	Checks and Balances
	The policy where each branch of government is subjected to a number of constitutional checks or restrictions by the other two branches.

	Formal Amendment
	Changes or additions that become part of the written language of the Constitution.

	Judicial Review
	The power of a court to determine the constitutionality of a governmental action.

	Treaty
	A formal agreement between two or more sovereign states.

	Unconstitutional
	The judicial power to declare an act of government illegal, null and void, of no force or effect if it violates any provisions of the Constitution.

	Categorical Grant 


	Federal grants made for some specific closely defined purpose like school lunch funding or the construction of airports.

	Block Grant

	Federal grants that are more broadly defined that can be used in areas such as welfare, healthcare or social services.

	Project Grant

	Federal grants given to states, localities or private agencies that have applied for additional government funding.

	Supremacy Clause 


	The Framers included in the Constitution a clause making the Constitution the “supreme law of the land” ranking higher than all other laws.

	Federalism

	A system of government where through a constitution the powers of government are divided up on a territorial basis between the central government and the states.


