Chapter 7

The Road to Revolution

Terms to Know: 

Republicanism

radical Whigs

mercantilism

Sugar Act

Quartering Act

Stamp Act

admiralty courts
Stamp Act Congress

nonimportation agreements

Sons of Liberty
Daughters of Liberty

Declaratory Act
Townsend Acts

Boston Massacre
committees of Correspondence
Boston Tea Party

Intolerable Acts

Quebec Act

First Continental Congress

The Association
Lexington and Concord

Valley Forge

camp followers

People to Know:

John Hancock

George Greenville

Charles Townsend

Crispus Attucks

George III

Lord North 

Sam Adams

Thomas Hutchinson

Marquis de Lafeyette

Baron von Steuben

Lord Dumore

Abigail Adams

Questions:

1.  Why might it be considered remarkable that a revolution happened at all, according to the text?

2.  What does it mean that the colonists were reluctant revolutionaries?  What were they seeking to claim?

3.  How does the text describe the New World as revolutionary by its mere existence?

4.  What is republicanism?  By its very nature, what did republicanism oppose?  

5.  Who were the radical Whigs and what did they believe?

6.  How did republican and Whig ideas influence the colonists?

7.  How did the circumstances of colonial life bolster the colonist’s attitudes?

8.  From where did mercantilists believe a country gained its wealth?

9.  According to mercantilists, what was the benefit of having colonies?

10.  How did Parliament regulate the mercantilist system at the expense of the colonists?

11.  How did the British policy of mercantilism result in a money or currency shortage in the colonies?

12.  How did the colonists react to the monarchs right to nullify any legislation passed by colonial assemblies 

       deemed contradictory to the mercantilist system?

13.  In theory, the mercantilist system was selfish and oppressive.  However, how did the colonists benefit from 

       it in reality?

14.  Why were the colonists so opposed to the mercantilist system even though some benefits existed?

15.  How much debt did the British government have after the Seven Years’ War?  

16.  Under Greenville’s program, list the tax or law imposed for the following years and its effect on the 

       colonies: 1763, 1764, 1765 (2).

17.  What did the stamp act tax and what were the revenues from the stamp act intended to support?

18.  How did Greenville rationalize the measures he passed?

19.  Why did Greenville’s policies anger the colonists?

20.  How did Greenville’s legislation jeopardize basic rights? What were the admiralty courts?

21.  “No taxation without representation, “ how did the colonists rationalize this battle cry against the Stamp 

        Act?

22.  According to Greenville, what was “virtual representation?”  How did the colonists view this concept?  

23.  Would direct representation had been beneficial for the colonists?

24.  What was the Stamp Act Congress and how many delegates attended it?  What is the significance of the 

       Stamp Act Congress?

25.  What were the nonimportation agreements and how did they contribute to more colonial unity? What were 

       spinning bees?

26.  Who were the Sons of Liberty and Daughters of Liberty?  What were some tactics they used to enforce the    

       Non-importation agreements?

27.  Why was the Stamp Act repealed?  Why was it difficult for the members of Parliament to understand the 

       colonists protests?

28.  How was the Declaratory Act a response to the repeal of the Stamp Act?  

29.  Who was Charles Townsend?  Why was he called “Champagne Charley?” In 1767, what legislation did he 

       convince Parliament to pass?

30.  What did the Townsend Acts tax and how were they an external tax?

31.  How many colonists drank tea a day? 

32.  Due to the breakdown in law and order, what did the British Parliament place in Boston in 1768?

33.  What happened on March 5, 1770?  What were the events of that day? Who was Crispus Attucks? 

34.  Who defended the British soldiers for their role in the Boston Massacre?  What was the verdict?

35.  Describe King George III.  

36.  King George III’s prime minister was Lord North.  What did he persuade Parliament to do in regards to the 

       Townsend Acts?  However, what tax did he keep?  Why?

37.  Who was Sam Adams?  What did he organize in Massachusetts in 1772?  What was the purpose of his 

       group?

38.  What did Virginia do in 1773?  Why were these committees important?  

39.  How did the British East India Company gain a monopoly on the selling of tea in the colonies?  How did 

       the colonists benefit from this monopoly?  Were they happy with the monopoly?

40.  What happened in Philadelphia, New York, Annapolis, and Charleston in regards to the British East India 

       Company Tea? How was Boston different?

41.  What happened on December 16, 1773?  How might have the British officials prevented further rebellion at this 

       point?

42.  What were the “Intolerable Acts?”  

43.  What was the Quebec Act of 1774?  Why did the colonists view if unfavorably?  Why did the French 

       Canadians view it positively?  How did Protestants view the act?

44.  What is the significance of the First Continental Congress?  What was its most significant action?  What 

       did The Association call for?

45.  What happened at Lexington and Concord?  

46.  List Strengths that favored the British and weaknesses that inflicted the British

47.  List American pluses and minuses

48. Why did the Americans eventually ally themselves with France?
49.  How would you describe the Colonists military preparation and supplies?

50.  What hardships did the soldiers face at Valley Forge?

51.  How did woman play a role during the war?

52.  What role did Blacks play during the war?

53.  What did profiteers do?

