Chapter 17:

Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy

Terms to Know:

Tariff of 1842

Caroline

Creole

Aroostook War
Manifest Destiny

“Fifty-Four forty or fight”

Liberty Party

Walker Tariff

California Bear Flag Republic

Battle of Buena Vista

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Conscience Whigs

Wilmot Provisio

People to Know:

John Tyler

James Polk

Stephen Kearney

John Fremont

Winfield Scott

Nicholas Trist

David Wilmot

Questions:

1.  In what ways or in what territories did territorial expansion dominate American diplomacy in the 1840’s? (p. 371)

2.  Who clamored for rewards in the spoils system in 1841? How did the Whigs view Harrison?  Who were the real leaders in the party? (p. 371)

3.  What happened to Harrison?  How long did he serve in office?  Who became president?  Describe him. (p. 371)

4.  What did Tyler’s enemies accuse him of?  Why was that only partially true?  Why should have Tyler never had agreed to been on the ticket as vice-president?  (p. 372)

5.  What reforms did Henry Clay and the Whigs push through Congress?  What issue caused uproar in Washington when Tyler vetoed the bill?  (p. 372)

6.  How did Whig extremists describe Tyler after he vetoed twice the Bank Bills?  What did they try to do to Tyler in the House of Representatives?  What else did Tyler veto that angered the Whigs?  (p. 372-373)

7.  Hatred of whom festered again in 1842?  Over what issues did this hatred resurface?  How did the British view the Americans and how did they describe them in their travel books, books, and magazines?  (p. 373)

8. How did the fact that British were lenders and Americans were debtors cause further conflict between the two nations?  (p. 374)

9.  What was the Caroline incident?  During what insurrection did this occur?  How did American press propagandize the incident?  (p. 374)

10.  Who was McLeod?  What was he put on trial for? How did the Brits react?  What was the Creole incident?  (p. 374)

11.  What was the Aroostook War?  Over what territory was this war (conflict) fought?  How was the Maine boundary finally solved?  What was an overlooked bonus of the negotiations between Webster and Lord Ashburton?  (p. 374-375)

12.  Since 1836, how did the Mexican government view Texas?  What did Mexico threaten in the Americans interfered in Texas?  (p. 375)

13.  Why did Texas make treaties with France, Britain, and Holland in 1839 and 1840?  Why was Britain interested in an independent Texas?  Why were the French interested in Texas?  (p. 375)

14.  What issue became important during the presidential campaign of 1844?  How did Tyler, the lame duck president, interpret the Democratic victory?  (p. 375)

15.  How did Tyler arrange to have Texas annexed?  In what year did Texas become a state?  What were the main motives in annexing Texas? (p. 376)

16.  What nations at one point or another claimed Oregon?  Who bowed out in 1819 and 1824?  Who was left?  (p. 376)

17.  In what ways was Britain’s claim strong? IN what ways was America’s claim strong? (p. 376-377)

18.  What were the stipulations of the Treaty of 1818?  Why was Britain reluctant to divide the territory at the forty-ninth parallel?  (p. 377)

19.  What was Oregon fever?  By 1846, how many Americans settled south of the Columbia River?  How man British had settled north of the Columbia river?  How did this change Britain’s view of the Oregon territory?  (p. 377-378)

20.  Who was the Whig candidate in 1844?  Who was the Democratic candidate?  What roles in government did Polk have prior to being nominated for president?  (p. 378)

21.  What is Manifest Destiny and how did it play a role in the 1844 presidential election?  (p. 378)

22.  What were some of the slogans for both the Democrats and Whigs during the election of 1844?  (p. 378)  

23.  What was the result of the presidential election of 1844 in the Electoral College and also the popular vote? What state decided the presidency for Polk?   How did the Liberty Party help Clay lose the election?  (p. 378)

24.  What were the objectives or goals in Polk’s “Four-Point” program?  What was the Walker Tariff of 1846?  (p. 379)

25.  How was the dispute over the Oregon Territory finally resolved?  Why did Britain finally have a change of heart and decide on the forty-ninth parallel?  In the end, why was Polk content with 49th Parallel and not the Fifty-four-forty?  (p. 380)

26.  Why was California considered such an attractive piece of real estate to Polk?  Why were relations with Mexico strained that made it unreasonable for Polk to simply buy California?  (p. 381)

27.  Who else was rumored to have been interested in buying California?  Who did Polk send to Mexico in 1845 and what was he instructed to do?  How did the Mexicans accept him?  (p. 382)

28. Who did Polk send to the Rio Grande on January 13, 1846?  Under what concerns did Polk ask Congress to declare war on Mexico?  What happened on April 25, 1846 that made a war declaration easy?  What was Polk’s decree?  (p. 382)

29.  Was Polk’s decree “ American blood upon American soil” completely factual?  Why was Lincoln known as “spotty Lincoln?”  IN your opinion, was Polk in the wrong in stretching the truth about the bloodshed in Texas?  (p. 382)

30.  How did Santa Anna trick Polk?  Why was he in Cuba in the first place?  What roles did Stephen Kearney, John Fremont, General Zachary Taylor, and General Winifred Scott play in gaining victory for the Americans in the Mexican-American War?  (p. 383-384)

31.  Who was Trist and what mistake did he make in his negotiations with Santa Anna?  However, on February 2, 1848, what treaty did he have signed with Mexico?  What were the details of the treaty?  (p. 384)

32.  Who were the Conscience Whigs?  (How did they present an obstacle to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo?  What was another peril facing the treaty?  (p. 384-385)

33.  In the end, how much did Polk pay for California?  (p. 385)

34.  How many soldiers lost their lives in the war with Mexico?  How much was America’s total land increased?  How was the Mexican War a schoolroom for the forthcoming Civil War?  (p. 385)

35.  What was established in 1802?  What military academy was established in 1846?  (p. 388)

36.  How did the Mexican War change the British and other world powers their view of American military prowess?  (p. 388)

37.  How did the war change relations with Mexico and also the rest of Latin America?  How did they describe  America after the war?  (p. 388)

38.  How did many abolitionists view the war?  (p. 388)  What was the Wilmot amendment?  Did it ever pass the House?  What was the Wilmot Proviso and who endorsed it?  In what ways did the Mexican War start the Civil War?  (p. 388-389)

