Chapter 9 

The Confederation and The Constitution
1776-1790

Terms to Know:

Society of Cincinnati

disestablished

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

Civic Virtue

republican motherhood

Articles of Confederation

Old Northwest

Land Ordinance of 1785

Northwest Ordinance

Shay’s Rebellion                Virginia Plan

New Jersey Plan

Great Compromise

common law

civil law

Three-fifths compromise

antifederalists

federalists             The Federalists

People to Know:
Lord Sheffield


Daniel Shays


Patrick Henry

Alexander Hamilton

James Madison

Thomas Jefferson



Questions
1.  How does the textbook describe the American Revolution in the beginning of Chapter 9?

2.  What changes did the Revolution usher in and how did the exodus of 80,000 Loyalists affect America?

3.  In what ways was the phrase “All men are created equal” adopted in the colonies?  

4.  How did this egalitarian fervor after the Revolutionary war affect slavery? What did Philadelphia Quakers do, the   

     Continental Congress, and many northern states in regards to slavery?

5.  What did the Continental Congress ask the states to do in 1776?  

6.  In most state constitutions, who was given the most power?  Why, in your opinion?  How did Thomas Jefferson feel 

      about this?

7.  What were some economic changes as a result of the Revolutionary War?  

8.  What were some negatives from the post-war period economically? Were most average citizens better off or worse 

       off after the war according to the book?

9.  What challenges faced the Americans with the responsibility of trying to create and operate a new central 

      government?

10.  What were some signs of hope in regards to the Americans ability to create a central government for the 13 states?

11.  Describe the power of the Second Continental Congress during the Revolutionary War.  Who had more power, the 

       states or the Congress during the war?

12. What was the main point of contention in creating the Articles of Confederation?  What did the land-hungry states 

      argue for?

13.  Who held out ratifying the Articles until March 1, 1781?  Why?

14.  What compromises were made to convince Maryland to ratify the Articles?

15.  How did this land policy help build unity amongst the thirteen states?

16.  What did many call the Articles of Confederation?  How many branches of government were there?

17.  How was Congress hobbled from the beginning?  What other issues plagued Congress in regards to bills and 

       amendments?

18.  Why was Congress made purposefully weak?  In what two ways was the Congress handicapped?  

19.  What were some positives to the Articles of Confederation?

20.  In the end, why were states not willing to give up sovereignty to the federal government? 

21.  Despite the Articles failings, it made passed important legislation in regards to land, in particular, the Old    

       Northwest.  Describe the significance and main details of the following ordinances 


a.  Land Ordinance of 1785


b.  Northwest Ordinance of 1787

22.  What were some grievances the Americans had against the British during the Confederation years?  

23.  Who were the Dey of Algiers?  How did they hamper Yankee commerce in the Mediterranean? 

24.  Who was Daniel Shay?  What were the complaints that Shay and his fellow rebellions had?  How did the state of 

       Massachusetts respond?  What did the Massachusetts legislature do?

25.  How did Thomas Jefferson respond to Shay’s Rebellion and the subsequent events?  What were many of the 

       propertied class afraid of?

26.  Why did the conservatives want a stronger central government? Why did some of the poorer classes not want one?

27.  How were the delegates chosen for the convention?  Why were most of them propertied men? 

28.  How many met in Philadelphia on May 25, 1787?  How did Jefferson describe the delegates?  

29. Where were Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Thomas Paine?  John Hancock and Sam Adams? Why did Patrick 

      Henry decline his nomination?

30.  Describe the 55 delegates as a whole.  What were their main goals at the convention?  Why does the book state that 

       the Dey of Algiers, Lord Sheffield , and Daniel Shays are by default “Founding Fathers?”

31.  How does the quote, by Washington, “We have, probably, had too good an opinion of human nature in forming our 

      confederation,”  symbolize the mood of the convention? 

32.  Describe the following plans: Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, and the Great Compromise

33.  As a “bundle of compromises,” what were some of the most important compromises in the Constitution?  How 

      many times has a president been elected by the House of Representatives?

34.   What was the three-fifths compromise?  When was slave trade, as noted in the Constitution, banned? 

35.  In what ways did the new Constitution contain democratic elements?    

36.  Who were the anitfederalists and the federalists?  Who was in the antifederalist camp?  How did the anitfederalist 

       camp view the Constitution?  What were some of their complaints against the Constitution?  

37.  Who was the first state to ratify the Constitution?  Why was Massachusetts a litmus or acid test for the ratification 

      process?  

38.  Why was it so important that Virginia and New York ratify?  What did John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and James 

       Madison publish in the newspapers of New York? Which essay was the most popular and most famous?

39.  What happened in Rhode Island and North Carolina?  

40.  What percentage of white males voted for delegates to the ratifying conventions?  

41.  How did the conservatives preserve the principal of republican government through a redefinition of sovereignty?

42.  What is one of the most enduring paradoxes of American History?

