, by regal authority, without

consent of Parliament is illegal . . .
levy that levying money for or to the use
v. to impose, to collect of the Crown . . . without grant of
0¥ 18GAl authority Parliament . . . is illegal

that it is the right of the subjects to
petition the king . . . and that pros-
ecutions for such petitioning are
illegal . . ,

E 32 Origins of American Government

~~English Bill of Rights

-

The English Bill of Rights algq inclug
such guarantees as the right to a fajr tria) &
well as freedom from excessive bai) and ﬁ:‘

' cruel and unusual punishment,

Qur nation has built upon, changeq
added to those ideas and institutions thy, :
tlers brought here from England. Stj)), mug,
in American government and politics today
bears the stamp of those early English e
Surely, this is not so strange when yoy reca]
that the colonial period of American histoy
lasted for some 170 years and that the Unigeg
States has existed as an independent natiy,
tor only a slightly longer period.

The Thirteen Colonies

Englands colonies in North America hay
been described as “13 schools of gover.
ment” The colonies were the settings in
which Americans first began to learn the dif.
ficult art of government.®

The 13 colonies were established, sepa-
rately, over a span of some 125 years. Dur-
ing that long period, outlying trading posts
and isolated farm settlements developed into
organized communities. The first colony,
Virginia, was founded with the first perma-
nent English settlement in North America at
lam‘estmm In 1607 Georgia was the last to
be formed, with the settlement of Savannah
in 1733,

Each of the colonies was born out of 2
particular set of circumstances. Virginia was
onginally organized as a commercial yenture.
hf‘ ﬁm colonists were employees of the Vir-
i Company of London (also called the

dfm ¥), a private trading cor-
poration. Massachusetts was first settled by
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ho came to North America in search

e W 9,5
ped cater personal and religious freedom.

ot & George g,-anted Georgia to 21 trustees,

“ho & overned the colony.

gut the differences among the colonies
are of little importance. Of much greater
signiﬁcance is the facf that all of them were
shaped by their English origins. The many
smilarities among all 13 colonies far out-
weighed their differences.

Each colony was established on the basis
of a charter, a written grant of authority
from the king. This grant gave colonists or
companies a grant of land and some govern-
ing rights, while the Crown retained a certain
amount of power over a colony. Over time,
these instruments of government led to the
\development of three different types of colo-
‘nies: royal, proprietary, and charter.

Royal Colonies The royal colonies were
subject to the direct control of the Crown. On
:lthe eve of the American Revolution in 1775,
there were eight: New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, New York, New Jersey, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
The Virginia colony did not enjoy the quick
success its sponsors had promised. In addition,
the colony’s government was evolving into one
of popular rule. The king disapproved of the
ocal government’s methods, as well as their
attempt to grow tobacco. So, in 1624, the king
fevoked the London Company’s charter, and
Virginia became the first of the royal colonies.
Later, as the charters of other colonies were
anceled or withdrawn for a variety of reasons,
fey became royal colonies.
A pattern of government gradually emerged
or each of the royal colonies. The king named
Bovernor to serve as the colony’s chief execu-
- A council, also named by the king, served
an advisory body to the royal governor. Later,
governor’s council became both the upper
use of the colonial legislature and the colony’s

“'W"‘a'eommneummummmmwm
30,1619, and was the first representative body to meet
North American English colonies. It was made up of

highest court. The lower house of a bicameral
(two-house) legislature was elected by those
property owners qualified to vote* It owed
much of its influence to the fact that it shared
with the governor and his council the power
of the purse—the power to tax and spend. The
governor, advised by the council, appointed
judges for the colony’s courts.

The laws passed by the legislature had to
be approved by the governor and the Crown.
Royal governors often ruled with a stern
hand, following instructions from London.
Much of the resentment that finally flared
into revolution was fanned by their actions.

The Proprietary Colonies By 1775, there
were three proprietary colonies: Maryland,

The Thirteen Colonies, 1775
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P Analyzing Maps Despite the differing government systems within
the colonies, they were all influenced by their English roots. Mow many
royal colonies were left at this time? Mow were royal colomnies and
charter colonies different?

Chapter 2 » Section 1 3




.-.’/Checkpolnt
What is the difference
between a proprietary
colony and a charter
colony?

haven
n. a place of safety

governmaent.

1. Guiding Question Use your
completed flowchart to answer this
auestion: What ideas and traditions
nfiuenced government in the English

colonies?

Key Terms and Comprehension
2. Define the concept of representative

3. Explain why the barons forced King
John 1o sign the Magna Carta.

4. (a) What i5 a bicameral legisiature?
{b) How was the lower house of the
legisiature chosen in the royal colonies?

haa Orintne of Amarkenn Cotitest

Pennsylvania, and Delaware. These colonies
were organized by a proprietor, a person to
whom the king had made a grant of land.
By charter, that land could be settled and
governed much as the proprietor chose. In
1632, the king granted Maryland to Lord
Baltimore, which was intended as a haven
for Catholics. In 1681, Pennsylvania was
granted to William Penn. In 1682, Penn also
acquired Delaware. ®

The governments of these three colonies
were much like those in the royal colonies.
The governor, however, was appointed by
the proprietor. In Maryland and Delaware,
the legislatures were bicameral. In Pennsyl-
vania, the legislature was a unicameral body.
It consisted of only one house. The Frame
of Government, a constitution that William
Penn drew up for that colony in 1682, was,
for its time, exceedingly democratic. As in
the royal colonies, appeals of decisions in the

proprietary colonies could be carried to the
king in London.

The Charter Colonies The Massachu-
setts Bay Colony was established as the first
charter colony in 1629. Its charter was later

5 New York, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, and

Georgia also began as proprietary colonies. Each later became
a royal colony.

revoked, and Massachusetts became 4
colony in 1691.

Connecticut and Rhode Islang _
charter colonies founded by religioys disg;.
dents from Massachusetts. Connecticy
founded in 1633, and granted a charter i
1662. Rhode Island was founded in 1636, and
granted a charter in 1663. Both colonies Were
largely self-governing.

The governors of Connecticut zp4
Rhode Island were elected each year by the
white, male property owners in each colony,
Although the king’s approval was required
before the governor could take office, it was
not often asked. Laws made by their bicamers]
legislatures were not subject to the governors
veto, nor was the Crown’s approval needed
Judges in the charter colonies were appointed
by the legislature, but appeals could be taken
from the colonial courts to the king.

The Connecticut and Rhode Island char-
ters were so liberal for their time that, after
independence, they were kept with only
minor changes as State constitutions umﬂ
1818 and 1843, respectively. In fact, many
historians say that if Britain had allowed the
other colonies the same freedoms and self-
government found in the charter colonies,
the Revolution might never have occurred.

7 To continue to build a
Essential Questions response to the chapter
Journal Essential Question, go 1o your
- Essential Questions Journal.

e
Critical Thinking
5. Make Comparisons What principles Quick Write
do the Magna Carta, the Petition of Narrative Writing: Choose a Colony
Fight. and the English BN of Rights Choose one of the 13 colonies
have in common? s

6. Predict Consequences The English
Crown gave Connecticut and Rhode




