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This lithograph of Roosevelt leading the Rough
Riders at San Juan Hill shows the men on
#“horseback, although they actually fought on foot.
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INTERACT

WITH HISTORY

In the late 1890s, American news-
papers are running sensational stories
h about Spain’s harsh rule of Cuba.
Such articles anger Americans. Among
those willing to fight for Cuba’s free-
dom are a group of volunteers, the
Rough Riders. Led by future president
Theodore Roosevelt, the Rough Riders

become a model for others to follow.

Does the U.S.
have a duty to
fight for freedom
in neighboring
countries?

Examine the Issues

e When should the U.S. intervene in
the affairs of another country?

e In what ways do dramatic head-
lines influence American opinion?
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MAIN IDEA | WHY IT MATTERS NOW

Terms & Names

*Queen
Liliuokalani

*imperialism

*Alfred T. Mahan

Beginning in 1867 and
continuing through the
century, global competition
caused the United States to
expand.

During this time period, the
United States acquired Hawaii
and Alaska, both of which
became states in 1959.

One American's Story JEmm—

In 1893 Queen Liliuokalani (1o-1€'2-6-ko-1a'né) realized that
her reign in Hawaii had come to an end. More than 160 U.S.
sailors and marines stood ready to aid the haoles (white for-
eigners) who planned to overthrow the Hawaiian monarchy.
In an eloquent statement of protest, the proud monarch sur-
rendered to the superior force of the United States.

A PERSONAL VOICE QUEEN LILIUOKALANI
‘1, Liliuokalani, . . . do hereby solemnly protest against any
and all acts done against myself and the constitutional govern-
ment of the Hawaiian Kingdom. . . . Now, to avoid any collision of
armed forces and perhaps the loss of life, | do under this protest . . .
yield my authority until such time as the Government of the United States
shall . . . undo the action of its representatives and reinstate me in the authority
which I claim as the constitutional sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands.”’

—quoted in Those Kings and Queens of Old Hawaii

U.S. ambassador to Hawaii John L. Stevens informed the State Department,
“The Hawaiian pear is now fully ripe, and this is the golden hour for the United
States to pluck it.” The annexation of Hawaii was only one of the goals of
America’s empire builders in the late 19th century.

American Expansionism

Americans had always sought to expand the size of their nation, and throughout
the 19th century they extended their control toward the Pacific Ocean. However,
by the 1880s, many American leaders had become convinced that the United
States should join the imperialist powers of Europe and establish colonies over-
seas. Imperialism—the policy in which stronger nations extend their economic,
political, or military control over weaker territories—was already a trend around
the world.
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*William Seward
*Pearl Harbor
*Sanford B. Dole

Hawaii’s “Queen
Lil” announced
that if restored to
power, she would
behead those who
had conspired to
depose her.
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Analyzing
Effects

A} How did
European
imperialism
affect Africa?

Background

In the late 1800s,
new farm
machinery greatly
improved grain
production. For
example, plows,
harrows, threshing
machines, and
reapers increased
corn production by
264 percent and
the wheat harvest
by 252 percent.

GLOBAL COMPETITION European nations had been
establishing colonies for centuries. In the late 19th century
Africa had emerged as a prime target of European
expansionism. By the early 20th century, only two
countries in all of Africa—Ethiopia and Liberia—remained
independent. &

Imperialists also competed for territory in Asia, espe-
cially in China. In its late-19th-century reform era, Japan
replaced its old feudal order with a strong central govern-
ment. Hoping that military strength would bolster industri-
alization, Japan joined European nations in competition for
China in the 1890s.

Most Americans gradually warmed to the idea of
expansion overseas. With a belief in manifest destiny, they
already had pushed the U.S. border to the Pacific Ocean.
Three factors fueled the new American imperialism:

e desire for military strength

e thirst for new markets
e belief in cultural superiority

DESIRE FOR MILITARY STRENGTH Seeing that other
nations were establishing a global military presence,
American leaders advised that the United States build up its
own military strength. One such leader was Admiral
Alfred T. Mahan of the U.S. Navy. Mahan urged govern-
ment officials to build up American naval power in order
to compete with other powerful nations. As a result of the
urging of Mahan and others, the United States built nine
steel-hulled cruisers between 1883 and 1890. The con-
struction of modern battleships such as the Maine and the
Oregon transformed the country into the world’s third
largest naval power.

THIRST FOR NEW MARKETS In the late 19th century,
advances in technology enabled American farms and facto-
ries to produce far more than American citizens could con-
sume. Now the United States needed raw materials for its
factories and new markets for its agricultural and manufac-
tured goods. Imperialists
viewed foreign trade as the
solution to American over-
production and the related
problems of unemployment
and economic depression.

In the early 1900s, the
Navy’s Great White Fleet,
so named because its
ships were painted white,
was a sign of America’s
growing military power. p>
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ADMIRAL ALFRED T. MAHAN
1840-1914
Alfred T. Mahan joined the U.S.
Navy in the late 1850s and
served for nearly forty years. In
1886, he became president of
the newly established Naval War
College in Newport, Rhode Island.
Throughout his lifetime, Mahan
was one of the most outspoken
advocates of American military
expansion. In his book The
Influence of Sea Power upon
History, 1660-1783 (published in
1890), Mahan called for the
United States to develop a mod-
ern fleet capable of protecting
American business and shipping
interests around the world. He
also urged the United States to
establish naval bases in the
Caribbean, to construct a canal
across the Isthmus of Panama,
and to acquire Hawaii and other
Pacific islands.
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BELIEF IN CULTURAL SUPERIORITY Cultural factors also were used to justify
imperialism. Some Americans combined the philosophy of Social Darwinism—a
belief that free-market competition would lead to the survival of the fittest—with
a belief in the racial superiority of Anglo-Saxons. They argued that the United
States had a responsibility to spread Christianity and “civilization” to the world’s
“inferior peoples.” This viewpoint narrowly defined “civilization” according to
the standards of only one culture.

The United States Acquires Alaska

An early supporter of American expansion was William Seward, Secretary of
State under presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. In 1867, Seward
arranged for the U.S. to buy Alaska from the Russians for $7.2 million. Seward had
some trouble persuading the House of Representatives to approve the treaty. Some
people thought it was silly to buy what they called “Seward’s Icebox” or “Seward’s
folly.” Time showed how wrong they were. In 1959, Alaska became a state. For
about two cents an acre, the United States had acquired a land rich in timber, min-
erals, and, as it turned out, oil. Bi

The United States Takes Hawaii

In 1867, the same year in which Alaska was purchased, the United States took
over the Midway Islands, which lie in the Pacific Ocean about 1300 miles north of
Hawaii. No one lived on the islands, so the event did not attract much attention.
Hawaii was another question. The Hawaiian Islands

had been economically important to the United States

Hawaii’s Changing Population for nearly a century. Since the 1790s, American mer-
1853-1920 chants had stopped there on their way to China and
East India. In the 1820s, Yankee missionaries founded
100 Christian schools and churches on the islands. Their
children and grandchildren became sugar planters who

80 sold most of their crop to the United States.
THE CRY FOR ANNEXATION In the mid-19th century,
60 American-owned sugar plantations accounted for about

three-quarters of the islands’ wealth. Plantation owners
imported thousands of laborers from Japan, Portugal,

Percentage of Total Population

40 and China. By 1900, foreigners and immigrant laborers
outnumbered native Hawaiians about three to one.

20 White planters profited from close ties with the

United States. In 1875, the United States agreed to

0 import Hawaiian sugar duty-free. Over the next 15

1853 1878 1900 1920 years, Hawaiian sugar production increased nine times.

M Native Hawaiian Then the McKinley Tariff of 1890 provoked a crisis by

M Caucasian eliminating the duty-free status of Hawaiian sugar. As a

G e result, Hawaiian sugar growers faced competition in the

L American market. American planters in Hawaii called

for the United States to annex the islands so they

SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Graphs wouldn’t have to pay the duty.

1. What were the most dramatic changes U.S. military and economic leaders already under-
in Hawaiia: population between 1853 stood the value of the islands. In 1887, they pressured

2. Ii?)iln?éﬁt these changes have affected Hawaii to allow the United States to build a naval base
the political climate there? at Pearl Harbor, the kingdom’s best port. The base

became a refueling station for American ships.
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MAIN IDEA |

Developing
Historical
Perspective

B) How did time
prove that the
purchase of
Alaska was not an
act of folly?

Vocabulary
annex: to
incorporate
territory into an
existing country
or state
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MAIN IDEA |

Analyzing
Events

C) What factors
led to the
annexation of
Hawaii in 18987?

THE END OF A MONARCHY Also in
that year, Hawaii’s King Kalakaua had
been strong-armed by white business
leaders. They forced him to amend
Hawaii’s constitution to grant voting
rights only to wealthy landowners. But
when Kalakaua died in 1891, his sister
Queen Liliuokalani came to power with
a “Hawaii for Hawaiians” agenda. She
proposed removing the property-own-
ing qualifications for voting. To prevent
this from happening, business groups—
encouraged by Ambassador John L.
Stevens—organized a revolution. With
the help of marines, they overthrew the
queen and set up a government headed
by Sanford B. Dole.

President Cleveland directed that
the queen be restored to her throne.
When Dole refused to surrender power,
Cleveland formally recognized the
Republic of Hawaii. But he refused to
consider annexation unless a majority of
Hawaiians favored it.
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
1. Location Where do the Hawaiian Islands lie
in relation to the United States?

2. Human-Environment Interaction Given

In 1897, William McKinley, who
favored annexation, succeeded Cleveland
as president. On August 12, 1898, Congress
proclaimed Hawaii an American territory, although Hawaiians had never had the
chance to vote. In 1959, Hawaii became the 50th state of the United States. Ci

their geographic location, why were Hawaii
and Alaska of value to the United States?

ASSESSMENT

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.

*Queen Liliuokalani
eimperialism

MAIN IDEA

2.

TAKING NOTES
Copy this web on your paper and fill
it in with events and concepts that
illustrate the roots
of imperialism.

>
&

N

Q°

Roots of U.S. Imperialism

Choose one event to explain further
in a paragraph.

¢ Alfred T. Mahan
*William Seward

*Pearl Harbor
*Sanford B. Dole

CRITICAL THINKING
3. DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 5.

Manifest destiny greatly influenced
American policy during the first half
of the 19th century. How do you
think manifest destiny set the stage
for American imperialism at the end
of the century?

. EVALUATING

In your opinion, did Sanford B. Dole
and other American planters have
the right to stage a revolt in Hawaii
in 18937 Think About:
- American business interests in
Hawaii

- the rights of native Hawaiians

America Claims an Empire

ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

In the following passage, how does
Indiana Senator Albert J. Beveridge
explain the need for the U.S. to
acquire new territories?

““Fate has written our policy for us;
the trade of the world must and
shall be ours. . . . We will establish
trading posts throughout the world
as distributing points for American
products. . . Great colonies govern-
ing themselves, flying our flag and
trading with us, will grow about our
posts of trade.”

—quoted in Beveridge and
the Progressive Era

345



Full Page View Section  Page Page Section

Q) Goto classzone.com )  Table of Contents ) g} g) ED | @ g) Page 10f 6 P) Z»)

The Spanish-
American War

MAIN IDEA | WHY IT MATTERS NOW | Terms & Names

In 1898, the United States U.S. involvement in Latin *José Marti

went to war to help Cuba win America and Asia increased -Valerial.m Wey.ler
its independence from Spain. greatly as a result of the war eyellow jour.nallsm
and continues today. *U.S.S. Maine

St  One American's Story JEEE——

Early in 1896, James Creelman traveled to Cuba as a New York
World reporter, covering the second Cuban war for independ-
ence from Spain. While in Havana, he wrote columns about his
observations of the war. His descriptions of Spanish atrocities
aroused American sympathy for Cubans.

A PERSONAL VOICE JAMES CREELMAN

““No man’s life, no man’s property is safe [in Cuba]. American
citizens are imprisoned or slain without cause. American prop-
erty is destroyed on all sides. . . . Wounded soldiers can be
found begging in the streets of Havana. . . . The horrors of a
barbarous struggle for the extermination of the native popula-
tion are witnessed in all parts of the country. Blood on the
roadsides, blood in the fields, blood on the doorsteps, blood,
blood, blood! . . . Is there no nation wise enough, brave
enough to aid this blood-smitten land?

—New York World, May 17, 1896

Newspapers during that period often exaggerated stories
like Creelman’s to boost their sales as well as to provoke
American intervention in Cuba.

Cubans Rebel Against Spain

By the end of the 19th century, Spain—once the most powerful colonial nation
on earth—had lost most of its colonies. It retained only the Philippines and the
island of Guam in the Pacific, a few outposts in Africa, and the Caribbean islands
of Cuba and Puerto Rico in the Americas.

AMERICAN INTEREST IN CUBA The United States had long held an interest in
Cuba, which lies only 90 miles south of Florida. In 1854, diplomats recommend-
ed to President Franklin Pierce that the United States buy Cuba from Spain. The
Spanish responded by saying that they would rather see Cuba sunk in the ocean.

346 CHAPTER 10

*George Dewey
*Rough Riders
*San Juan Hill
*Treaty of Paris

Cuban rebels burn
the town of Jaruco
in March 1896.
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Vocabulary
guerrilla: a
member of a
military force that
harasses the
enemy

MAIN IDEA |

Analyzing
Motives

Aj Wny did José
Marti encourage
Cuban rebels to
destroy sugar mills
and plantations?

But American interest in Cuba continued. When the
Cubans rebelled against Spain between 1868 and 1878,
American sympathies went out to the Cuban people.

The Cuban revolt against Spain was not successful, but
in 1886 the Cuban people did force Spain to abolish slavery.
After the emancipation of Cuba’s slaves, American capital-
ists began investing millions of dollars in large sugar cane
plantations on the island.

THE SECOND WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE Anti-Spanish
sentiment in Cuba soon erupted into a second war for inde-
pendence. José Marti, a Cuban poet and journalist in
exile in New York, launched a revolution in 1895. Marti
organized Cuban resistance against Spain, using an active
guerrilla campaign and deliberately destroying property,
especially American-owned sugar mills and plantations.
Marti counted on provoking U.S. intervention to help the
rebels achieve Cuba Librel—a free Cuba.

Public opinion in the United States was split. Many
business people wanted the government to support Spain in
order to protect their investments. Other Americans, how-
ever, were enthusiastic about the rebel cause. The cry “Cuba
Libre!” was, after all, similar in sentiment to Patrick Henry’s
“Give me liberty or give me death!” Aj

War Fever Escalates

In 1896, Spain responded to the Cuban revolt by sending
General Valeriano Weyler to Cuba to restore order.
Weyler tried to crush the rebellion by herding the entire
rural population of central and western Cuba into barbed-
wire concentration camps. Here civilians could not give aid
to rebels. An estimated 300,000 Cubans filled these camps,
where thousands died from hunger and disease.

HEADLINE WARS Weyler’s actions fueled a war over
newspaper circulation that had developed between the
American newspaper tycoons William Randolph Hearst and
Joseph Pulitzer. To lure readers, Hearst’s New York Journal

Section
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JOSE MARTI
1853-1895

The Cuban political activist José
Marti dedicated his life to achiev-
ing independence for Cuba.
Expelled from Cuba at the age of
16 because of his revolutionary
activities, Marti earned a mas-
ter's degree and a law degree. He
eventually settled in the United
States.

Wary of the U.S. role in the
Cuban struggle against the
Spanish, Marti warned, “l know
the Monster, because | have lived
in its lair.” His fears of U.S. impe-
rialism turned out to have been
well-founded. U.S. troops occu-
pied Cuba on and off from 1906
until 1922.

Marti died fighting for Cuban
independence in 1895. He is
revered today in Cuba as a hero
and martyr.

Section
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and Pulitzer’s New York World printed exaggerated accounts—by reporters such as
James Creelman—of “Butcher” Weyler’s brutality. Stories of poisoned wells and of
children being thrown to the sharks deepened American sympathy for the rebels.
This sensational style of writing, which exaggerates the news to lure and enrage
readers, became known as yellow journalism.

Hearst and Pulitzer fanned war fever. When Hearst sent the gifted artist
Frederic Remington to Cuba to draw sketches of reporters’ stories, Remington
informed the publisher that a war between the United States and Spain seemed
very unlikely. Hearst reportedly replied, “You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish
the war.”

THE DE LOME LETTER American sympathy for “Cuba Libre!” grew with each
day’s headlines. When President William McKinley took office in 1897, demands
for American intervention in Cuba were on the rise. Preferring to avoid war with
Spain, McKinley tried diplomatic means to resolve the crisis. At first, his efforts
appeared to succeed. Spain recalled General Weyler, modified the policy regard-
ing concentration camps, and offered Cuba limited self-government.

America Claims an Empire 347
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In February 1898, however, the New York Journal published a private letter
written by Enrique Dupuy de Lome, the Spanish minister to the United States. A
Cuban rebel had stolen the letter from a Havana post office and leaked it to the
newspaper, which was thirsty for scandal. The de Lome letter criticized President
McKinley, calling him “weak” and “a bidder for the admiration of the crowd.”
The embarrassed Spanish government apologized, and the minister resigned. Still,
Americans were angry over the insult to their president.

THE U.S.S. MAINE EXPLODES Only a few days after the publication of the

de Lome letter, American resentment toward Spain turned to outrage. Early in

1898, President McKinley had ordered the U.S.S. Maine to Cuba to bring

home American citizens in danger from the fighting and to protect American

property. On February 15, 1898, the ship blew up in the harbor of Havana. More

than 260 men were Killed. MAIN IDEA I
To this day, no one really knows why the ship exploded. In 1898, however, Summarizing

American newspapers claimed the Spanish had blown up the ship. The Journal’s _EJ What events

headline read “The warship Maine was split in two by an enemy’s secret infernal Itr;fwrseiiiel()je?\:v(z:en

machine.” Hearst’s paper offered a reward of $50,000 for the capture of the o United States

Spaniards who supposedly had committed the outrage. Bj and Spain?

War with Spain Erupts

Now there was no holding back the forces that wanted war. “Remember the
Maine!” became the rallying cry for U.S. intervention in Cuba. It made no differ-
ence that the Spanish government agreed, on April 9, to almost everything the
United States demanded, including a six-month cease-fire.

A
When the U.S.S. Maine exploded in the harbor of Havana, newspapers like the New York
Journal were quick to place the blame on Spain.
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War in the Caribbean
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
1. Location Where does Cuba lie in relation to the United States? ®

N U.S.Forces

* Battle
0

0 100 200 kilometers

100 200 miles

MAIN IDEA |

Analyzing
Events

€} How did the
Spanish try to
avoid war with the
United States?

2. Location Look at the location of the Philippines. How does the

map help explain why Spain was surprised by the American attack
in the Philippines?

Despite the Spanish concessions, public opinion favored war. On April 11,
McKinley asked Congress for authority to use force against Spain. After a week of
debate, Congress agreed, and on April 20 the United States declared war. Cj

THE WAR IN THE PHILIPPINES The Spanish thought the Americans would
invade Cuba. But the first battle of the war took place in a Spanish colony on the
other side of the world—the Philippine Islands.

On April 30, the American fleet in the Pacific steamed to the Philippines. The
next morning, Commodore George Dewey gave the command to open fire on
the Spanish fleet at Manila, the Philippine capital. Within hours, Dewey’s men
had destroyed every Spanish ship there. Dewey’s victory allowed U.S. troops to
land in the Philippines.

Dewey had the support of the Filipinos who, like the Cubans, also wanted
freedom from Spain. Over the next two months, 11,000 Americans joined forces
with Filipino rebels led by Emilio Aguinaldo. In August, Spanish troops in Manila
surrendered to the United States.

THE WAR IN THE CARIBBEAN In the Caribbean, hostilities began with a naval
blockade of Cuba. Admiral William T. Sampson effectively sealed up the Spanish
fleet in the harbor of Santiago de Cuba.

Dewey’s victory at Manila had demonstrated the superiority of United States
naval forces. In contrast, the army maintained only a small professional force,
supplemented by a larger inexperienced and ill-prepared volunteer force. About

America Claims an Empire
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125,000 Americans had volunteered to fight. The new soldiers were sent to train-
ing camps that lacked adequate supplies and effective leaders. Moreover, there
were not enough modern guns to go around, and the troops were outfitted with
heavy woolen uniforms unsuitable for Cuba’s tropical climate. In addition, the
officers—most of whom were Civil War veterans—had a tendency to spend their
time recalling their war experiences rather than training the volunteers.

ROUGH RIDERS Despite these handicaps, American forces landed in Cuba in
June 1898 and began to converge on the port city of Santiago. The army of 17,000
included four African-American regiments of the regular army and the Rough Background
Riders, a volunteer cavalry under the command of Leonard Wood and Theodore ~ The Rough Riders
Roosevelt. Roosevelt, a New Yorker, had given up his job as Assistant Secretary of gﬁ;'}ii;hst g?]\/?;:)yt
the Navy to lead the group of volunteers. He would later become president of the  ecause their
United States. horses didn’t
The most famous land battle in Cuba took place near Santiago on July 1. The reach Cubain
first part of the battle, on nearby Kettle Hill, featured a dramatic uphill charge by time.
the Rough Riders and two African-American regiments, the Ninth and Tenth
Cavalries. Their victory cleared
the way for an infantry attack on
the strategically important San
Juan Hill. Although Roosevelt
and his units played only a minor
role in the second victory, U.S.
newspapers declared him the
hero of San Juan Hill.
Two days later, the Spanish
fleet tried to escape the American
blockade of the harbor at Santiago.
The naval battle that followed,
along the Cuban coast, ended in
the destruction of the Spanish
fleet. On the heels of this victory,
American troops invaded Puerto
Rico on July 25.

TREATY OF PARIS The United
States and Spain signed an
armistice, a cease-fire agreement,
on August 12, ending what
Secretary of State John Hay called
“a splendid little war.” The actual
fighting in the war had lasted
only 16 weeks.
On December 10, 1898, the
United States and Spain met in
These African- Paris to agree on a treaty. At the peace talks, Spain freed Cuba and turned over the MAIN IDEA |
American troops islands of Guam in the Pacific and Puerto Rico in the West Indies to the United Summarizing

repare for battle
z P . States. Spain also sold the Philippines to the United States for $20 million. BJ D; What were the
uring the Spanish- 4
erms of the Treaty

American War. DEBATE OVER THE TREATY The Treaty of Paris touched off a great debate ¢ parig?
in the United States. Arguments centered on whether or not the United States had
the right to annex the Philippines, but imperialism was the real issue. President
McKinley told a group of Methodist ministers that he had prayed for guidance on
Philippine annexation and had concluded “that there was nothing left for us to
do but to take them all [the Philippine Islands], and to educate the Filipinos, and
uplift and Christianize them.” McKinley’s need to justify imperialism may
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have clouded his memory—most
Filipinos had been Christian for
centuries.

Other prominent Americans
presented a variety of arguments—
political, moral, and economic—
against annexation. Some felt that
the treaty violated the Declaration
of Independence by denying self-
government to the newly acquired
territories. The African-American
educator Booker T. Washington
argued that the United States
should settle race-related issues at
home before taking on social prob-
lems elsewhere. The labor leader
Samuel Gompers feared that
Filipino immigrants would com-
pete for American jobs.

On February 6, 1899, the
annexation question was settled
with the Senate’s approval of the
Treaty of Paris. The United States
now had an empire that included
Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the
Philippines. The next question
Americans faced was how and
when the United States would add
to its dominion.
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COASTING

This lithograph criticizes American foreign policy in 1898. In the
cartoon, Uncle Sam is riding a bicycle with wheels labeled “western
hemisphere” and “eastern hemisphere.” He has abandoned his
horse, on whose saddle appears “Monroe Doctrine,” because the
horse is too slow.

ASSESSMENT

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.

*José Marti eyellow journalism *George Dewey *San Juan Hill
*Valeriano Weyler *U.S.S. Maine *Rough Riders *Treaty of Paris
MAIN IDEA CRITICAL THINKING
2. TAKING NOTES 3. MAKING INFERENCES 4. ANALYZING EFFECTS

In 1898, a debate raged in the
United States over whether the
U.S. had the right to annex the
Philippines. Use a graphic organizer

What do you think were the unstated
editorial policies of yellow
journalism? Support your answer
with evidence from the text.

Many anti-imperialists worried that
imperialism might threaten the
American democratic system. How
might this happen?

like the one below to summarize the Think About: 5. DRAWING CONCLUSIONS
pros and cons of this debate. - James Creelman’s account of In 1898 Theodore Roosevelt
Spanish atrocities against resigned his post as Assistant
The Annexation of Cubans (page 346) Secretary of the Navy to organize
the Philippines - Hearst’s remark to Remington the Rough Riders. Why do you think

Reasons in Favor Reasons Against
of Annexation Annexation

Which side do you support? Why?

- the Journal headline about the
explosion of the battleship
Maine

Roosevelt was willing to take this
risk? How do you think this decision
affected his political career?
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Acquiring New Lands

MAIN IDEA | WHY IT MATTERS NOW [ Terms & Names
In the early 1900s, the Today, the United States *Foraker Act «John Hay
United States engaged in maintains a strong military and *Platt Amendment <Open Door notes
conflicts in Puerto Rico, political presence in strategic *protectorate *Boxer Rebellion
Cuba, and the Philippines. worldwide locations. *Emilio Aguinaldo

One American's Story

When Puerto Rico became part of the United States after the
Spanish-American War, many Puerto Ricans feared that the United
States would not give them the measure of self-rule that they had
gained under the Spanish. Puerto Rican statesman and publisher
Luis Mufioz Rivera was one of the most vocal advocates of Puerto
Rican self-rule. Between 1900 and 1916, he lived primarily in the
United States and continually worked for the independence of his
homeland. Finally, in 1916, the U.S. Congress, facing possible war
in Europe and wishing to settle the issue of Puerto Rico, invited
Murfioz Rivera to speak. On May 5, 1916, Mufioz Rivera stood
before the U.S. House of Representatives to discuss the future of
Puerto Rico.

A PERSONAL VOICE LUIS MUNOZ RIVERA A
b - o ) . ) Luis Muioz Rivera
You, citizens of a free fatherland, with its own laws, its own institutions, and its

own flag, can appreciate the unhappiness of the small and solitary people that
must await its laws from your authority. . . . when you acquire the certainty that
you can found in Puerto Rico a republic like that founded in Cuba and Panama . . .
give us our independence and you will stand before humanity as . . . a great
creator of new nationalities and a great liberator of oppressed peoples.”’

—quoted in The Puerto Ricans

Munoz Rivera returned to Puerto Rico where he died in November 1916.
Three months later, the United States made Puerto Ricans U.S. citizens.

Ruling Puerto Rico

Not all Puerto Ricans wanted independence, as Mufioz Rivera did. Some wanted
statehood, while still others hoped for some measure of local self-government as
an American territory. As a result, the United States gave Puerto Ricans no prom-
ises regarding independence after the Spanish-American War.
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MAIN IDEA |

Analyzing
Issues

A} Wny was
Puerto Rico
important to the
United States?

Background
Yellow fever
damages many
body parts,
especially the liver.
Dr. Carlos Finlay
discovered that
the disease

is carried by
mosquitoes.
Clearing out

the mosquitos’
breeding places
helped eliminate
the disease in
Cuba.

MILITARY RULE During the Spanish-American War,
United States forces, under General Nelson A. Miles, occu-
pied the island. As his soldiers took control, General Miles
issued a statement assuring Puerto Ricans that the
Americans were there to “bring you protection,
not only to yourselves but to your property, to
promote your prosperity, and to bestow upon
you the immunities and blessings of the liberal
institutions of our government.” For the time
being, Puerto Rico would be controlled by the
military until Congress decided otherwise.

RETURN TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT Although
many Puerto Ricans had dreams of independence
or statehood, the United States had different
plans for the island’s future. Puerto Rico was
strategically important to the United States, both
for maintaining a U.S. presence in the Caribbean
and for protecting a future canal that American
leaders wanted to build across the Isthmus of Panama. In
1900, Congress passed the Foraker Act, which ended mil-
itary rule and set up a civil government. The act gave the
president of the United States the power to appoint Puerto
Rico’s governor and members of the upper house of its leg-
islature. Puerto Ricans could elect only the members of the
legislature’s lower house. Aj

In 1901, in the Insular Cases, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the Constitution did not automatically apply to
people in acquired territories. Congress, however, retained
the right to extend U.S. citizenship, and it granted that
right to Puerto Ricans in 1917. It also gave them the right
to elect both houses of their legislature.

Cuba and the United States

When the United States declared war against Spain in 1898,
it recognized Cuba’s independence from Spain. It also
passed the Teller Amendment, which stated that the United

Section  Page Page

K I
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PUERTO RICO

Ever since their transfer under
the Treaty of Paris from Spain to
the United States, Puerto Ricans
have debated their status, as
shown above. In 1967, 1993, and
1998, Puerto Ricans rejected
both statehood and independ-
ence in favor of commonwealth, a
status given the island in 1952.

As members of a common-
wealth, Puerto Ricans are U.S.
citizens. They can move freely
between the island and the main-
land and are subjected to the mil-
itary draft but cannot vote in U.S.
presidential elections. A majority
of Puerto Ricans have rejected
statehood because they fear it
would mean giving up their Latino
culture.

Section

D) )

States had no intention of taking over any part of Cuba. The Treaty of Paris,
which ended the war, further guaranteed Cuba the independence that its nation-
alist leaders had been demanding for years.

AMERICAN SOLDIERS Though officially independent, Cuba was occupied by
American troops when the war ended. José Marti, the Cuban patriot who had led
the movement for independence from Spain, had feared that the United States
would merely replace Spain and dominate Cuban politics. In some ways, Marti’s
prediction came true. Under American occupation, the same officials who had
served Spain remained in office. Cubans who protested this policy were impris-
oned or exiled.

On the other hand, the American military government provided food and
clothing for thousands of families, helped farmers put land back into cultivation,
and organized elementary schools. Through improvement of sanitation and med-
ical research, the military government helped eliminate yellow fever, a disease
that had killed hundreds of Cubans each year.
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PLATT AMENDMENT In 1900 the newly formed Cuban government wrote a
constitution for an independent Cuba. The constitution, however, did not specity
the relationship between Cuba and the United States. Consequently, in 1901, the
United States insisted that Cuba add to its constitution several provisions, known
as the Platt Amendment, stating that

e Cuba could not make treaties that might limit its independence or permit
a foreign power to control any part of its territory

e the United States reserved the right to intervene in Cuba
e Cuba was not to go into debt

e the United States could buy or lease land on the island for naval stations
and refueling stations

The United States made it clear that its army would not withdraw until Cuba
adopted the Platt Amendment. In response, a torchlight procession marched on
the residence of Governor-General Leonard Wood in protest. Some protestors
even called for a return to arms to defend their national honor against this
American insult. The U.S. government stood firm, though, and Cubans reluc-
tantly ratified the new constitution. In 1903, the Platt Amendment became part
of a treaty between the two nations, and it remained in effect for 31 years. Under
the terms of the treaty, Cuba became a U.S. protectorate, a country whose
affairs are partially controlled by a stronger power.

PROTECTING AMERICAN BUSINESS INTERESTS The most important rea-
son for the United States to maintain a strong political presence in Cuba was to
protect American businesses that had invested in the island’s sugar, tobacco, and
mining industries, as well as in its railroads and public utilities.

Page 3 of 7

Vocabulary
ratify: to make
valid by approving

Page Section
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Political Cartoons)

“WELL, | HARDLY KNOW
WHICH TO TAKE FIRST!”

Throughout the early 1900s, the United
States intervened in the affairs of its Latin
American neighbors several times.
American troops withdrew from Cuba in
1902 but later returned three times to
quell popular uprisings against conserva-
tive leaders. The U.S. also intervened in
Nicaragua and Haiti. Not surprisingly, few
Latin Americans welcomed United States
intervention. As the cartoon shows, the
United States had a different point of view.

SKILLBUILDER

Analyzing Political Cartoons

4. What is on the bill of fare, or menu,
in this restaurant?

2. Which president does the waiter
portray? - ]

3. What seems to be Uncle Sam’s WELL, | HARDLY W0 WHECH T TAKE FI45TH

attitude toward the offerings on
the menu?

"1 SEE SKILLBUILDER HANDBOOK, PAGE R24.
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MAIN IDEA |

Contrasting

Bj What were

the aims of the
Filipinos? of the
Americans?

Although many businesspeople were convinced that annexing and imposing
colonial rule on new territories was necessary to protect American business inter-
ests, some were concerned about colonial entanglements. The industrialist
Andrew Carnegie argued against the taking of nations as colonies.

A PERSONAL VOICE ANDREW CARNEGIE

““The exports of the United States this year [1898] are greater than those of
any other nation in the world. Even Britain’s exports are less, yet Britain
‘possesses’ . . . a hundred ‘colonies’ . . . scattered all over the world. The fact
that the United States has none does not prevent her products and manufactures
from invading . . . all parts of the world in competition with those of Britain.”’

—quoted in Distant Possessions

Despite such concerns, the U.S. state department continued to push for con-
trol of its Latin American neighbors. In the years to come, the United States
would intervene time and again in the affairs of other nations in the Western
Hemisphere.

Filipinos Rebel

In the Philippines, Filipinos reacted with outrage to
the Treaty of Paris, which called for American
annexation of the Philippines. The rebel leader
Emilio Aguinaldo (é-mél’y6 4'gé-nél’do) believed
that the United States had promised independence.
When he and his followers learned the terms of the
treaty, they vowed to fight for freedom.

PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR In February 1899,
the Filipinos, led by Aguinaldo, rose in revolt. The
United States assumed almost the same role that
Spain had played, imposing its authority on a
colony that was fighting for freedom. When
Aguinaldo turned to guerrilla tactics, the United

Page 4 of 7

Page Section
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States forced Filipinos to live in designated zones,
where poor sanitation, starvation, and disease killed
thousands. This was the very same practice that

A

U.S. military action in the Philippines resulted in
suffering for Filipino civilians. About 200,000 people

Americans had condemned Spain for using in Cuba. died as a result of malnutrition, disease, and such

During the occupation, white American soldiers
looked on the Filipinos as inferiors. However, many of the 70,000 U.S. troops sent
to the Philippines were African Americans. When African-American newspapers
questioned why blacks were helping to spread racial prejudice to the Philippines,
some African-American soldiers deserted to the Filipino side and developed bonds
of friendship with the Filipinos.

It took the Americans nearly three years to put down the rebellion. About
20,000 Filipino rebels died fighting for independence. The war claimed 4,000
American lives and cost $400 million—20 times the price the United States had
paid to purchase the islands. By

AFTERMATH OF THE WAR After suppressing the rebellion, the United States
set up a government similar to the one it had established for Puerto Rico. The U.S.
president would appoint a governor, who would then appoint the upper house of
the legislature. Filipinos would elect the lower house. Under American rule, the
Philippines moved gradually toward independence and finally became an inde-
pendent republic on July 4, 1946.

guerrilla tactics as the burning of villages.
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Alaskan Boundary Crisis, 1902-1903 Algeciras Conference,
After gold is discovered in Klondike, 1906 Roosevelt offers
Bering Sea, 1893 International Canadians want to redraw boundary to U.S. “good offices” to set-
tribunal denies U.S. claims to exclu- Alaskan Panhandle. A tribunal settles in tle Franco-German b 0 d
sive rights to waters of Bering Sea. éAI . favor of U.S. differences over Morocco. W
867 . N [
Open Door Policy, 1899 U.S. aims >z “( Big Stick Diplomacy, 1904

to prevent foreign powers in China < Roosevelt sends warships to
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Samoa, 1889-1899 Hurricane destroys U.S.,
British, and German ships, preventing armed
clash over control of Samoa. Ten years later,
the U.S. splits islands with Germany.

f\,‘}1

CONGO \§

Congo Conference, 1885
U.S. persuades European
powers to agree to freedom
of trade and abolition of
slave trade in central Africa.

? Territory and date of acquisition

0 1,500 3,000 miles
Fﬂ' GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
0 1,500 3,000 kilometers 1. Location On what islands does Pearl Harbor lie?

‘ ‘ 2. Human-Environment Interaction What events show the United
States acting as a mediator in international disputes? What does
this role indicate about the status of the U.S. in the world?

Foreign Influence in China

U.S. imperialists saw the Philippines as a gateway to the rest of Asia, particularly
to China. China was seen as a vast potential market for American products. It also
presented American investors with new opportunities for large-scale railroad
construction.

Weakened by war and foreign intervention, China had become known as the
“sick man of Asia.” France, Germany, Britain, Japan, and Russia had established
prosperous settlements along the coast of China. They also had carved out
spheres of influence, areas where each nation claimed special rights and eco-
nomic privileges.

MAIN IDEA
JOHN HAY’S OPEN DOOR NOTES The United States began to fear that China -
would be carved into colonies and American traders would be shut out. To pro- ‘é::::szmg

tect American interests, U.S. Secretary of State John Hay issued, in 1899, a series C) Why did

of policy statements called the Open Door notes. The notes were letters Secretary of State
addressed to the leaders of imperialist nations proposing that the nations share John Hay issue
their trading rights with the United States, thus creating an open door. This tsr;ztzz::r{ts Krown
meant that no single nation would have a monopoly on trade with any part of 5 the 0pen Door

China. The other imperialist powers reluctantly accepted this policy. & notes?
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During the Boxer Rebellion, shown here in this Chinese print, Chinese patriots demanded that
all foreigners be expelled from the country. The Boxers surrounded the European section of

Beijing and kept it under siege for several months.

THE BOXER REBELLION IN CHINA Although China kept its freedom, Europeans
dominated most of China’s large cities. Resentment simmered beneath the surface
as some Chinese formed secret societies pledged to rid the country of “foreign
devils.” The most famous of these secret groups were the Boxers, so named by
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A
Vocabulary
martial arts:

combat or self
defense arts that
originated in East
Asia, such as judo
or karate

Westerners because members practiced martial arts.

The Boxers killed hundreds of missionaries and other
foreigners, as well as Chinese converts to Christianity. In
August 1900, troops from Britain, France, Germany, and
Japan joined about 2,500 American soldiers and marched
on the Chinese capital. Within two months, the interna-
tional forces put down the Boxer Rebellion. Thousands
of Chinese people died during the fighting.

PROTECTING AMERICAN RIGHTS After the Boxer
Rebellion, the United States feared that European nations
would use their victory to take even greater control of
China. To prevent this, John Hay issued a second series of
Open Door notes, announcing that the United States would
“safeguard for the world the principle of equal and impar-
tial trade with all parts of the Chinese Empire.” This policy
paved the way for greater American influence in Asia.

The Open Door policy reflected three deeply held
American beliefs about the United States industrial capitalist
economy. First, Americans believed that the growth of the
U.S. economy depended on exports. Second, they felt the
United States had a right to intervene abroad to keep for-
eign markets open. Third, they feared tha