Chapter 8 

America Secedes from the Empire

1775-1783

Terms to Know:

Second Continental Congress

Olive Branch Petition

Hessians

Common Sense

Battle of Bunker Hill

Declaration of the Rights of Man

Loyalists

Patriots

Battle of Long Island

Battle of Trenton

Battle of Saratoga

Model Treaty

Armed Neutrality

Treaty of Fort Stanwix

privateers



Battle of Yorktown

Treaty of Paris

People to Know:

Ethan Allen

Benedict Arnold

Richard Montgomery 


Thomas Paine

Abigail Adams

Richard Henry Lee

Lord Charles Cornwallis

William Howe

John (Gentleman Johnny) Burgoyne

Benjamin Franklin

Nathaneal Greene

George Rogers Clark

Admiral de Grasse

Questions:

1.  How many colonies were represented at the Second Continental Congress? What was the mood at the    

     Congress?  What step towards all0out-warfare did the Congress take?

2.  Who did the Congress choose to lead the colonial militia?  Describe Washington’s military record.  What might 

     one expect from a record similar to Washington’s? How does the textbook describe Washington?  

3.  How was selecting Washington also a political move by the Congress?

4.  Why was the war from April 1775-July 1776 described as “contradictory” and “inconsistent?”

5.  What victory did Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold achieve in May of 1775? What battle was fought in June of 

     1775?  Why did the colonists have to retreat even though they initially had the advantage?

6.  What did the Olive Branch Petition state?  How did King George III react?  Who did George III hire as 

     mercenaries?  Why did this anger the colonists? What happened to many of these soldiers?

7.  Why did the colonies attack Canada?  How was the attack on Canada contradictory in nature to the colonists 

     cause?

8.  Was the attack on Canada successful?  How did the French accept the attack?

9.  What is Evacuation Day?

10.  What two victories did the southern colonists gain in 1776?

11.  Why did the Americans continue to deny the desire for independence?

12.  In January of 1776, to whom did Washington’s officers make a toast?

13. Who wrote Common Sense?  When did he come to the colonies and what was his profession? How many 

      copies of Common Sense were sold in a few months?

14. Why did Thomas Paine name his pamphlet Common Sense? Why was Paine’s pamphlet so important?
15.  What type of government did Paine champion?  Why did Paine’s concept of rejecting a monarch and 

        embracing an independent republic fall on receptive ears in the colonies?

16.  How did the American Colonial experience prepare them for a republic such as Paine called for?

17.  According to Paine, what was civic virtue?  

18. Did everyone agree with Paine’s democratic approach to republicanism?  What did the contrarians believe?  

19.  When was the motion adopted to become “free and independent states” as Richard Henry Lee stated it?

20.  How did John Adams describe July 2?  Why?

21.  Who was given the task of drafting the more formal statement of separation?  Describe Thomas Jefferson.

22.  What were some of the grievances that Thomas Jefferson filed against King George III?

23.  Why was Jefferson’s famous line “all men are created equal” contradictory to his life and the lives many of the  

      colonists?

24.  What did Lafayette hang on his wall?  What did he hope to one day hang next to it?

25.  What were Loyalists also called?  Why?  And what were many of the patriots called?

26.  How was the American Revolution a minority movement?  How did the Minutemen and Patriots convince 

      those on the fence to join the independence movement?

27.  What percent of the population remained Loyalists?  How were they tragic figures?  For the most part, what 

       segment of society were Loyalists?

28.  Where were the Loyalists most numerous?  Where was this the exception?  Where were they least numerous?

29.  After the Declaration of Independence was signed, how were Loyalists treated in the colonies? How many 

       loyal supporters were driven out or fled?

30.  How many Loyalists bore arms for the crown?  How else did they support the British effort?

31.  What arrived in New York in July 1776?  

32.  Who won the Battle of Long Island?  How did Washington escape?  What mistake did Howe make?  

33.  What happened on December 26, 1776?  What happened a week later in Princeton?

34.  Why did the British want to capture the Hudson River Valley? Who led the invasion into the Hudson River 

       Valley? 

35.  Where did Washington and his soldiers retire for winter quarters?  What was their experience like?  Who 

        drilled the soldiers into a professional army?

36.  What happened on October 17, 1777? Why was Saratoga so important?

37.  Why did France want to aid the Americans in their revolution?

38.  How did the colonists view international views?  What was the Model Treaty and who was one of the chief 

       authors?

39.  How did enlightenment views affect the American leaders in their view of international affairs?

40.  How did Benjamin Franklin’s appearance represent the diplomatic revolution they hoped to achieve?

41.  After the defeat at Saratoga, what did Parliament offer the colonies?

42.  What did the French offer on February 6, 1778?  What did this treaty offer the American Colonies?

43.  Who else joined the fight against the British? What was the Armed Neutrality organized by Catherine the 

       Great?

44.  According to the text, when did the Americans gain their independence?  Why?

45.  What did the French provide the Americans from 1778-1783?

46.  As a result of the French Naval presence, what could the British no longer do?  As a result, what city did they 

       decide to focus their attack on?

47.  Who committed treason in 1780?  Why and for how much money?  

48.  Where did the British start their campaign of “rolling up the colonies?”  What general helped clear South 

       Carolina and Georgia of the British?  What tactic did he use?

49.  Why was 1780-1781 some of the darkest periods of the war?

50.  How did Cornwallis fall into a trap at Chesapeake Bay?  How did Washington, de Grasse, and Rochambeau 

       defeat Cornwallis?

51.  Who was more responsible for the victory at Yorktown, the French or Americans?

52.  What events in led the British to decide to sign a peace treaty?

53.  Who were the diplomats for the Americans in Paris for the peace treaty?

54.  What did France want in regards to American Independence? Why? What did Spain want? How did John Jay 

        play both these interests off each other?

55.  What did the Treaty of Paris of 1783 grant the Americans?  What concessions did the Americans have to 

        make?

56.  Why did the British make the terms so alluring to the Americans? 

