
APUSH Period 5 Excerpts 

Except A: 

In the meantime we have tried every effort at reconciliation. The cup of forbearance had been exhausted even 

before the recent information from the frontier of the Del Norte. But now, after reiterated menaces, Mexico 

has passed the boundary of the United States, has invaded our territory and shed American blood upon the 

American soil. She has proclaimed that hostilities have commenced, and that the two nations are now at war. 

As war exists, and, notwithstanding all our efforts to avoid it, exists by the act of Mexico herself, we are called 

upon by every consideration of duty and patriotism to vindicate with decision the honor, the rights, and the 

interests of our country.  -President Polk address to Congress, 1846 

 

Excerpt B: 

All the territory of the Union is the common property of all the states - every member, new or old, of the 

Union, admitted to partnership under the constitution, has a perfect right to enjoy the territory, which is the 

common property of all. Some of the territory was acquired by treaty from England - much of it by cession 

from the older states; yet more by treaties with Indians, and still greater quantities by purchase from Spain 

and France; - large tracts again by the annexation of Texas - and the present was will add still more to the 

quantity yet to be entered by citizens of the United States, or of those of any of the countries of Europe that 

choose to migrate thither. Al this land, no matter whence it was derived, belongs to all states jointly....[N]o 

citizen of the United States can be debarred from moving thither with his property and enjoying the liberties 

guaranteed by the constitution....  -The United States Magazine and Democratic Review, October, 1847 

 

Excerpt C: 

It can no longer be doubted that this is a war of conquest....A war of conquest is bad; but the present war has 

darker shadows. It is a war for the extension of slavery over a territory which has already been purged, by 

Mexican authority, from this stain curse. Fresh markers of human beings are to be established; further 

opportunities for this hateful traffic are to be opened; the lash of the overseer is to be quickened in new 

regions; and the wretched slave is to be hurried to unaccustomed fields of toil. It can hardly be believed that 

now, more than eighteen hundred years since the dawn of the Christian era, a government, professing the law 

of charity and justice, should be employed in war to extend an institution which exists in defiance of these 

sacred principles. -Charles Sumner, written for the Massachusetts legislature in April, 1847 

Excerpt D: 

But, such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not included 
within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeasurable distance 
between us. The blessings in which you this day rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. The rich inheritance of 
justice, liberty, prosperity, and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The 
sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth of July is yours, 



not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, 
and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do you mean, 
citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? – Fredrick Douglas, What to the Slave is the Fourth of July, 
1852 

Excerpt E: 

I turn to the political; and here I fearlessly assert that the existing relation between the two races in the South, 

against which these blind fanatics are waging war, forms the most solid and durable foundation on which to 

rear free and stable political institutions. It is useless to disguise the fact. There is and always has been in an 

advanced stage of wealth and civilization, a conflict between labor and capital. The condition of society in the 

South exempts us from the disorders and dangers resulting from this conflict; and which explains why it is that 

the political condition of the slaveholding States has been so much more stable and quiet than that of the 

North… -John C. Calhoun, Slavery a Positive Good, 1837 

 

Excerpt F: 

We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention assembled, appealing to the 

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared that the Union 

heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North America, is dissolved, and that the State 

of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of the world, as a separate and independent 

State; with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other 

acts and things which independent States may of right do. -Confederate States of America - South Carolina 

Declaration of Causes of Secession, 1860 

 

Excerpt G: 

The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, Can the people of a Territory in any lawful way, against 

the wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a 

State constitution? I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincoln has heard me answer a hundred times from every 

stump in Illinois, that in my opinion the people of a Territory can, by lawful means, exclude slavery from their 

limits prior to the formation of a State constitution. Mr Lincoln knew that I had answered that question over 

and over again. He heard me argue the Nebraska bill on that principle all over the State in 1854, in 1855, and 

in 1856, and he has no excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on that question. It matters not 

what way the Supreme Court may hereafter decide as to the abstract question whether slavery may or may 

not go into a Territory under the Constitution, the people have the lawful means to introduce it or exclude it 

as they please, for the reason that slavery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, unless it is supported by 

local police regulations. Those police regulations can only be established by the local legislature; and if the 

people are opposed to slavery, they will elect representatives to that body who will by unfriendly legislation 

effectually prevent the introduction of it into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, their legislation 

will favor its extension. Hence, no matter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on that abstract 

question, still the right of the people to make a Slave Territory or a Free Territory is perfect and complete 



under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems my answer satisfactory on that point. -Stephen Douglas, 

Freeport Doctrine, 1858 

Excerpt H: 

In the first place, I deny every thing but what I have already admitted, of a design on my part to free Slaves. I 

intended, certainly, to have made a clean thing of that matter, as I did last winter, when I went into Missouri, 

and there took Slaves, without the snapping of a gun on either side, moving them through the country, and 

finally leaving them in Canada. I desired to have done the same thing again, on a much larger scale. That was 

all I intended. I never did intend murder, or treason, or the destruction of property, or to excite or incite Slaves 

to rebellion, or to make insurrection. – John Brown’s final speech, 1859 

Excerpt I: 

John Brown 
                 Sir 
  Altho vengence is not mine, I confess, that I do feel gratified to hear that you ware stopt in your 
fiendish career at Harper’s Ferry, with the loss of your two sons, you can now appreciate my distress, in 
Kansas, when you then and there entered my house at midnight and arrested my husband and two boys and 
took them out of the yard and in cold blood shot them dead in my hearing, you cant say you done it to free 
our slaves, we had none and never expected to own one, but has only made me a poor disconsolate widow 
with helpless children while I feel for your folly. I do hope & trust that you will meet your just reward. O how it 
pained my Heart to hear the dying groans of my Husband and children if this scrawl give you any consolation 
you are welcome to it 
                                                                           Mahala Doyle 

NB my son John Doyle whose life I begged of (you) is now grown up and is very desirous to be at Charleston on 
the day of your execution would certainly be there if his means would permit it, that he might adjust the rope 
around your neck if gov: wise would permit it 
                                                                                 M. Doyle. 

- Mahala Doyle to John Brown, November 20, 1859 

Excerpt J: 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty 

and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 

testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a 

great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those 

who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave 

men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract.  - 

Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863 

 

 



Excerpt K: 

 

Excerpt L: 

 

 



Excerpt M: 

 


