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Chapter 1-Principles of Government and Chapter 2-Orignis of American Government
 Learning Targets-Study Guide

Learning Target 1: I will be able to understand, evaluate and apply key vocabulary from Chapter 1 and 2.
Vocabulary:
Chapter 1-Principles of Government 

Democracy
Dictatorship

Executive Power

Judicial Power 

Legislative Power 

Chapter 2-Origins of American Government 
Anti-Federalists 

Federalists
New Jersey Plan 

Three-Fifths Compromise 

Virginia Plan 
Learning Target 2: I will be able to explain the reasons for the shift from the Articles of Confederation to the Declaration of Independence along with the important concepts that helped America form its identity.
1. The framers of the Articles of Confederation were also involved in creating which influential document?
2. What is the basic concept behind the Free Enterprise System? 

3. What are some of the major strengths and weaknesses that existed under the Articles of Confederation? 

4. Why were American colonists so upset over the Stamp Act of 1765?  
5. What are some of the similarities and difference that are contained in the U.S. Bill of Rights and the Magna Carta? (*Use you chart as a reference) 
6. How can we best define the concept of the term government? 

7. In addition to the U.S. government containing elements of a presidential democracy what other forms of government can we find elements of? 
8. What were the three types of colonies established in the Americas by the English crown?
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Short Answer Topics: 

19.) The basic principles of the United States government can be traced back to the fundamental beliefs contained in three of England’s landmark political documents. Please identify and discuss each of the three documents that influenced the Declaration of Independence stating their title and the main reason each document was created. Then list two to three enduring concepts contained in each document that still exist within the Constitution of the United States 

Things to think about and discuss:

· List the title of each of the three influential documents discussed in chapter two

· Discuss the main reason English citizens felt each document needed to be written 

· List two to three enduring concepts from these documents that had a profound impact on the United States Constitution 

20.) The American system of government was created to serve six basic purposes specifically designed to ensure the protection of its citizen’s rights and freedoms. Please identify the six purposes we identified in chapter 1 and discuss how each purpose plays an important role in preserving the freedoms held sacred by the American people.  

Things to think about and discuss:

· Identify and discuss the six purposes of government

·  List the title and discuss the main purpose behind each concept

· List any examples of these policies in action that can help thoroughly explain the purpose  

21.) In order to be considered a “state” a political entity must contain four key characteristics. Please list each characteristic in addition to explaining the role they play in helping establish a sovereign nation. Once you have identified the four characteristics of a state please also answer the following question” Does a ‘state’ always to have to contain all four characteristics or can they simply hold a majority of the four”? 

Things to think about and discuss:

· List the four characteristics required to a political entity to be considered a state 

· Describe each of the four concepts in detail 

· Explain if an area must always have all four factors to be considered “state” of if there have been examples of a newly forming state only adopting a few of the these factors 
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Learning Target 3: I will be able to summarize, examine and evaluate historical maps, data, charts, graphs, photos, audio, clips and video footage to explain and understand the major institutional shift from the Articles of Confederation to the Declaration of Independence. 
1. You will be given a timeline on the American road to independence 
2. You will be given a political cartoon depicting the struggle for power in England during the 1600’s 
Learning Target 4: I will be able to summarize, evaluate and construct connections (to myself, the world and/or other topics we have studied) using a variety of primary and secondary documents.

1. You will be given an excerpt from the Articles of Confederation and asked to analyze the text. 
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