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American Civil Rights-DBQ
Directions: Use your background knowledge of the Civil Rights era and documents A through H to answer the following essay question. Remember to thoroughly examine each document before answering the questions that follow.
Document A
[image: ]
Source: Photo of Dwight D. Eisenhower signing the Civil Rights act of 1957 into law

1. Since the Civil Rights Act of 1957 was the first piece of civil rights legislation to be passed after Reconstruction, how do you think President Eisenhower feels about signing it? 

2. Why you think some Americans might have been opposed to this Act?




Document B
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Source: Poll tax receipt of 1896

1. Poll taxes were set in an attempt to keep poor whites and African Americans from voting. According to the receipt how much was this Alabama resident charged to vote? 

2. Why do you think many poor whites and African Americans felt about the fact that they could not afford pay this tax thus making them ineligible to vote? 


Document C
An Act

1.To enforce the constitutional right to vote, to confer jurisdiction upon the district courts of the United States to provide injunctive relief against discrimination in public 
accommodations, to authorize the attorney General to institute suits to protect constitutional rights in public facilities and public education, to extend the Commission on Civil Rights, to prevent discrimination in federally assisted programs, to establish a Commission on Equal Employment Opportunity, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may be cited as the “Civil Rights Act of 1964”.

Source: An excerpt from the Civil Rights act of 1964

















1. According to this Act, what is the Attorney General given power to do concerning protection of constitutional rights in public facilities and public education? 

2. How does this excerpt aim to ensure that equality is protected for all Americans?
Document D
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Source: Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas decision of 1955
Questions for Document D:

1. Just after the Civil Rights Act of 1954 was passed, the Supreme Court ruled that schools should be desegregated when Linda Brown’s father sued the school board of Topeka Kansas for denying her admission into an all- white school. Do you think this made things better or worse for African Americans in the 1950's? 

2. How do you think Linda Brown would benefit from going to an all-white school closer to home instead of the all -black school 21 blocks away?

Document E
"Today, education is perhaps the most important function of state and local governments. . . . In these days, it is doubtful that any child may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the opportunity of an education. Such an opportunity . . . is a right which must be made available to all on equal terms." 

Source: Chief Justice Earl Warren on the subject of “Equality in Education”-Brown v. Board of Education, 1954














1. According to the statement by Chief Justice Earl Warren why is it important that state and local governments provide public schools?

2. Why would Chief Justice Earl Warren think it was difficult for a child to succeed if he/she cannot get an education?


Document F
Through it all, the most intolerable thing has been the campaign of ostracizing me (leaving a person out of all activities). It does not harm me directly. If anyone doesn’t want to associate with me, I’m sure that the feeling is at least mutual. I don’t think anyone should be forced to enter association with anyone else unless they so desire. However, the ostracizers not only don’t associate with me, but assume the right to see that no one else associates with me. 
If a white student sits down and drinks a cup of coffee with me, or walks with me across the campus, he is subjected to unhampered intimidation and harassment. I have been denied my privileges all along, but these whites have not been. Now they have lost a simple freedom. This sets back the Negro, because anytime you move backward, the person already down suffers more. This campaign, which apparently has been permitted to go on, really results in a reduction of everybody’s rights. 
Source: “I Can’t Fight Alone” by James Meredith, First Negro admitted to University of Mississippi, 1963




	












Questions for Document F:

1. Imagine that you were James Meredith why would it be difficult to be the first African-American in an all-white university?

2. How can white people be affected by the racism directed toward African Americans?

Document G
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Source: Photo, Sit-in demonstrators, Jackson Mississippi, 1963

1. What are the activists having to endure from the white segregationists? 

2. What do you think the activists are trying to prove?


Document H


"…right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude."
Source: An excerpt of 15th Amendment, US Constitution, ratified: February 3, 1870





Questions for Document H: 

1. This amendment was ratified in 1870, but was not enforced until1965. What events of the 1950's and 1960's led to an atmosphere of acceptance and support of the African American vote? 

2. Why do you think it took so long to enforce the 15th Amendment in all 50 states?


Document I

Background Info: This court case decision was made in response to the Grandfather Clause which was another attempt to keep African Americans from voting.
“If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any citizen in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his having so exercised the same; or if two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on the premises of another, with intent to prevent or hinder his free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured, they shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars and imprisoned not more than ten years, and shall, moreover, be thereafter ineligible to any office, or place of honor, profit, or trust created by the Constitution or laws of the United States.' [238 U.S. 347, 355] We concentrate and state from the certificate only matters which we deem essential to dispose of the questions asked”.

Source: An excerpt from Guinn v. United States Supreme Court case decision of 1915




















1. What is the punishment for hindering the free exercise of rights and privileges of the US Constitution?

2. Do you think this is an appropriate punishment? How would you change it?

Document J 
I. All citizens of the United States who are otherwise qualified by law to vote at any election by the people in any State, Territory, district, county, city, parish, township, school district, municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all such elections, without distinction of race, color, or previous condition of servitude; any constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation of any State or Territory, or by or under its authority, to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Source: An excerpt from the Voting Rights Act of 1965)









Questions for Document J:

1. Based on historical context why would someone want to deny African Americans the right to vote?

2. What would African Americans do once they could vote?


Document K
"Black power . . . is a call for black people in this country to unite, to recognize their heritage, to build a sense of community." 
Source: Stokely Carmichael on the meaning of the term “Black Power”, 1967






1. In your own words identify what Stokely Carmichael felt the meaning of the term Black Power was? 

2. Why might some African-Americans not be aware of their own heritage?

Document L
“I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character”.


Source: Martin Luther King, Jr., Speech at Civil Rights March on Washington, 1963









1. Based on the content of the primary source what is the legacy that Dr. King is hoping to leave for his children? 


Document M
“The political philosophy of black nationalism means that the black man should control the politics and the politicians in his own community; no more. Power in the defense of freedom is greater than power in behalf of tyranny and oppression”.

Source: Malcolm X, Speech: The Ballot or the Bullet, 1964






1. What is the message Malcolm X is trying to convey in this primary source?

2. After examining a small excerpt from Dr. King (Document L) and Malcolm X (Document M) in your opinion how do their philosophies differ in terms of gaining equality and civil rights? 

Document N
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Source: Inaugural Poster for Pres. Elect, Barak Obama. Shepard Fairey, Jan 2009

1. In 2008, the United States elected the first African American President 43 years after the Voting rights act was passed. Do you think the Civil Rights laws themselves led to this triumph or do you think it was the spirit of the voters? *Thoroughly explain your answer
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