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Document A
AMENDMENT XVIII 
(Passed by Congress on December 18, 1917. Ratified January 16, 1919. Repealed by the Amendment 21.)
[bookmark: 18.1]Section 1.
After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.
[bookmark: 18.2]Section 2.
The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
[bookmark: 18.3]Section 3.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

Source: The 18th amendment of the United States Constitution that started National Prohibition in 1920. Retrieved from National Archives, June 19, 2008.

















1. What limitations does this amendment place on liquor? Does it include consumption? 

2. Who is in charge of enforcing this amendment? 
Document B
No person shall on or after the date when the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States goes into effect, manufacture, sell barter, transport, import, export, deliver, furnish or possess any intoxicating liquor except as authorized in this Act…
Source: The Volstead Act-Passed by Congress in October 1919











1. Why do you think Congress decided to be so specific in outlining exactly what was illegal under the Volstead Act? 

Document C
 “Prohibition failed. At least, it fell short for the temperance societies, churches and fanatic evangelists who authored the legislation. But for the owners of blind pigs, the bootleggers, the rumrunners and gangsters, the roadhouse proprietors, the police, the magistrates, the spotters, the boaters and armies of others, it was a roaring success. It meant work. Employment. Easy money. Cash in the pocket. Good times. Shiny new cars. New suits. ... Little did enemies of moonshine and saloons realize that upon creating prohibition and putting liquor out of the reach of the general population, they had in effect created a monster.”

Source: An excerpt from “The Rumrunners, a prohibition scrapbook” by C.H. (Marty) Gervais, published 1980, Firefly Books Ltd., Scarborough, Ontario








1. Who was prohibition a failure for? Why? 

2. Who was prohibition successful for? Why? 

3. What is the significance of the word “monster” used in the last sentence of the excerpt? 

Document D
[image: ]
Cartoon by Winsor McCay-1930’s
Questions for Document D
1. What is the main theme of the political cartoon?

2. Who does the figure in the center of the political cartoon represent?

3. Based on your previous knowledge what does the term ‘bootlegger” mean?

4. In what ways would this political cartoon clarify why prohibition was ultimately repealed? 

Document E
[image: ]
1. What was the homicide rate (murder rate) per 100,000 Americans in 1919?

2. What was the homicide rate (murder rate) per 100,000 Americans in 1940?
Document F
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Questions for Document F are on the following page 
Questions for Document F
1. According to the text how did the House of Representatives vote in regards to the passage of the 18th Amendment? 
 
2. In what ways might alcohol slow down the productivity of businesses?

3. How did the events of WWI help lead to the ratification of the 18th Amendment? 

4. How did the Volstead Act define a drink as intoxicating? 

5. How did the support for prohibition change from 1922 to 1932 according to Literacy Digest polls? 

Document G

[image: ]
Source: Mable Walker Willebrandt, Deputy U.S. Attorney General for Prohibition Enforcement, The Inside Prohibition, The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Indianapolis, 1929

1. Who is the author of the primary source excerpt and what significant government position did she hold?

2. What was the author of the document most upset about? 

3. What evidence of support does this document provide towards the idea of repealing the 18th Amendment? 


Document H
[image: ]
Source: Frederic J. Haskin, The American Government, Washington D.D. 1923

1. According to the primary source how many federal Prohibition agents were working for the government in 1923?

2. What is the main idea contained within paragraph two? 

3. What was the significance of the three-mile limit during the prohibition era? 

4. According to the primary source what evidence exists that proves that large amounts of alcohol were   being smuggled into the United States? 
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