Name: __________________________ Date: ______________________ Period: ______


The Declaration of Independence
Part I: The Preamble
1.) Based on the information contained within the primary source what is the main goal of the authors? 

2.) Identify the reasons the authors chose to write this document:
3.) Based on the information contained in the preamble what information can we infer the rest of the document might contain? 
Part II: Beliefs 
1.) Identify the rights that the authors claim they should have? 

2.) Based on the information contained in the primary source describe what the authors believe the purpose of government is? 

Part III: Complaints

1.) Identify who the authors are referring to when using the pronoun “him”? 
2.) Describe why you think the writers chose to place the blame on their intended target and not the English Parliament who also played a role in the limitations of colonial freedoms? 

3.) Identify the various types of grievances the colonists had against King George III then list and summarize them in the corresponding columns below: 
	Legislative Grievances
	Military Grievances
	Financial Grievances

	· 
	· 
	· 


Part IV: Attempts to Address Grievances 
1.) Identify the ways in which the colonists attempted to address these grievances with the king? 

2.) Why do you believe the authors felt it was necessary to include their attempts to ready (address them with the king) these grievances in the declaration? 

Part V: Declaring Independence
1.) Identify the key words or phrases in this paragraph that clearly states the author’s attempt to declare independence from the tyranny of England: 

2.) Identify the rights and powers the newly independent states believe they have: 

Part VI: The Signatures

1.) Identify any names that are familiar to you upon first glance: 

2.) Imagine you were a member of the Second Congenital Congress. Based on the information contained in the primary source please explain whether you would have personally chosen to sign the Declaration of Independence or abstained out of the fear of English retribution? 
a. *Explain the reason for your decision as well 
3.) Describe the potential risks that were associated with the writing and signing of the Declaration of Independence: 

a. Think about what could have happened to the colonists if they would have failed in their attempt to break away from the tyranny of English rule and form their own free nation 
